Investigating the Political Ideology of Ireland’s Youths

Our goal with this project was to investigate and correlate the political
ideology of young people living in our local school community with
their socio-economic background. The school involved in this study
was Good Counsel College, located in New Ross, the 4th largest urban
district in Wexford and the 59th largest in the Republic of Ireland by
population (2016 Census).

The political ideology of our youth is important because it will shape
the decisions of tomorrow and the attitudes of the population in re-
spect to social issues such as the right to clean drinking water. External
analyses have concluded that the socio-economic background of a
population has a material impact on their political ideology and,
hence, how they think about economic, political and social issues.

However, greater research is required to develop and understand the
link between young people and their views on specific political and
social issues. The objective of the research is to identify the views of
survey entrants and compare this with data
economic background.

about their socio-

To analyse the political ideology of Good Counsel College, we conduct-
ed a comprehensive survey of over two-hundred students, with the aim
of gaining an insight into their views on macro and microeconomic,
political and social issues.

Google Forms was our chosen tool to generate and facilitate the survey.
This online platform allowed us to deploy the survey to a large number
of students rapidly, eliminating the need for physical handouts. The
dynamic and versatile nature of Google Forms was important because it
allowed us to introduce a multitude of question formats, each of which
was custom-designed to meet our data collection criteria.

Our survey was carried out over the duration of a week, and with the
extraction of URL and conversion into a Quick Response (QR) Code, we
visited each class, noting their age and gender, and asked them to par-
ticipate in the survey. A prize was devised to incentivise students to
participate in the survey.

We segmented the results of the survey into two defined brackets:

students partmpating in the Junior Cycle and students Pparticipating in
the Leaving Certificate. Upon completion of the survey, and generation

of charts with Google Sheets and Microsoﬂ Excel, we compared this

This is the QR-
Code to access
our survey.

Do you support charges on water usage?

B No

B Yes

Almost 80% of those surveyed do not want to pay for access to water,
highlighting the fact that they believe it is a fundamental human right.
Ireland is one of the only countries in the world where access to water is
free of charge, and this fact was highlighted in the survey question. On
reflection of this, we would be interested in examining the results that
would be produced if the above point was absent from the question.
The percentage of students rejecting water charges would likely rise in
response to this change.

Nationally, data from the Environmental Protection Agency outlines that
almost 20% of households access water from private supplies, which
includes household wells. This has a direct impact on the number of
people that think water usage should be taxed, with members of private
water schemes being more likely to vote to implement water usage
taxation.

Counties that have a greater proportion of rural residents are less de-
pendent on public water supplies, and in the case of Wexford, 51.34% of
people live in rural areas. This influences support for water usage taxa-
tion, and it explains why there was a particularly high number of people
accepting water usage taxation in our Wexford-based survey compared
to the national average.

Do you think the economic outlook for Ireland is good?

ues where the cﬁncentrat!un of weahh and GDP gfowth is hlgher have a
more positive outlook on our economy. Urban regions such as Dublin fit
this description, while Wexford does not.

Our results convey the message that there is a stark division
between students’ views on the future prospects of the Irish
economy. 57.7% of those surveyed believe Ireland’s economic
outlook is good, a smaller number than we expected amidst
robust economic growth.

The economic and political uncertainties looming over Ireland,
which include Brexit and our contested low level of Corporation
Tax, have dampened student optimism. We know that our survey
entrants are acutely aware of Brexit and its economic impact
because 80.8% believe it will be of harm to the United Kingdom'’s
economy.

Given the aforementioned information, we would expect to find
a greater percentage of positive views on the economic outlook
in affluent urban regions such as Dublin City, where the level of

disposable income per household is highest.

Which Political Party(s) do you support in Ireland?
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Support for Ireland’s political establishment remains steady
according to our results, with a comparison to an Irish Times/
Ipsos MRBI survey conducted at the latter part of 2018 wielding
similar results to those gathered in our survey.

Intriguingly, only 2% of those surveyed support the “Other”

category, which includes Independents and the Green Party,

Renua and Social Democrats. The national average support for
this segment of parties is seven times greater than that in our
survey, and we can explain this discrepancy by referring to the
low number of seats that were obtained by non-major party
Wexford TDs in Déil Eireann in the 2016 General Election. This
highlights the low recognition of these parties in our school
community.
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What is your stance on Ireland's position in the European
Union?
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The data in the graph portraying Ireland’s membership within the Euro-
pean Union was in line with our expectations. However, the number of
students that voted Remain is lower than that calculated in external
surveys, where 87% of surveyed Leinster inhabitants wished to Leave. If
we segment the age profile of those that wished to leave the EU nation-
ally, 9% of those aged 18-24 voted to leave.

Support for the European Union in Ireland has fallen consistently over
the past five years across every age profile, and notwithstanding the
United Kingdom'’s Brexit result, Ireland’s youths (below 24 years-old) are
more likely to favour European Union membership than those in the age
profiles above 45 years old.

Statistically, the economic background of people has an impact on their
perception of the European Union. Those living in regions with lower
disposable household income per person are more likely to vote Leave,
and given Wexford’s below average (100) disposable income per person
ranking, we can correlate the lower level of support for the European
Union in the survey with the economic background of the students.

Conclusion

Our study concludes that the socio-economic background of students
has a major impact on their political ideology, influencing how they
think about social, political and economic issues. This trend was perva-
sive throughout the survey and the radical economic and social changes

that have occurredin Ireland over thapast decade are shapmg the
mindset of our youth.
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nal organisations and by referring to regional statistics examining the
state of the economy on a macro and micro level.

The study was effective, meeting the objectives of our brief,_ and suc-
cessfully identifying the link between socio-economics and the political
ideology of students in our survey.

Recommendations

The sample that we achieved with this
survey and its segmentation was ample
because it ensured the occurrence of bias
did not skew the entire dataset. Howev-
er, if we were to repeat this study, sur-
veying and segmenting a more diverse
sample from numerous secondary
schools in Wexford would be more repre-
sentative of the county.

In this revised survey, we would intend to
develop a link between the different
socio-economic backgrounds of students
attending urban and rural schools, and
also, how the geographical variations
impact their stance on economic, political
and social issues.

Further to this, we would also plan to
investigate one specific social issue with
greater analysis. The aim would be to
gain a greater insight into this topic, and
how it is shaped by the economic back-
ground and age profile of students. it
would be interesting to contrast this data
with similar data gathered in countries
external to Ireland to understand the
extent of differences.

This enhanced dataset would require
greater analysis of Wexford's regional
economy. Moreover, it would be para-
mount to investigate the population
distribution within the county, and the
rural depopulation and “greying trends”.
Our study concluded that there is an
inseparable  link  between  socio-
economics and political ideology, and if
the above recommendations were to be
implemented, we would expect this link
to be even more intrinsic.
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