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Domestic Holiday trips up 10% but nights spent in
Guest House/B&B’s down 9.4%

1,533,000 domestic trips with at least one overnight were taken in Q2 2004
compared to 1,509,000 trips in Q2 2003, a growth of 1.6%. - See Table 1.

There were 723,000 domestic Holiday trips in Q2 2004, an increase of 10% on the
same quarter in 2003. The number of Business trips grew by 19.9% on the same
period in 2003. Although the total number of bednights spent on domestic trips in
Q2 2004 grew by 2.2% when compared with Q2 2003, there were 9.4% fewer
bednights spent in Guest House/B&B’s and 16% fewer in Self Catering/Rented
Houses. Nights spent in Hotels/Conference Centres grew by 2.1% and by 54.6%
in Own Holiday Homes. - See Tables 2 and 6.

The number of trips to each of the Border, Dublin, South-East and South-West
regions were up when compared to the same period in 2003. However there were
less trips made to the Mid-East, Mid-West, Midlands and the West. - See Table 1.

Estimated expenditure on domestic trips rose by 16.9% from €200.6m in Q2 2003
to €234.6m in Q2 2004. The rate of increase for Business trips was much higher
at 40%. - See Table 7.

1,425,000 international trips with at least one overnight were taken in the second
quarter of 2004 compared to 1,330,000 in the same quarter of last year, an
increase of 7.1%. A total of 31,000 trips were taken to the 10 new EU member
states in Q2 2004. Trips to North America recorded an increase of 33.3%. - See
Tables 9 and 9a.

The average length of stay for trips abroad by Irish residents fell from 9.3 nights
in Q2 2003 to 8.9 nights in Q2 2004. - See Table 9.

The number of international Holiday trips taken in the second quarter of 2004
increased by 6.2% on the same period in 2003. Visits to Friends/Relatives
abroad grew by 25.4% and the average length of stay of these trips grew from 6.2
nights in Q2 2003 to 7.6 nights in Q2 2004. - See Table 10.

Overall estimated expenditure on international trips fell from €1,108.8m in Q2
2003 to €1,079.1m in Q2 2004, a decrease of 2.7%. Expenditure on international
Business trips fell by 24.2% in the same period. – See Table 15.

For more information, contact Niall O’Hanlon at 021-4535207 or Clare

O’Gorman at 021-4535277.
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Background Notes

Reference period Calendar quarters

Scope Domestic and International travel patterns involving overnight stays of all residents of the Republic

of Ireland

Coverage All private households

Purpose The purpose of the Household Travel Survey (HTS) is to measure domestic and international travel

patterns involving overnight stays and associated details (expenditure, purpose of trip, type of

accommodation used etc.) of Irish residents. The survey is one of several Central Statistics Office

(CSO) tourism surveys conducted to comply with the requirements of Council Directive 95/57/EC

of 23 November 1995 concerning the collection of statistical information in the field of tourism.

Data collection Information is collected via postal survey on a quarterly basis by the Central Statistics Office.

Sample Design The HTS is a random stratified sample. Each quarter, 12,000 households (or approximately 1%

of all private households) are randomly selected from the Electoral Register, where the selection is

stratified by District Electoral Division.

A two stage weighting process is used. Firstly, survey results are weighted to agree with household

population estimates broken down by household type (the number of persons 18 or over) and

region (NUTS 3). The household population estimates are provided by the Quarterly National

Household Survey (QNHS). Secondly, these results are further weighted to agree with the Tourism

& Travel frontier results.

NUTS regions The regional classifications in this release are based on the NUTS (Nomenclature of Territorial

Units) classification used by Eurostat. The NUTS 3 regions correspond to the eight Regional

Authorities established under the Local Government Act, 1991 (Regional Authorities)

(Establishment) Order, 1993, which came into operation on 1 January 1994. The NUTS 2 regions,

which were proposed by Government and agreed by Eurostat in 1999, are groupings of the NUTS 3

regions. The composition of the regions is set out below.

Border, Midland and Southern and Eastern

Western NUTS2 Region NUTS2 Region

Border Cavan Dublin Dublin

Donegal Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown

Leitrim Fingal

Louth South Dublin

Monaghan

Sligo Mid-East Kildare

Meath

Midland Laoighis Wicklow

Longford

Offaly Mid-West Clare

Westmeath Limerick City

Limerick County

West Galway City North Tipperary

Galway County

Mayo South-East Carlow

Roscommon Kilkenny

South Tipperary

Waterford City

Waterford County

Wexford

South-West Cork City

Cork County

Kerry
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Definitions

Tourism The activities of persons travelling to and staying in places outside their usual environment for not

more than one consecutive year for leisure, business or other purposes. Stays in prison, military

service and hospital or clinics etc. are excluded. Trips taken for the purposes of work, which is

distinguished from business trips by where that activity is remunerated, are also excluded.

Domestic tourism is defined as the activities of residents of the Republic of Ireland travelling to and

staying in places only within the Republic of Ireland but outside their usual environment.

International tourism is defined as the activities of residents of the Republic of Ireland travelling to

and staying in places outside the Republic of Ireland and outside their usual environment.

National tourism is defined as Domestic tourism plus International tourism.

Overnight Visitor An overnight visitor is a visitor who stays at least one night in collective or private accommodation

in the place, county or country visited. A visitor is defined as any person travelling to a place other

than that of usual environment for less than 12 months and whose main purpose of trip is other than

the exercise of an activity remunerated from within the place visited (i.e. work). Consequently the

following are excluded:

• Short-distance local transport and commuting i.e. more or less regular trips between place of

work/study and place of residence.

• Routine or regular visits e.g. visiting parents every weekend.

• For visits of more than 12 consecutive months, a traveller will be considered a resident of that

place (from a statistical standpoint).

• Migratory movements for work purposes.

The following are excluded from Domestic travel:

Residents travelling within the country with the intention of changing their usual residence.

Residents travelling within the country to exercise an activity remunerated at the place visited i.e.

work.

Persons who travel to work temporarily in institutions within the country.

Persons who travel regularly or frequently between neighbouring localities to work or study.

Nomads and persons without fixed residence.

Armed forces on manoeuvre.

The following are excluded from International travel:

Persons leaving the country as migrants, including dependants accompanying or joining them.

Persons, known as border workers, residing near the border in the Republic of Ireland but working

in the North of Ireland.

Diplomats, consular officers and members of the armed forces when travelling outside of the

Republic of Ireland on assignment. This includes dependants and household employees

accompanying or joining them.

Persons travelling as refugees or nomads.

Tourism Expenditure Total consumption expenditure is any expenditure made by a visitor or on behalf of a visitor for

during their trip and stay at destination.

Tourism expenditure includes purchases of consumer goods and services inherent in travel and

stay, purchases of small durable goods for personal use, souvenirs and gifts for family and friends.

The following outlays or acquisitions are excluded:
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• Purchases for commercial purposes, for resale, purchases made on behalf of an employer

during a business trip.

• Capital type investments or transactions engaged in by visitors, such as land, housing, real

estate, works of art and other important acquisitions (such as cars, caravans, boats, second

houses), even though they may be used in the future for tourism travel purposes.

• Cash given to relatives or friends during the trip, which does not represent payment of tourism

goods or services, as well as donations made to institutions.

Other Accommodation Other Accommodation includes:

Health farms

Stays on board ships, buses and trains

Stays at moorings or marinas

Other commercial accommodation

Any other accommodation n.e.c.

Other Europe For the period 2000-2003 Other Europe includes the following States:

Andorra Liechtenstein

Albania Lithuania

Armenia Malta

Azerbaijan Moldavia (Republic of)

Belarus Norway

Bosnia Herzegovina Poland

Bulgaria Romania

Croatia Russian Federation

Cyprus San Marino

Czech Republic Slovakia

Estonia Slovenia

FYROM Switzerland

Georgia Turkey

Hungary Ukraine

Iceland Vatican City

Latvia Yugoslavia (Federal Republic of)

Due to the expansion of the EU in May 2004, from Q1 2004 Other Europe includes the following

States:

Andorra Liechtenstein

Albania Moldavia (Republic of)

Armenia Norway

Azerbaijan Romania

Belarus Russian Federation

Bosnia Herzegovina San Marino

Bulgaria Switzerland

Croatia Turkey

FYROM Ukraine

Georgia Vatican City

Iceland Yugoslavia (Federal Republic of)
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