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SEEA-EA is built on five core accounts:
1. Ecosystem extent
2. Ecosystem condition
3. Ecosystem services (physical flow)
4. Ecosystem services (monetary)
5. Monetary ecosystem asset

Thematic accounts:
Biodiversity, urban areas, carbon, etc.
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SEEA-EA is built on five core accounts:
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Thematic accounts:
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https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/fp/fp-eap/ecosystemaccounts-peatlandsandheathlands2018/
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SEEA-EA is built on five core accounts:
1. Ecosystem extent
2. Ecosystem condition
3. Ecosystem services (physical flow)
4. Ecosystem services (monetary)
5. Monetary ecosystem asset

Thematic accounts:
Biodiversity, urban areas, carbon, etc.

https://www.irishtimes.com/news/science/ireland-s-waterways-face-increasing-levels-of-nitrogen-pollution-
1.4600424
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SEEA-EA is built on five core accounts:
1. Ecosystem extent
2. Ecosystem condition
3. Ecosystem services (physical flow)
4. Ecosystem services (monetary)
5. Monetary ecosystem asset

Thematic accounts:
Biodiversity, urban areas, carbon, etc.

https://www.bordnamona.ie/peatlands/peatland-restoration/
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SEEA-EA is built on five core accounts:
1. Ecosystem extent
2. Ecosystem condition
3. Ecosystem services (physical flow)
4. Ecosystem services (monetary)
5. Monetary ecosystem asset

Thematic accounts:
Biodiversity, urban areas, carbon, etc.

https://www.teagasc.ie/crops/forestry/advice/timber-harvesting/timber-harvesting-in-farm-forestry/

https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/er/fwr/forestwoodremovals2019/
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seea.un.org/ecosystem-accounting
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seea.un.org/ecosystem-accounting
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A guide to habitats in Ireland (Fossitt, 2000)
• Hierarchical
• Level 1 – 11 broad habitat groups
• Level 2 – 30 habitat subgroups
• Level 3 – 117 habitats
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Improved grassland

Semi-natural grassland

Photos: Maria Long

• Improved agricultural grassland
• Amenity grassland (improved)

• Dry calcareous and neutral 
grassland

• Dry meadows and grassy verges
• Dry-humid acid grassland
• Wet grassland

Grassland and Marsh
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Improved grassland

Semi-natural grassland

Photo: Liam Lysaght (taken from A guide to habitats in Ireland)

• Arable crops
• Horticultural land
• Tilled land

Cultivated and built land

Cultivated land
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Why does it matter?
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Grasslands and croplands:
• 4.8 million hectares
• 68%



Complex cultivation patterns
• 58,212 hectares
• 1%



Fruit trees and berry plantations
• 295 hectares



Land principally occupied by 
agriculture, with significant 
areas of natural vegetation
• 487,440 hectares
• 7%



Natural grasslands
• 48,567 hectares
• 1%



Non-irrigated arable land
• 320,329 hectares
• 5%



Pastures
• 3,893,873 hectares
• 55%
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Land Parcel Identification System
Grasslands – 4,487,148 hectares
Croplands – 461,236 hectares
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https://www.npws.ie/publications/article-17-reports
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Condition – National level
• Pressure indicators

Pressure class Indicator % ChangeTrend

Habitat conversion and 
degradation (land conversion)

Ecosystem extent -0.1No change

Land take -1.0No change

Agricultural Area Utilised -1.2No change
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Condition – National level
• Condition indicators

Condition class Indicator % Change Trend

Environmental quality (physical and 
chemical quality)

Nitrogen concentration in groundwater N/A N/A

Structural ecosystem attributes 
(general)

Share of organic farming in AAU 50.0 Improvement

Livestock density 9.5 Degradation

Structural ecosystem attributes 
based on species diversity and 
abundance

Farmland Bird Index 8.7 Improvement

Structural ecosystem attributes 
monitored under the EU nature 
directives and national legislation

Share of grassland habitats listed under Annex I of 
the Habitats Directive (HD) in favourable
conservation status

0 No change

Share of grassland habitats listed under Annex I of 
the HD showing unfavourable conservation trends

150 Degradation

Percentage of grasslands and croplands covered by 
Natura 2000 (SACs and SPAs)

0 No change

Percentage of grasslands and croplands covered by 
nationally designated areas (NHAs and pNHAs)

0 No change

Percentage of grasslands and croplands in all 
protected areas

0 No change



46 river catchments
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