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PREFACE.

It having been represented te the Provisienal Government
that it was desirable to calculate an official figure indicating
in respect of Ireland the change in the cost of living at the present
time as compared with the cost of living in 1914, the Provisional
Government appointed for the purpose on 10th June, 1922, a
Committee comprising representatives of the Ministries of
Agriculture, Finance, KEconomic Affairs and Labour. The °
Committee reported on the 4th August, 1922, and the result
of its enquiries, together with the Committee’s detailed
explanation of the procedure adopted, are appended hereto.

The conclusions set out in the report represent the closest
approximation which is practicable to the average increases in
the cost of maintaining, in particular months of the current
year as compared with July, 1914, the same standard ef living
for a family dependent on wage earnings in places with 500 or
more inhabitants. The inquiry applied to the whole of Ireland,
and its basis is therefore broad enough to be reasonably depend-
able for any practical purpose to which a calculation as “to
changes in the cost of living can usefully be applied.

It is proposed to arrange for the calculation at intervals
of three months of a cost of living figure on the same basis as
that adopted by the Committee for the purpose of this report.
September will be the next month for which a figure will be
determined.

It is to be observed that the information collected in the course
of this inquiry has incidentally revealed relations between the
wholesale and the retail prices of several important commodities
and between the prices of the same commodity in similar locali-
ties which require explanation. This matter is being further
cxamined with a view to determining whether any unduc
advantage is being taken of the general body of consumers.
and. if that be the case, to the adoption of appropriate remedies.

MINISTRY OF HGONOMIC AFFAIRS,
23rd August, 1922, :



THE COST OF LIVING

IN

IRELAND.

REPORT

To the Chairman, Provisional Government, Ireland.

By minute «ated the LOsh June last we were appointed by
the Government to determine the cost of living in Ireland for the
months of March and June, 1922, as compared with the cost of
living in July, 1914, on such a basis as would show the average
increase in the cost of maintaining the same standard of living
for a family dependent on wage earnings. We were asked to
complete our calculations not later than July 15th, if possible, but
owing to the fact that a considerable proportion of our staff were
unable to reach our offices during the recent troubles in Dublin
we were given until the 25th to complete our work. The follow-
ing letter was sent to the Head of the Government on the 26th
July : —

‘A Chara,—The Report of the Cost of Living Committee
is not yet finally drafted, but the main lines of it have been
agreed upon. We think, therefore, that we ought to acquaint
you at once that our investigations show that the percentage
increasé in the Cost of Living of Wage Earning Classes m
Treland between July, 1914, and June, 1922, is 85.2 per cent.
and the increase between July, 1914 and March, 1922, is
91.4 per cent.

‘‘ Sinne, le meas mor,”’
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The following Report, while bringing out the points essential
to a purely Irish cost of living inquiry, can hardly be regarded as
exhaustive, in view of the mass of figures collected which could
be examined from many different points of view. Had we been
able to spend a longer time in digesting these figures we should
not have arrived at any different final result as regards the Irish
cost of living figure ; but we think that many interesting and im-
portant facts might be brought out by a further analysis of the
figures which we have not had time to undertake, and we suggest,
therefere, that the Government should request the Ministry of
Hconomic Affairs to investigate more thoroughly, from the point
of view of their general economic significance, the figures collected
and compiled.

Method of Compiling Cost of Living Figures.

In every country in which cost of living figures have been
obtained the same method, as far as broad lines are con-
cerned, has been followed. The method adopted is to ascertain
the average retail prices for a number of representative comodi-
ties for the dates to be compared and then to combine these
retall prices in a single figure representing the change in retail
prices as a whole. 'T'his combination is not effected by a plain
average, but the individual price changes are ** weighted " accord-
ing to a cemparison of the amounts spent en each of the
comingdities concerned (e.g., a change in the price of a commodity
such as bread, must obviously be given more ‘* weight > than
a change in the price of such commodities as cheese or soap) and
m order to determine the proper ** weight '’ to attach to the retail
price changes, representative family budgets are obtained shewing
the details of the actual expenditure of a large number of house-
holds. By combining these budgets it is possible to discover the
relationship between the consumption of the various items; for
instance, 12s. may be spent on meat for every 5s. 6d. spent on
butter, and so on. The retail price changes can then be
“weighted *’ according to the results given by the budgets and
the final figure arrived at by cembining them on these lines.

Stages of our Inquiry.
Our inquiry can, therefore, be divided into four imnain stages :

(A) The collection of retail prices for July, 1914, and
March and June, 1922.

(B) The cellection and analysis of representative fainily
budgets by means of which to determine the ** weight-
ing "’ of the retail price changes.

(G) The combination of the retail price changes by means
of the ‘‘ weights '’ so obtained into one final figure.

(D) The results of applying different methods of ** weight-
ing.”




(A) Collection of Retail Prices.

We found that as regards articles of foed much of the informa-
tion we required had already been collected by the Ministry of
Fconomie Affairs who had obtained returns for July, 1914, and
March, 1922, from 420 scurces in towns of 508 persons and
upwards ; and also that retail prices of a certain number of articles
of food had been collected in 1914, in Ireland by the Labour
- Statistics Branch of the Board of Trade. :

Our first task was, therefore, to collect returns of the retuil
prices in June, 1922, of all the commodities selected, and of the
corresponding prices in July, 1914, and March, 1922, where tiese
were not already at our disposal.

Forms were accordingly drawn up on which this information
could be collected and specimens of these forms are shown in the
Appendix to the Report.

(1) Food, Clothing, Fuel and Light, and Sundries.

These forms for food, clothing, fuel and light and sundries,
were sent out for completion through the channels used by the
Ministry for Feonomic Affairs in its inquiry (viz. :—officials of the
Post Office, of the Ministry of Liabour, and of the Liocal Govern-
ment Board, and in the Six-County area through other sources),
and to the same towns as in that inguiry (viz. :— towns with
pepulations of 500 and over). In the case of the larger towns
more than one report was asked for, graduating from two returns
to twenty returns according to their population as shown in the
Census of 1911,

The following table summarises essential particulars regarding
the forms :—

‘ Number
Number | of Returns
Form. | of Forms | Towns | collectod
dealt with, | from which by
received.
Prices (Food) A 450 250
Prices (Food, Fuel and Light Post Office, Ministry
and Sundries) B2 | 436 220 of Labour, and
Prices (Meat) B3 ‘ 434 227 Local Government,
Prices (Clothing) B4 436 216 J Board Officials,
Rents B35 91 71 Rate Collectors and

Town. Clerks.

B
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(2) Rents.—The forms for rents were issued through the Local
Government Board, and in the Six-County area through other
sources, and filled in fer the most part by Rate Collectors in the
several districts and towns in Ireland. They were asked fo
state the rents in Juoly, 1914, and in March, and June,
1922, of about 2@ houses in their districts showing the num-
ber of rooms and the Poor Liaw Valuation, the latter figures
enabling us to ensure that the same classes of houses of wage
earners were being compared. Knquiry was also made in cen-
nection with the rents of tenements, and due allowance was made
for this in the final figures. The rent figures include rates in
every case.

(3) Compilation of prices for individual commodities.—The next
step was to calculate from these returns the average retail prices
of the individual commodities selected, and this was done as
follows :—

One set of average retail prices was compiled from the returns
of the Post Office officials, and another from those of the other
officials, and a division of the forms was made on this basis.

The retail prices of food, ete. (on Forms A, B2 and B3), and of
clothing (Form B4) were then separately snmmarised in the two
groups, viz.— those received from the Post Office officials and
those received from the officials of the other Departments for
July, 1914, and March and June, 1922.

(4) Compilation of Rent Returns,

The rent returns were treated in precisely the same manner,
except that there was no division, since the returns were received
through the Local Government Board only.

On pages 7 and 8 is the list of average retail prices so com-
piled : —
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(5). T.isT oF PRICES.

TaE FOLLOWING TABLE sAEWS RETAIL Prices IN IrisH TowNs
OF 500 INHABITANTS AND UPWARDS; AS AVERAGED FROM
RETURNS COLLECTED BY OFFICERS OF THE PPoST OFFICE,
MINISTRY OF 1LABOUR AND LLOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD.

[
: Mid July, | Mid March, Mid June,
1914, | 1922, 1922,
M.L. M.L. M.L.
P.O. and P.O. | and 1200 and
L.G L.G. L.G.
< |
FOOD. d. d d. d d. d*
Beef ... .o per 1h. 8-0 78 13-5 13-4 | 13-4 | 13-2
Mutton ... ¥ 8:6 83 16-0 15-5 | 16:0 | 18-5
Pork Chops - 8:9 952 17-5 17-7 20-1 | 20-0
Pork Sausages ... =~ 87 £6 | 16-8 | 16°4 ‘ 163 | 16-1
Bacon ... oy 9-2 9-5 19-7 17:9 20-7 19-0
Butter, Irish > 13:9 12-8 | 23-9 22-3 | 23-2 22- 6
Creamery. |
Butter, Irish Far- 25 | 12-6 10-6 24-4 20-0 19-9 18-9
mers. |
Cheese ... - 9-8 98 17-8 17-0 17-4 16-8
Margarine Ist grade ,, 7-6 Tl 11-7 1SS el 18] 11-2
Margarine, 2nd ,, ot 6:2 6-1 9-1 9-6 88 8-4
Lard ... = 7-1 7:3 | 136 | 115 | 12:0 | 11-6
Milk, Fresh ... per quart 2:5 2:6 6-8 6-4 5:4 | 4-9
Condensed Milk, per lb. tin 6-8 5-6 13-1 12-8 11-9 11-6
Irish. |
Condensed Milk, » 7-2 G2 13-8 13-4 | 12-8 11-8
Imported. |
Eggs, Ist Grade... perdozen| 96 | 11:2 | 19-5 | 19:2 | 19-0 | 17-3
Broad ... ... per 21b. loaf| 32 30 | 58 | 56 56 56
Flour, household per 14 1b. | 19-8 22-1 36-6 33-3 35-7 35-8
Oatmeal » | 2I-1 | 23-7 | 381 | 41-6 | 41-1 | 41-3
Rice . ... ... per lb. 2-8 2.7 5-8 56 55 5-4
Potatoes, old ... per 14 lb, 55 F=30 [ 128 RT3 =17, 16-6 16:5
Tea, Best .. perlb. | 30:3 | 30:5 | 44:2 | 454 | 42-6 | 427
Tea, Cheapest - ... o | 18-1 18:3 | 31-4 29-1 27-1 26-4
Sugar, white granu- o 2-2 2-1 59 | 58 59 6:0
lated.
Jam ... i ‘ 6:6 67 | 16-2 | 163 | 154 | 155
CLOTHING. |
WOMEN’S. 8. d s. d 8. d s. d s. d s. d
Light Coats 28 10 M5 7 53 0 47 0 51 8 46 0
Heavy Coats 30 10| 81 7| 58 2| 5711 | 56 5| 56 4
Costumes ... veor [0 A B2l 4] e 790 N9 BT TIRIRSTIE 70 1T 60 4
Blouses ... S B L 4 8, 10 3 9 5 ORRLON | BSOS
Skirts 8 1 5 10 14 7 V12 13 7 10 10
Stockings ... Ly I =5 ShLy 2 9 YAl b g i)
Combinations 5 8 50 11 Lt 10 0 L@ LS 9 9
Corsets ... 4 2 3 8 8 2| 610 7 10 6 8
Underskirts T B o [ 7 R & SV S 7 RS S
Chemisges ... 2 5 285 410 4 6 4 9 4 4
Boots il 4 8 7 ‘ 29 BE ORI GREO) | 21 11 15
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RrETAIL PRICES—Ccontinued.

Mid July, Mid March, Mid June,
1014 1923, 1922,
M.L. I.L. M ES
P.O and W) and P.0. and
L.G. .G. L.G.
| |
CLOTHING—continued. | | |
|
GIRLS (OVER 6). 5. d. s. d. s. d. [ s d.I s. d [ s d.
Coats ‘ 14 1 11 8 25 9 21 0 25 1| 20 9
Dresses SR INST T2 (S B8 o 7S N 177 P & G I 778
Stockings ... 1 4 IARE U8 2 2] 25 2l
Combinations ! 45| 310 80, 69| 79| 6 8
Stays el 2wl g E 510\ 4 9 5 G| 4 8
Petticoats ’ DA 2 2 4 11 4 1 4 8 | 4 0
Chemises ... 2. Al 111 3 9 3 3 ST A
Boots ... Wl 8 4| 7 9| 16 6| 14 2| 1510] 14 0
|
.‘ i
Men’s. ‘ |
Overcoats (Readymade) 34 3 33 7 69 1| 64 3 668 5 63 ¢
Overcoats (Tailormadle) 53 6| 48 10 | 100 11 93 3 98 7 91 8
Suits (Readymade)... 31 5| 35 0| 67 9| 70 0| 66 2| 68 6
Suits (Tailormade) ... 58 10 54 5| 119 6| 11310 | 116 4 | 112 7
Trousers (Readymade) 8 6 8 1 w7 Q) 15 5 16 6| 15 0
Trousers (Tailormade) ol (e 13500 [15.32 S EIIEES ORER 31 7(" 29 0
Singlets 3 6 2 8 7 5 2| 7 0 5 0
Drawers 38| 210 77| 5 3| 72| 52
Shirts 3 8 3 1 (02 G5 6 11 6 4
Socks 1 2 1 2 AR 2R3 R ETOREE! o &
Boots 12 5 11 11 24 6| 23 3 23 9 22 9
!
Bovs (ovER 6). l |
QOvercoats 16 8 14 11 33 1 | 29 0 32 1 A0
Suits .| 15 9| 15 7| 31 7| 31 1 30 5| 30 0
Shirts 2 1 2 0 4 2| 3 9 3 11 g
Stockings ... 18| 1 4f 28| 27| 23] 26
Boots 3 ‘ 8 9 l 7 8 i EGER0 ‘ 13 11 16 O 13 6
| |
OTHER COMMODITIES.
a d. | d d. d.
Coal . per 112 ib. ek | il ‘ 38:9 | 37-0 | 372 | 350
Turf - 13-7 11-1 | 29-9 | 26-2 30-1 25-1
Gas for Lighting per 1,000 c. ft.| 50-6 | 515 | 101-9 | 98-9 | 101-0 | 98-2
Gas for Cooking 43 49-1 48-7 101-7 { 97-1 101-1 | 966
Electricity for per unit 53 ‘ 53 | 1004 | 97 | 103 | 9-4
Lighting. | | | | ‘
Electricity for - 30 2-4 OSTI 5 20 5.7 | 5.0
Cooking. ‘ | | ‘ ‘
Candles . per Ib. 3:5 | 3-8 7-1 6-8 65 G:3
Paraffin @il ... per gallon 8-3 89 | 20-4 19-9 19-8 19-9
Soap (Household) per lb. 36 36 7-8 7-3 74 69
Pipe Tobacco ... per 2 ozs.- 7-0 7:0 | 17-0 17-0 | 17-0 17:0
Cigarettes ... per pkt. of 10 3:0 30 6-0 60 60 G0
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Tuie Fornowing TaBLi shows Retail Prices in March and June,
1922, in respect of certain Cemmodities for which corres-
ponding prices in 1914 were not collected.

Mid-March, 1922.  Mid-June, 1922

—_ M.L. M.L.
' P.O. and Pe. ane
L.G. L.G.
& | a d. d.
Butter (lrish Factory) we per lb. 21-9 | 21-1 22:0 20-6
Rice (Rangoon) ... 3> 4-1 | 4-0 39 3-8
Rice (Java) 453 o 61 ‘ 59 5-9 56
Jam (btlaw.weuy) . 157 159 | 15-2 UIte
Fresh Pork (Shoulders) ... > 16-8 17-2 17-4 17-4
Fish :—
Red Herrings anv per doz.| 22:1 20-9 22:1 20-1
I'resh Herrings 8 26-1 25-3 25-6 23-7
Cod Steak ... per 1b. 14-4 14-7 13-8 13-8
Tea (Quality most used bv
working classes) . - 36-1 | 35-0 33-4 | 32-1
SEORRINISSS /ey 3-4 3:1

Cabbage pel"il@&?{v

The above prices, which were used as far as possible in con-
Junction with other figures to arrive at the correct increases
between July, 1914, and March and June, 1922, in respect of
comnodities, less specifically described in the returns for 1914
(e.g., Buttel Rice, Jam), will also be of value in the future as an
additional basis from which to calculate the change in the cost
of living.

Nores on Rersin Prices.
(a) Collection of Iigures for 1914.

There ave obvious difficulties in the collection of figures tor
1914 after so long a lapse of time, and the accuracy of these
figures may possibly be questioned.

Despite the eight years’ interval, however, we believe these
prices to be reasonably accurate. The compilers of the returns
were asked to get figures i every case from the actual books
kept by the shopkeepers; and the food prices collected by
us are in substantial agreement with those collected by the
Board of Trade m 1914. The latter are, as a matter of fact,
slightly higher than those collected by us, so that if they were to
be used in preference to our figures the 1esultant percentage in-
crease would be slightly lower th‘m on the figures which we have
accepted.

(b) Comparisun Restricted to Strictly Comparable Articles.

A point to be noted is that in comparing prices at different
dates it is essential that articles of different quality should not
be compared; milk, for instance, is a simple commodity and is
always comparable with mlk, but beef is a variable commodity
inasmuch as sirloin  beef is not strictly comparable with
shin beef; consequently special figures showing the relative con-
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sumption and average prices of the different parts of beef, mutton
and bacon were obtained on Form B3 (see Appendix), and in
these cases the prices as returned for each description of meat
are separately weighted by the average quantities purchased in
order to arrive at the ultimate average prices for °‘beef,”
“ mutton,’’ etc.

As regards all other articles, it will be seen from the instruc-
tions on the forms that pains were taken to explain that prices
must only be returned for strictly comparable articles.

(¢) Accuracy of Rent Figures.

A point likely to give rise to criticism is the low percentage
increase shown for rent. This figure is, however, the result of
comparing the actual returns sent us by the Town Clerks and
Rate Collectors, who gave the actual name of the street and the
actual number of each house, and on the closest investigation we
have no reason to doubt the accuracy of their figures. The average
weekly rents (including rates) appearing from those returns
are :—

Average Weekly

Rent
(including Rates).
July, 1914 4s. 0d.
March, 1922 ... 5s. 2d.
June, 1922 58. 2d.
(d) Comparison of Figures received from Post Office and other

Sources.

It will have been noted from the Table of Retail Prices given
above that on the whole there is cemparatively little difference
between the sets of figures compiled by the Post @ffice officials
and those compiled by the Ministry of Labour and Liocal Govern-
ment Board officials, though the Post @ffice figures tend to give
a somewhat higher average increase of prices. This is brought
out by the following table of the ratios of retail prices for the
main groups of commodities for the three dates : —

Mid.July, 1914. Mid-March, 1922.| Mid-June, 1922.

A | B A

B A B
Food e | 52-4 | b54:6 104-8 102-s| 100 100
Clething ... | 52:7 | 52-9 103-9 | 101-7 100 100
Rent (C) ... o | 789 | 789 100-4 | 100-4 100 100
Tuel and Light ... 46:6 48:1 | 1048 | 1044 100 100
Sundries ... e | 30-5 9 103-2 | 1031 100 100

‘ 51

The figures A result from the returns from the Post @ffice.

The figures B result from the returns from other Departments.

The figures C were obtained from only one Department—the
Local Government Board.

(In case the meaning of this table is not at once clear, it may
be explained that the first line, for instance, means that for 100s.
expended on food by the wage-earning households in June, 1922,
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exactly the same quantities and exactly the same foods could,
according to the Post Office efficials’ returns, be purchased in
Marea, 1922, for 104.8s., and in July, 1914, for 52.4s. and accord-
ing to the other returns for 102.8s. and 54.6s. respectively; and
so on with the other items).

The near agreement ef these figures is a strong proef of their
essential accuracy. We ultimately decided to take the average
between the two sets of figures as representing the nearest ap-
proacir to the truth at whick we could arrive.

(B) The Collection of Household Budgets.
(1) Representetive Budgets.

The second stage of our enquiry was te obtain representative
household budgets, from which to compile the ** weights ' by
which the individual price changes might be cembined into a
single final figure.

For this purpose a special P01m was drafted (Form B6, a copy
of which appears in the Appendix) and some 5,000 of these
forms were despatched to National School teachers in évery school
in the country, accompanied by detailed instructions (of which
there is a copy in the Appendix) of the method in which they
were to be completed.

Notwithstanding the difficulties of the time when these budgets
were called for, and the fact that a number of forms were held
up and perhaps lest in the post, we were able to use 308 completed
budgets of wage-earning households, received from 112 towns.
This number was quite sufficient fer our purpose. These budgets
were excellently filled in, and, apart from the fact that such a
number is in itself a fair guarantee of the statistical results
obtained, we are satistied for reasons given below of the substantial
accuracy of the budgets.

(2) Wide Scope of Budgets.

The budgets received were from a very varied class of house-
lields, and as will be seen from the following list, embraced the
prinecipal industrial occupations.  Labourers, Fishermen, Mes-
sengers, Servants, Pilots, Barmen, Carpenters, Boatmen, Build-
ing Contractors, Motor Boat Drivers, Plasterers, Ship Tnspector,
Stone Masons, Marine Engineer, Bricklayer, Mill-hands, Yacht-
man, Caretakers, Tailors, Post Office Workers, Housekeepers,
Tailoresses, Gardeners, Llerds, Dress-makers, Shop Assistants,
Farm Stewands, Shoemakels Charwomen, Dairyman, Cottage
Industries, Laundresses, Xgg Packer, Mﬂhue:s Washerwomen,
Fowl Plu(,Lel Shutma.kel Handlessex Woel Sorter, Spinners,
Smiths, YVoodcutters, Embroidery VVorkers, Fitters, Sawyers,
Hosiers, Boiler-makers, Woed-turners, Stitchers, Engineers,
Body-makers, Knitters, Plumbers, Golf Caddies, Lace-makers,
Machinists, Pointers, Road Engine Drivers, Crane-driver, Paper
Maker, Motor. Mechanics, Collier, Sextons, Car Drivers, Brass-
finisher, Butchers, Carters, Bakers, Dealer, Chauffeur, Millers,
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Klectrician, Tram Driver, Confectioner, Watchmaker, Railway
Workers, Painters and Saddlers, etc.
(3) Compilation of Budgets.

Two methods of compiling the budgets were fellowed :—
A simple addition was made of the particulars of the expenditure
on each item separately recorded on each of the budgets. These
particulars consisted of the expenditure on food, sundries, and
rent for one week in June, 1922; the particulars of yearly expen-
diture on items of clothing, fuel and light were reduced to a
weekly average by dividing by 52, before adding. The resulting
totals gave the present average weekly expenditure en each article,
and consequently the proportion which the expenditure on each
article bears to the total expenditure of the average wage-earning
household.

A more complex method of compilation was also adopted which
should lead to an ever more accurate result.

It was found by analysis of the Census figures that the pro-
portion of children under 14 to adults (persons over 14) is ap-
proximately as 2 to 5, and an adjustment was made to bring the
budgets into conformity with this proportion in order that they
might truly represent thie actual proportions of the populatien of
the country, the assumpiion being that the percentage rise in the
price of articles mainly consumed by childrer might be higher or
lower than the rise in the prices of articles mainly consumed by
persons over 14.

The budgets were accordingly classified into three groups,
viz. :—"* S or simple households, consisting of not more than
two persons over 14 years, and with one or more children under
14 years; “*C’’ or complex households, consisting of more than
two persens over 14 years, and with one or more children under
14 years; and ““ A’ or adult bouseholds, in which there were
not any persons under 14 years.

It was necessary to multiply the ° A’ group by 3, in order
to bring the propertionate number of adults and children in the
budgets with which we were dealing into conformity with the
national proportion (5 to 2). The figures for the three groups
having been totalled separately, those obtained for the A’
group were weighted accordingly.

It was found, however, that the difference between the
“* weights '" obtained by the first and by the second methods were
so small as to be quite negligible, as is shown by the following
tables :—

PERCENTAGE INCREASES FrRoOM JuULny, 1914, To Marcr, 1922, as
SHOWN BY THE APRLICATION OF PostT OFFICE PRICES.

Budget 2 Fuel Total
Food. Clothing. | Rent. and Sundries. | for. all

Grouping. Light. Ttems.
S+C+A 99:8 97-1 29-3 120-6 104-2 95-5
S+C+3A 99-9 97-3 27-3 | 124-9 104-1 95-7

*Figures obtained for Local Government Board only,
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PERCENTAGE INCREASES FROM Jury, 1914, o Marcu, 1922, as
SEOWN BY THE APPLICATION OF MINISTRY CF IJABOUR AND
MinNISTRY OF 1LOCAL GOVERNMENT PRICES.

Budget { * Fuel Total

Food. | Clothing. | Rent. | and Sundries. for all

Grouping. | [ ‘ i Light. ' i Items.
s - J l

S+C+A 88-2 9)-4 ‘ 27-3 116-8 97-0 ‘ 86-9

S+C+3A 88-3 92-0 | 27-3 117-2 96-9 ‘ 87-0

*Figures obtained for Local Government Board only.

It may be mentioned here that if weights are obtained for the
Ny group of households only, i.e., for an average of two adults,
and 3.5 children, the final increase in the cost of living figures
weuld be 91.2 fm March, 1922, and 84.6 for June 1922, <. €.,
practically identical with the ﬁgules obtained by ° we1ght1ng
accordance with all the budgets. //’

(4) Table of Weights.

The following Table shows the actual Irish *‘ weights,”” re-
presenting the proportionate expenditure by the average wage-
earning heusehold on the various commodities, as compiled from
the budgets received.

The actual Irish weights or proportions of expenditure on each
item are as follow :—

Total expenditure ... 100 Food ... B87-05
Beef .. 518 Flour s O]
Mutton .. 2-94 Oatmeal, etc. S o
Fresh Pork -63  Rice, Sago, etc. o Sl
Sausages, Black Pudchng-;, etc. -82 Dotatoes ... =g 130010
Bacon, Pigs’ Heads, ote. w. 523 Other Vegetables 1-33
Fresh Fish 6l Tea 3-80
Cured or Tinned Fish .o +16 Sugar 3-24
Butter - 6-91  Jam e ok
Cheese .= =26 Other l"ood -95
Margarine ... <18 Meals eaten at Sbops, Hotels,
Lard I = ete. : o 70
Fresh M1lk .. 456
Condensed Milk g ey
Eggs e 344 Total Food ..o 57:05
Bread vae, 06°37
CLOTHING o L7748
Women's :— Girl’s (over 6):—
Coats ... - 69
Hats +37 Coats - 50
Costumes .o 1-09 Hats S 23
Blouses, etc. -39 Dresses ... - 69
Skirts ... e 221 Stockings 20
Stockings e 224 Combinations srcte. g
Combinations i o b Stays ... ey Ul
Corsets ... <19 Petticoats - 15
Underskirts s e o 91 Chemises w013
Chemises - 19 Boots and Shoes ... +71
Boots and Shoes ... e t92 ®ther Clothing ... e 019
Other Clothing ... G L opdrl
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CLOTHING—conéinued.
Men’s :— Boy’s (over 6) :—
Overconts Bex (7e <27
Overcoats iai s 283 Suits il i +83
Suits ... e 2060 gﬁpi (;;
; irts ...
H.a,ts ‘38 Stoekings i WEF- 00
Singlets ... e 130 Boots and Shoes .. e *506
Drawers o 130 Other Clothing ... RL3
Shirts ... AT Ohild (under 6)
Socks ... e 232 o (L R B
Clothes, Boots, etc. e 45
Boots and Shoes ... o133 208 R 1
Other Clothing ... e 134 Total Clothing .. 17-48
Rent e Bedl

Fuel and Light en 204

Coal ... 3-14  Tlectricity for Cookmg P

Turf sear L 79. - Candles’ i, e 968

Firewood ... ... +34 DParaffin Oil - 67

Gas fer Lighting ... .o 40 Other Fuel and Lwht sre 049

Gas for Cooking, etc. -29

Electricity fer lighting i =03 Total Fuel and Light 704
Sundries oo 18202

Soap ..« 1-12 Other Sundries ... 8:41

Pipe Tobacco a2l

Cigarettes ... <en 1-38 Total Sundries TR0
Total Expendit:l;e_ oo X00a(Y)

NOTES ON THE BUDGETS.
(a) Reliability of Budgets. Tests.

As a test of the reliability of the budget returns several sets were
taken at random and were arranged in two groups having a
common factor of approximately equal numbers of persons and
equal total income. It was found on addition that the pro-
portion of total expenditure spent on each description of food,
clothing, ete., was approximately the same in each family and
income group. Thus we treated the first 30 budgets from house-
holds with small and large incomes in this manner, dividing them
so that each lot of 15 would have about the same number of
persons and the same income. The selection was made without
any teference whatever to expenditure, and the fellowing were
the results :—

PrRCENTAGE EXPRENDITURE.

1st Lot 2nd Lot

of 15. of 15.
Food ... ¢ 54.3 53.2
Clothing o b ) 20.9 20.3
Rent ... 6.6 6.7
Fuel and Light ... 6.7 6.7
Sundries 11.5 Mgl

Total ... 100 100
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NUMBERS IN THE HOUSEHOLD.

Under 4 8 3
4 to 13 30 31
14 and over ... 57 59
Total, ... 95 93

Total Weekly Incomes ... 1597s. 1543s.

Thne Household Budgets in the S Group were separately
tested and the fellowing results were obtained :—

INncomr or HousermoLD.
Under { £3 £4 | £5 £6
£3 ¢ upwards
Proportion of Expenditure
under each of the following
sub-divisions :— ‘
Food ... 61:1 604 563 48-0 41-4
Clothing 157 13-7 19-3 19-4 17-7
Rent . . 53 6-6 5-0 3-8 12-4
Fuel and nghb 87 7-6 7-3 8-1 9-0
Sundries 9-2 11-7 12-1 15-7 19-5
Total 100 100 100 100 100

This test showei that the budgets we used conformed with
common experience, and is, therefore, evidence of their reli-
ability.

(b) Comparison of English and Irish Weights.

The weights used in England in compiling the British index
figure were cempiled from budgets collected as long ago as 1904.
These show a pre-war standard of living and the final index figure
shows the percentage increase in expenditure necessary to main-
tain that precise standard of living abselutely unchanged at the
present day.

We were not in possession of any Irish figures by which the
pre-war standard of living could be accurately measured, and it
was accordingly necessary for us to obtain budgets showing the
present standard of living. Our final index figure therefore shows
the percentage increase in expenditure which would have been
necessary to maintain the present standard of living absolutely
unchanged from July, 1914, to the present day.

It has been seen that according to the fignres compiled by us,
57.1s. out of every 100s. is spent on food in Irish wage-earning
class households; 17.5s. on elothing, and so on, and 1t is of mterest
to cempare these weights *’ with the ooneqpondmg figures
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calculated by the English Ministry of Labour from the *‘ United
Kingdom ** Budgets of 1904, which relate to the pre-war ** United
Kmgdom ' Standard of Living and which are still in use in
England.

The following table shows the proportion of each 100s. spent by
Wage-Earning Class Households which is spent on (1) Food, (2)
Clothing, (3) Rent, (4) Fuel and Light, and (5) Sundries :—

In IRELAND. In “ Unrrep Kinepom."
In June, ‘ In July, | In July,
Class of Commodity. 1922, 1914, In July, 1922,
as caleulated  as ecalculated 1914, as calculatocl
from the from the |ascaleulated from 1904
Committee’s previous from 1904 Budgets
Budgets. column hy Budgets. by
| price changesw price changes.
A [ B. C. D.
(1) Food ... 571 56-2 60 58:6
(2) Clothing 17-5 | 17-0 12 15-6
(3) Ront ... o 54 | 79 . 16 13-3
(4) Fuel and ngh'r 7-0 6-6 8 8:3
{5) Sundries s 13-0 : 12-3 | 4 4-2
Total e | 100-0 100-0 | 0-0

| 100 100-

It should be explained that the method of arriving at Columns
B and D 1s as follows :—

The amounts of the various commodities consumed, as shown
in the table compiled from the budgets, are left unchanged, but
the prices are altered according to the prices ruling at the date
under consideration, i.¢., Colomn B shows the proportion of
expenditure in 1914 on the various classes of commodities had the
1914 standard been precisely the same as the present day stan-
dard.

(C) Compilation of the Final Figure.

We were now in possession of the retail prices of the individual
commodities at the different dates, and of the weights obtained
from the sunumarisation of the household budgets, and these
prices and weights for the main groups of articles are set out in
the subjoined table : —

] ‘ : Irish
— Mid-July, 1914. | Mid-March, 1922.| Mid.June, " oights
| 1929 (sealast
1 | par.).
ll A. B. IAY B. A. B.
Food o | 524 | 546 | 104-8 | 102-8 100 | 100  57-1
Clothing e 5249 52-9 103-9 101-7 100 | 100 3s
Rent (C) 78-9 | 78-9 | 100-4 100-4 100 | 100  5-4
Fuel and nght | 46-6 48-1 104:-8 | 104-4 100 | 100 7-0
Sundries : 505 | 51-9 | 103-2 1031 100 [ 100 13-0

| | | i
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The figures A result from the returns from the Pest Office.
e other Departments.

B

23

5 C were obtmned trom only one Department—the Tiocal

Government Board.

It now only remained for us to compile the final figure.

This was ascertained by multiplying the ratio prices of the
various commodities by the ‘°weights ’’ appropriate to those
commodities (i.e., by multiplying the figures in the first six
columns of the table above by the figures in the final column).

The following table gives the result so obtained : —

e Mid-July, 1914. ‘Mid-March, 1922.| Mid-June, 1922.

|
‘ A. B A, | B. A.
|

; B.
Food 2992-0 3117:7 | 5984-1 I 5869-9 | 5710-0 | 5710-0
Clothing 922-3 = 925-7 | 1818-2 | 1779-7 | 1750-0 | 1750-0
Rent (C) ... 426-1  426-1  _542-2 | 542-2 540-0 | 540-0
Fuel and Light i | 326-2 | 336-7 |/ 730-8 730-8 700-0 | 700-0
Sundries | 657-0 674-7/‘ 1341-6 ‘ 1327-3 | 1300-0 | 1300-0
Total . | 53236 | 5480-9 10416-9 i1.249'9 10000-0 1100000
| |

Then, taking the prices in July, 1914, as the standard and re-
presenting them by the figure of 100 we get the final percentage

table.
Mid. Mid. ! Mid.
July, 1914 March, 1922. " June, 1922,
As Per Cent. of i f
A B A B A B
l 187'0 187-8 182-5

July, 1914. 100 100 | 195-7

The following table shows the percentage changes 80 obt&med

for the main groups of commodities :—

March 1922 over | June 1922 over

July 1914. July 1914.
|
= e e e e [ [
A B A B
Food ... 99-9 | 883 90-8 83-2
Clothing ... 97-3 92-0 89-9 887
Rent (C) 27:3 | 273 26-8 26+8
Fuel and Light ... | 1249 | 1172 | 1146 | 1080
Sundries ... NI St 969 97-8 92-8
Arx Ireus il 95-7 ‘ 87-0 |  87-8 82+5

The figures in column marked ‘“ A’ as before were obtained
from the prices collected by Post Office officials, and those marked
“B*’ from prices collected by officials of the Ministry of Liabour

and Local Government Board.
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By taking the mean of ‘A’ and “B’" for March and for
June, 1922, the final figures showing the increases in the Cost of
Living are obtained :—

Mid-March, 1922, Mid-June, 1922,
over July, 1914, over July, 1914.
91°4 per cent. 852 per cent.

and these are the final figures which we recommend the Government
to adopt.

NoTES ON THE COMPILATION.

(@) Comparison of Post Office, Ministry of Labour end Local
Government Board Figures.

The close similarity between the figures supplied by the various
Departments can perhaps be most clearly seen in a different
tabular form.

For every 100 shillings spent by wage-earning classes in July,
1914, the following would be the corresponding amounts (as
shown by the different returns) which would have to be spent in
order to maintain the same standard of living in March and June,
1922.

Ministry of Mean of Deviation Deviation
Post Labour and columns of («) and as a per-
®ffice. Ministry of (a) and (b) from centage of
Local Govt. (). the mean. | colwmn (c)
(a) (%) © |
March,
1922 195-7 1870 191-35 4-35 2-3
June,
1922 187-8 182-5 185-15 | 2-65 i-4

The last column shows that in general the difference between
Post @ffice, Ministry of Labour and Ministry of Local Govern-
ment was 2.3 per cent. of the mean for prices returned for Mairch,
1922, and 1.4 per cent. of the mean for prices returned for June,
1922—surely a small difference considering the instability of
prices.

(b) Sundries.

A point of some importance is the following :—

In the British budgets only items of which the price changes
could be accurately measured are understood to have been in-
cluded.

In our Summary all ““ Sundries’’ shown in the budgets are
included. But as the price change of only about one-third of
them could be directly measured it was assumed that the change
in the level of the prices of the remaining sundries varied in the
same proportion as the change in the other four groups combined.
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(D) Results of Different Weighting.

Calculations were also wmade whereby a final figure could be
arrived at by different methods, and the following table shows
results obtained :—

PERCENTAGE INCREASES ARISING BY USING BRITISH WEIGHTS.

Percentage Increase
in Cost of Living
in Ireland.

DIFFERENT METHODS.
July 1914
to
March 1922

July 1914
to
June 1922.

(¢) By applying British Weights in 1914 |
to the Committee’s Irish Prices of all ‘
commodities in 1914 and 1922 the per-
centage increase in the Cost of lemg
would be | 84-8 J 80-2

(6) Taking Irish Prices for Food in 1914 as
collected by the British Board of Trade,
but the Committee’s Prices for all other
comnmodities in 1914 and all commodities

in 1922 the increase would be 76-6 71-0

(c) Taking British Prices for food in the ‘‘ United
Kingdom ” in 1914, but the Committees |
Prices for all other commodities in 1914
and all commodities in 1822 the increase

would be 72-1 673

Prices obtained entirely on Irish weights
and prxces, and recommended for adoption

are i 91-4 85-2

l&s regards this table it should however, be pomted out that
the commodities selected by us are not in all respects identical
with those selected by the British authorities and that the appli-
cation of the weights, although broadly speaking correct, could
not be accurate in every detail.

It only remains for us to express our gratitude for all the assist-
cance given to us by the officials of the Departments already
mentioned and by the staff assisting in the actual compilation.
Our thanks are especially due to Mr. C. J. Barry, of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture und Technical Instruction and to the National
School teachers who furnished such excellent budgets.

(Signed) JorN HOoOPER, Chairman.
T. K. BEWLEY.
T. Mac Tlolits PEORAIS,

STANLEY L:YON.
4th August, 1922.
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APPENDIX.

Form A.

DIRECTIONS.

1. All prices should be quoted in pence, and sheuld be cash prices at
the shop (not delivered).

2. Please note the quantity mentiened in the first column in each case,
and let your figures correspend.

3. If actual prices paid for any item are not available—leave space
blank. Do not estimate.

4. The figures quoted for the month of March, 1922, should be those
prevailing on the date on which you fill up the ferm.

5. In the column headed “ Observations,” please furnish any particulars
cencerning the retail prices of food in your district, which, in your epinien
are worthy of observation.

6. Fill in on the back page of the form particulars ef the sources from
which infermation as to the prices of the cemmedity has been obtained,
for example :(—

CoMAMODITY. SOURCE. NATURE.
Butter ... | John Macken, Main Street ... | Large Shop—Day Boolk
Lggs ««» | Personal knowledge ... | Birect Country supply
Eggs ..« | Mrs. O'Kane, Dublin Roacl Household Pass Boolk -

7. The figures representing the majority of the sales are the figures
roquired. Exceptional prices are of no value.

8. In every case yeu should check your infermatien, whether given
of your knowledge or after investigation by enquiry frem more than one
source.
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APPENDIX.
Form A-—CONTINUED.
RETAIL PRICES OF CERTAIN FOOD COMMODITIES IN..........ccooovene
AT UNDERMENTIONEB DATES. (City, Town, or District).
1913 1914 1922
CoMMODITY. Observa-

Jan. [ April| July | Oct. | Feb. | July | Feb. | Mar.| tions.

Beef (Irish).

Best cuts ool U Rl A1 TR I S i e e | e e e
Second parts ... Rl L o [ IE ol I el 1 | 4 | i
Rough meat ... fr | cababott|[(Saoae o 200000 [odboaad, haogan || 790absd o guiad TR b ok A

Mutton (Irish).

Best cuts =
Second parts ... .
Rough meat, ... '~

Bacon.
Smoked (piece) 5
R (rashers) ,,

Unsmoked (piece) ,
b (rashers) ,,
Shoulder (piece) o
9 (rashers) .,
American (piece) 5
> (rashers) ,,

Fresh Porl.

Chops W g
Steaks T
Puddings T
Sausages. !
Beef i = oo IS Sl ol | A e == ol s eae] Bota e
Pork et e Bt S R L o [ By Panr e Pop oy T T
SiTlnericl™ = Lo B A R | e ol M s b O
Lard 2t o | B e v P CAEE] P TR o e beeigor] (e e i et O T
Dripping PR B R e s R e il [t Bencrdatl| IS SR o
Butter.
Trish Creamery ... ,; |kEsEalasansms PETeAn AR 5 [RErer s Eeiaan s Zeans Bvdaras aies
Imshifarmerisig el e i SR i) PR PR S (wessm s sy
New Zealand ... ,, |..... e ity = men] M IS bl 4 (PR R i
Danish L ] T S I ] P IE A sl 0 e e E| ey ot eI iret ol
Margarine.

First Grade
Second Grade
Third Grade

Cheese (give brand
other description).

Eggs.
First Grade per
Second Grade
Third Grade ......
Third Grade ......
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APPENDIX.

Form A —CONTINUED.

1913 1914 1922

CoMMoDITY. Observa-
Jan. | April| July [ Oct. | Feb. | July | Feb. | Mar.| tions.

Miik. ‘
Fresh per quart]. ... | &l| Goint| fioodne o |maoptie Haaioa | odoad bomadonmeatlios
Buttermilk e WA | =
Skim Milk S ] A PR g heoere O [T Nl I o] B | | (AR

Tinned Milk.
i SIS (iveRsizeio i tir) il Eeosl) sy | s [ Ul Mo OO (g & gtiiinetal (el | ol St
Importec s S ey el ot ey bt b

Bread (per-2-1b. Loaf) l..seulcrureestroneevabianse s annais | won s vrinlin s anwisi| o imcains i m e el n ik e

Flour.
Housshold per stene TRt R s o [ rne] Feron] (i RCEEA (Dbl et s ter
Household per sack of |...... o B AL S R (Bt ey e e |FRsined) (e e

......... stones.
Best American per sack [...... 75 L) T3 PN A e s e [P v B
of..........stones.

Meoal.
Qaten ... por stone
QOaten ... per stone|....... cstamsalbasaowlicvsnialiyneylaegesonfives puis
Wheaten
Indian

Rice sapenlbiher AT Yot .
Potatoes per stone]....... P i [ HoME P (S 3T R A e Hoe e

Sugar, White granu-
lated Tpeil I RIS S htooon boondas| oo o kst o] PeatErior a0 o

Tea.
Best quality M el ot L 1L

Cheapest quality || B e e o k) ignras ol IS 00 O T | Lt |

Coffee, Greund i | Beatn oA T e [ g in | e Randeeets A | seaed e
Cocon.
Shell sy
Tinned W s
Jam, Irish (give name of
kind in 1most demand).

Ploase add any information
available as to prices of
the following commedi-
ties, giving description of
sach item :—

Fish
Vegetables ... i 157 gl ¥ Bt [P
Poultry S5 el |t L0 1 (el S [

Fruit
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APPENDIX.

Form A —CONTINUED

ParTICULARS OF SoURCES from which information has been obtained :—

CodMOoDITY. SOURCE. NATURE.
Beef (| Vau Tho
LUALO T e e e e et PR A e b e e e LA T
[ e o I e S e St e W wlaota R O A S RPN RN

Fresh Pork
Nausages
Lard
Dripping
Butter
Margarine
Cheese

Eggs

Mill
Tinned Mill
Bread
Flour

Meal i
Rice
Potatoes
Sugar

Tea

Coffes
Cocoa

Jam

Fish
Vegetables
Poultry

Fruit
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APPENDIX.
Form B 1.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILLING IN SPECIAL FORMS
FOR RETAIL PRICES.

(1) The necessary inquiries for filling up these forms should be made
immediately.

(2) The returns duly cempleted sheuld be pested so as to reach this
Office not later then Thursdey, 22nd June. Please do your utmost to post
them as early as possible.

(3) Get the information from the shops most frequented by the wage-
earning classes. "Prices representing the Ikind, quality, etc., on which
these classes spend most money are the prices required.

{4) Please note the quantity for which the prices of each comunodity
are to be quoted.

(6) All prices on Forms B 2 and B 3 should be queted in pence (but
cerrect te farthings)—thus Sugar 5§d. per Ih.

(6) Give actual prices. If you cannot get them leave blanks; do net
give estimates or averages. For prices for the dates prier to June, 1922,
get the Shopkeepers to look up their books.

(7) All prices should be cash prices at the shop (not delivered) they should
represent the majerity of sales and they should be checked by incuiry
frem more than one source.

(8) (@) Get prices in all cases from Shopkeepers, giving on each Form
the names and full postal addresses of those who supplied the information
for that Form.

(b) Give exact descriptions of beef, mutton, etc., where you are asked
to do this on the Form.

(9) Give on the space provided on each Form any explanations or
observations which you think would be helpful
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APPENDIX.
Form B 2.
RETAIL PRICES OF CERTAIN COMMODITIES
M crcmasopmmmoishos 790000006005 30 (18 onigtadios nofdP oonaorrpmon BT S
{Parish) (City, Town or District).
[Prices to be correct to the nearest farthing.]
= [
Mid- | Mid- Mid-
COMMODITY. Per Mar,, | Juns, ComMoprry. Per June,
1922. | 1922. 1922.
d. d. . d.
Butter, Irish Faetory e e Pork Chops Mod T |t gnee
Cheese, Golden Spray * Wek 1 liorooodd|| cooqomr o Pork Sausagos 1b. | .........
|
Condensed Milk, Irish |1 1b, i |ooeiienfornennnns Lard 1b. [reeneene
full Cream. |
Condensed Milk, Nestle's | 1 1b, tin |.........l......... Butter, Irish Creamery 15T |1 bonbenkx
Rice. Rangoon W |l e sl |86 / Butter, Irish Farmer’s| lb. |.........
s Java )RSl O et 8 T 1 Margarine, First Grade| 1b, |.........
Jam, Strawberry 5, || [hdanpaed] [ o Margarine, Second e | bonbebain
Grade.
Fresh Pork, Shoulders 5% - boroooees poptiooi d Eggs, First Grade oz JaN| o
Fish—Red Herrings ... Slev2g | Moonabe 6! koot e Milk, Fresh Quart |.........
;> —Iresh Herrings TR 1| Hiorrstoaod boneoeddt Bread ... mor || B %, 12 4¥ | benemone,
,» —Cod Steak Al 1 |G fgsmha Flour, Household ... | 14 lbs. |.........
Ten (quality most used B, 0 || keSoromen| sesmoad Oatmeal ... e T in 3y | fananoom
by working classes).
Cabbage 4 IGENL Ul ocdeer| ot oy Potatoes, Old T4 bsle oo
Soap, Household (bar) Mot A Sugar, white granu- D, LN
ol L] B oredacH] Jlaoekiapoe| bt lated.
Tea, Best Quality ... 05y, |bocccbass
Candles $0:124 D | b qpromen) oseacuoa Foonckioa
,» Cheapest Quality| lb. |.........
Paraffin Qil pergalll SR e o e
(BSERVATIONS.
Coal peralil 23 Ha [EE=TEl [t ST
Turf * PocklI28 bevt | S g RErEna b iameal i &0
Gas for lighting * per e ¢ poaooso 1) [{pceop o em soox <
Gas for cooking, per [......c.ooi|ieeiiinifiienienns
&c. *
thlectricity it orMinars i 18 e e e
lighting *
Electricity for per [...........ileeecifioiiiis

co‘oking, &c. *

* SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONSB.—(e) Cheese, Golden Spray —If this kind of Cheese is not
sold, strike out last two words, insert kind most usually sold to working classes, and

give prices.

(b) Turf—Note, price is asked for per 112 lbs.

State on back of this

form how it is sold in your Parish, and give number of sods, creels, etc., to the 112 lbs.
(c) Gas and Electricity —Insert the quantity which you are pricing, and state any
** observations ™ {(on the front or back of this form) which will help in compiling uniform
quotations for the different parts of Ireland.

T Nore.—Prices for Mid-June, 1922, only are required for these particular com-

mocdlities.

(SIGNature).. . oviiivicirarriarae s 50
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Form B 2—CONTINUED.

loMmMODITY.

Name and full postal address
of Shopkeeper or Firm from
whom the information was
obtained.

OBSERVATIONS.

(1) Butter

{2) Cheese

{3) Condensed Milk

(4) Margarine
(5) Lard

(6) Sausages
(7) Fresh Pork
(8) Tea ...
(%) Sugar
(10) Jam ...
(11) Rice ...
(12) Oatmeal
(13) Flour
(14) Broad
(15) Eggs

(16) Milk, fresh
(17) Potatoes
(18) Cabbage
(19) Fish ...
(20) Soap

(21) Candles
(22) 0Oil

(23) Coal ...
(24) Turf ...
(25) Gas ...

(26) Electricity

..........................................
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APPENDIX.
Form B 3.
RETAIL PRICES OF CERTAIN COMMODITIES

(City, Town or District).

PRICES.

Insert under Beef the exact description
(e.g., ‘‘round steak,” ‘‘stewing beef,”
“rib steak,” “ corned brisket,’’
‘“ shoulder,” ¢ liver,”’ etc., or whatever is
the exact deseription) of each of the six
parts, kinds, etc., on which the working
classes at present spend most money,
naming the parts in the order of their
importance from this point of view.
Pleage insert prices opposite each des-
cription. Similarly, in the case of
Mutton insert the exact description ofy
the four parts, kinds, etc., in the orde{’
of their money importance to the working
classes, entering the exact price opposite
each. Again, under Bacon, efc., insert
the exact description (e.g.,  Irish
shoulder rashers,”” “Irish bacon, back
piece,” ¢ American bacon, shoulder
piece,” ““Pigs’ heads,” ¢ American
Gams,” etc., or whatever is the exact
description) of each of the six parts,
kinds, cuts, etc., of cured pigs on which
the working classes at present spend
most money, naming the parts in order
of their importance from this point of
view. Enter the exact prices opposite
each description.

Do not estimate prices. As regards
Mid-March, shopkeeper’s books should
be referred to in each case.

|/ most

ESTIMATED WEIGHTS.

On each blank line below insert
the same description as you have
already inserted on the same line
in the lefthand column, then
insert below the best estimates
of comparative weights which you
can get from the shepkeeper.

That is to say, for every 10 lbs.
of that part, kind, cut, etec., on
which the working classes spend
money, insert below the
approximate weight of each of the
other descriptions (2), (3), ete.,
purchased by the working classes.

Mid- Mid-
BEEF, per lb. March, June, BEEF. Weights.
1922. | 1922.
(1). (1) 10 1b.
(2) (2) 1h.
(3) ‘ (3) it Ib.
(4) (4) 1b.
(5) (5) 1b.
(6) (6) 1b.
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Form B 3 CONTINUED.
Mid- Mid-
MUTTON, per Ib. March, | June, MUTTON. Woeights.
1922. 1922,
(1) (1) 10 1b.
2) (2) 1b.
(3) (3) Ib.
(4) (4) 1h.
BAGON, &c., per 1b. BACON, etc.
(1) (1) 10 1b.
(2) (2) 1b.
(3) (3) 1b.
(4) (4) Ib.
(5) (5) 1b.
(6) (6) 1b.
The working-class families in this district spend about............... shitlings

on Mutton for every 10 shillings spent on Beef.

For every 10s. which the working classes spend on butchers’ meat (beef
and mutton) how much do they spend on bacon and other pig-meat (including
3ausages) ? ... Ao e R G T e T

T AL T D0 Aomog skieR0eaEEaoaaoeangE Rerngost Date,. It e June, 1922,

(L T N (e e T LT Aoyl
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Form B 4.
CLOTHING OF WAGE-EARNING CLASSES.

IREGUATE) I BT SB3fune o cananobne i d05a 100ndte doan 3580040
The prices for 1914 must refer to exactly tho samc type and quality of
articles as for 1922, which must be of a descriptien in general demand amongst
wage-earning classes in 1922. In all cases of clothing it is the ready-made
article that sheuld be priced, except as regards men’s suits, men’s trousers
and men’s overcoats, for which two sets of prices, (1) ready-made, (2) tailor-
made, should be given.

| |
State Material and exact July, | Mar., IJ une,

Articles. Description. — | 1914. | 1922 | 1922.

(A). Men’s.

Suits (1)
» (2)
Trousers (L) ..
» (2) h™
Overcouats (1) |..
> al-
. 2
Singlets saE o
Drawers
Shirts
Socks
Boots

(B). Boys aged about
A
Suits
Overcoats
Shirts
Stockings
Boots

(C). Women’s.
Light Coats
Heavy Coats
Costumes
Blouses
Skirts
Stockings
Combinatiens
Corsets
Underskirts
Chemises
Boots

(D). Girls aged about

.

Coats (LU orrnaeto Hrnrrea et bt
Dresses s

Stockings pair

Combinations »

Stays each

Petticoats »

Chemises )

Boots pair
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Form B 4 CONTINUED.

(IE)—MareniaLs purchased by Wage-earning Clasges (same kind and quality
at each date).

| July, | Mar., | June,

Materials. | Exact Description, Width, &c. | Per | 1914. | 1922. | 1922.

Woollen Yarn
Calico

Cotton
Flannel =
Flannelette ...
Serge

Tweed

Print

(F).—Names and full pestal addresses of shopkeepers, firms, &c., from whom

information on this Form B. 4 was obtained.

(G)—Observations,

Signature........... ab8 100000000000 oMo e



APPENDIX.
This Ferm should be returned by the  day of June, 1922. * Form B 5.
REPRESENTATIVE RENTS PAID BY WAGE-EARNING CLASSES IN...iioiiiotitiiiirienineaninearaneaneneaeannn

I—WHOLE HOUSE OCCUPIED BY ONE FAMILY.

I.—The houses referred to below should be representative of wage-earning class dwellings in as many different districts as possible. Houses owned by
the Local Authority should be indicated by an asterisk placed after the postal aumber ; such houses should only form their due proportion of
the number mentioned below since the Return is required to show the true average change in rents in all wage-earning class houses. Rents of actuel

houses should be givenr : different rents are not te be averaged.

Annual Rent } i i :
ostu et T it Ra GBI lianiaet Annual Rates on each house. P.L. Valuation of each house.
Name of Street. No. or | rooms = pRe=—=2 =— § =i -

Nos. of | in each
houses. | house. | July, 1914. § Mar., 1922. | June, 1922.) July, 1914. | Mar., 1922. | June, 1922 | July, 1914. | Mar., 1922. | June, 1822 &2

5% s. < s. £ s. LAlasiicl® £ 1|bse | Uy ELiistil s ekt T s. £ S. 65 59

* @wned by the Local Authority. s
T It is the ANNUAL rent that should be entered ; accordingly weekly, monthly or quarterly rents at the above dates should be multiplied by 52,12 or 4

respectively, and the result entered.



II.—PART

APPENDIX.
Form B 5—coNTINUED.

ONLY

OF HOUSE OCCUPIED

BY

FAMILY.

I1.—The houses or tenements should be in as many different districts as possible and the particulars should be representative of wage- -earning

class accommodation in those districts.

Actual rents are to be given : different rents ure not te be everaged.

Name of Street.

Postal No. of house.

Number * of rooms
occupied by each
family selected.

Amount ef Rent paid per week for the rooms.

July, 1914.

March, 1922.

June, 1922,

* The numbers required are to represent different types of wage-earning class accommodation and, therefere, families should be selected
occupying different numbers of rooms so as to properly represent local conditions.

Signature
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APPENDIX.

Form B 6.—DPage 1.
HOUSEHOLD BUDGET.
ParTicULARS for all persons in a household at.................. COPIE . o [t o
during the seven days ended.................. ....June, 1922.

(Nore.—Particulars for each person should be given, one line being devoted
to each).

Description S Earnings
(e.g., husband, wife, father, ; . for
son, niece, (:([?)I %gImaLele LA Qocupation® | 415 saven
servant, lodger, &ec.). 3 days.{
i i T Gk,
(140) st e OBt oA BOABEEGove] [l i oot eboemog abtnsb b crdt| oo e pmodon
T o e ol Mo e ol S e e ol e ek B
T o s e [ ST
e s e A e o e sl ottty ] O o RO ] e o e A
i
(5] ey — od e oo lagogo oo / .............................................
(B} ommtxtnnmma s womoos: to8opdadosi |4 saeaoaotamal rogaassl Fpas Sacap Racpadaosoning [bdopact aoaskans
(T e, = e e eSS s e S N sk o
(SR V0, s o o R e e e
()P R A e et s o o A e L IR D
T~ e T o MR WD, s e (1)
1 |
*e¢.g., ‘ Carpenter,” ‘“Dock labourer,” | Total earnings (A) |
“ domestic duties,’” *‘ at school,” &c. :
+ If there is a servant, her wages should | Other receipts
not be included here.
Total income (B)

+ Receipts of old age or other pensions should be included here and not in
the column for ¢ earnings  above.
Please state on the following lines particulars of pensions or other receipts :—

Observations with regard to particu- SUMMARY.
lars on this page.

Number o_f - Persons
Who earned cash (A) ... ...
Who did not earn cash (A) .,,......

Total number of persons in
the household e b s

Total income (B) for the
soven eays ...

Number of Persons

Under 4 years...
4 years to 13 (inclusive)
i4 years and over T | e

Total number of persons in
the household AR e
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APPENDIX.
Form B 6.—Page 2.
QUANTITIES AND COSTS OF ARTICLES CONSUMED DURING THE

SEVEN DAYS............ JUNEN TOSE o JUNE, 1922.
Quan-|s. d. Quan-
tity. tity. |s. d.
Forn axp LicaT.
Foop.
(29) Coal cwt.
(1) Beef 1b. (30) Turf -
(2) Mutton ... 1b. (31) Firewood .
(3) Fresh pork 1h. (32) Gas —
(4) Sausages, black pud 1b. (33) Electrlclty
dings, &ec. (34) Candles ... 1b.
" (5) Bacon, pigs’ heads, &c.| 1b. (35) Paraffin Oil pts.
| (36) Other Fuel and nght. *
(6) Total Meat t * + (37) Total Fuel & Light (I) *
(7) Fresh Fish 3
(8) Cured or Tinned I‘lsh *
(9) Butter ... 1b. HousesoLp REQUISITES.
(10) Cheese ... Ib.
(11) Margarine oo |l (38) Soap
(12) Lard 1b. 1(39) Stgrch, blne pohshes, £
13) Fresh Milk ts.
5143 Condensed Milk ... p]b_ (40) Crgzkew- hardyware, 5
=4
g}g; S Son (e (41) Other household re- *
loaves quisites.
(17) Flour ib. (42) Total Household Re- *
(18) Oatmeal, &o. st [ 1D quisites (F).
(19) Rice, Sago, &c. ... 1b.
(20) Potatoes ... ib.
(21) Other Vegetab]es * SUNDRIES.
{22) Ten 2 1b.
(23) Sugar Ib. (43) Pipe tobacco 0%.
(24) Jam o, 1h. (44) Cigarettes... 0z,
{25) Other foocl % (45) Medicines, Omtments, ]
(26) Meals eaten at shopq * &e. [
hotels, &e. (4 6) Newspapers, &e. . t *
————%(47) Train and tram farm, *
&e. |
(27) Total Food (C) ... * T [(48) Insurances - | *
(49) |
(50)
(51)
(28) Clothes boots and v
shoes (D) (52) Total Sundries (G) *

* Cost only is required. 7 When totting bhe careful not to add in Meat twice
over.

Note—Food purchased for poultry, pigs, &c.; materials for making up
garments for sale ; implements for producing goods for sale, &c., should not be
included above.

(fl) RENTS (Iucluding rates).—What is the weekly rent (including rates) of

the house or rooms occupied by the household ?......... shillings and......... pence.
insert the

93

Does the family own the house ? ............ If the answer s *‘ yes,
(yes or no).
equivalent rent and rates.

@hservations on Weekly Costs and on rent :—
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Form B 6.—Page 3.

cOST OF CLOTHING (INCLUDING BOOTS AND SHOES) FOR THE TWELVE
MONTHS, JULY, 1921, TO JUNE, 1922, INCLUSIVE.

As it is exceptionally difficult to obtain representative costs of clothing, you are
earnestly requested to help the Government by going to the greatest pains to give below
the most accurate figures you possibly can for the cost of the clothing (including boots
and shoes) used up by the household during the twelve months, July, 1921, to June, 1922,
inclusive.  Costs of materials purchased for clothing (e.g., cotton for children’s dresses)
should be included, any costs of making-up should be added. Material purchased for making
up articles for sale should not be entered. CosTS FOR REPAIRS AND ALTERATIONS OF
CroTHING (including boots and shoes) should be included. ~FOR ARTICLES WHICH USUALLY
LAST MORE THAN TWELVE MONTHS include below only the proportionate cost for the twelve
months. For instance, if an overcoat is usually bought only once in three years, enter
below only one-third of the price; even if the overcoat was purchased eighteen months
ago, one-third of the cost should still be stated below. If the exact amount of money spent:
during the twelve months on, for instance, boys’ stockings, cannot be remembered, but it
it is known that a pair lasts about four months, then include below three times the price of
the last pair. The lists below are intended for your convenience ; some of the articles may
not have been used, others more important than some mentioned may have to be included
with minor expenditure under  @ther Clotrhing/.’f

EOT .1 Women. oz Rty Girls over 6. 7For ......... Men. For...... Boys over 6.
97 58 £ s. £ s £ s.
Coats Coat_s - Overcoats ... QOvercoats ...
Hats Hats \ Suits Suits
Costumes ... Dresses ot Hats . Caps
:B]ouses, &e.... Stockings ... Singlets Shirts
Skirts ik Combinations Drawers ... Stockings
;tOckings Stays Shirts [P Boots & Shoes
Ibombinations Petticoats ... Socks Other Clothing
Corsets Chemises ... Boots & Shoes 15 Total
Underskirts Boots & Shoes Other Clothing B Per Boy
Chemises ... Other Clothing = For...... cé’zildren under
| £ s.
Boots & Shoes Total childrerfs 1
= — clothes, boots,
&c. J
Jther clothing
j Total of above s Total of above Total of above N Per Child ... R
LPer Woman = Per Girl ... Per Man ... EEl

(I.) Total cost of Clothing, Boots and Shoes, for the whole household for 12 months, £ : =

OBSERVATIONS on costs of clothing (including Boots and Shoes) :—




COST OF FUEL AND LIGHT FOR THE TWELVE MONTHS, JULY, 1921,
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APPENDIX.

Form B 6.—Page 4.

TO JUNE,

inclusive.

As the cost of fuel and light is so different in winter and summer, will you please state
below, as accurately as possivle, the expenditure on fuel and light by the household during

the past twelve months, and the corresponding quantities of the items consumed.

— Quantity. —_— Quantity. | £ s
Coal tons. Electrieity for lighting 08
Turf tons. Electricity for cooking, &ec.
Firewood Candles =l 1b.
Gas for lighting Paraffin Oil galls.
Gas for cooking, &ec. Other fuel and light
(J). Total expenditure on Fuel and Light for the twelve months £ J

Observations on fuel and light :—

General Observations :—

The figures and observations inserted on these four pages are reliable to the best of my

knowledge and belief.

Signature of Teacher or Assistant.............. POtOs! Rank:...... T N

Address of School

T AL TN T s parts T N L 1922.




APPENDIX.

Form B 7.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR DEALING WITH HOUSEH@LD
BUDGET FORM B 6.

1. Select the household with one or more wage-carners for which yeu
can give the most reliable particulars. You can cheese any type of heuse-
hold you think fit, it does not matter whether it be a household even of
twenty or even of one, whether cemfortably eff or poorly eff, with many
children or with few or no children, witttleveral wage-earners or with only
one, with no men, with ne wemen, with a visitor, with a servant, ete.,
previded the household chesen is ene ef the wage- earning clgss This

will ensure that taking the country as a whele the bu\lgets will represent
every day cenditions and avoid anything exceptional.

2. If you select a household with a plot or garden in which food is pro-
duced, or one with fewl or pigs, etec., a note to this effect should be made
under * Observatisns.™

3. Make no statement which would identify the heuschold for which
you send an acceunt; as a further precaution the individual returns
will be treated as strictly cenfidential —yewr figures will be used only in
totting them with figures in a large number of other budgets in order to
arrive at averages, etc.

4. If you live with a wage earner and give the budget of your own house,

" do noet state that the household is your own, but you will of course place .
the word ‘‘ teacher” en one line in the eccupation coluinn of the first
table (a teacher is not necessarily a national schoel teacher ; in any case
the budget will be treated as strictly confidential).

5. If you can get accurate particulars for the days of the current week,
4o so. If not, would yeu ask the househelder to keep an account for the
seven days immediately fellowing the receipt of this communicatien.
Post your budget so as to reach here by the 30th June, at latest. Spend
all the time you can spare to get the particulars as accurate as possible.

6. Under ““ Observations  on each page give any remarks that may be
helpful, especially explanations of unusually large or small figures. The
budgets will be closely scrutinised.

7. De not stamp the envelope; it will come post free.
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APPENDIX.
Form B 7—CONTINUED.

Pace 1.

8. Give & line to each individual in the household from the oldest to the
youngest. In the smunmary table include as earners any who earn even
a few shillings. In case short time or only a few hours were worked this
should be stated under ¢ Observations.”

Pace 2.

9. Get the quantity and cost of the items consumed in the week. In
most cases it will be accurate enough to state purchases during the weelk,
but where thore has been an unusually large purchase of food, etc., to last
more than one week (or an unusually small purchase owing to a large
quantity being in hand at the beginning of the week) give the quantity and
cost of the week’s consumption. You are, however, definitely instructed
to state the purchases during the week of such articles as ** clothing, boots
and shoes” “ crockery, hardware,” ete., and of all such goods which are
intended to last mere than one week. If any article (e.g., a suit of clothes,
ete.) 1s purchased on an easy payient system give the total cost—mnet
the amount of the instalment. It is anticipated that a small nunber of
budgets will contain abnormally large figures for *‘ clething, boots and
shoes,” ete., and in such cases particulars should be given under the
** Observations.”?

Loads, creels, ete., of turf should be converted te the equivalent weight.

RenNrt.—The figure required is to include rates. If the houscheld owns
the house, this should be stated and the equivalent rent (including rates)
should be given. If the household do not oceupy a whole house, this
sheuld be stated.

10. You will obserye that the week’s expenditure will not necessarily
be the samme as the week’s incoine.

Paces 3 anp 4

11. The diffieulty of giving as accurate figures on pages 3 and 4 as on
pages 1 and 2 is recognised, but you are earnestly requested to do the very
best you can to give reliable figures.. Under ‘ Observations’ on the
last page give an indication of the degree of accuracy of your figures.

12. Do not send a budget at all unless you are satisfied that the figures
are reliable on the whole.
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COST OF LIVING INDEX NUMBER

-
-
v
-~

MID-OCTOBER, 1922

Average Percentage Increase since July, 1914 ... 88-8 per cent.

The Cost of Living Committee were instructed to determine
a cost of living figure for mid-September on the same basis as for
March and June, 1922, but were unable to collect the necessary
data owing to the postal strike. Returns of retail prices were
obtained for the earliest practicable subsequent date—the 12th
October—from the same sources as in the June enquiry.
Separate averages of the retail prices for each commodity were
made as on the last occasion, for the groups of towns of different
sizes, on a population basis, and the final average retail price for
each commodity was obtained by * weighting ’ the separate
averages In accordance with population. These final averages
were then “ weighted ” and combined in the same manner as
described in the detailed * Report on Cost of Living in Ireland
in June, 1922.”

The results show that from mid-June, 1922, to mid-October,
1922, the usual seasonal advances in the retail prices of butter
milk, and eggs more than counterbalanced the seasonal decrease
in the retail prices of meat and potatoes, and the small decreases
in clothing, &c. The combined result of the changes increased the
cost of living index number from 185:2 in mid-June, 1922, to
188- 8 in mid-October, 1922, as compared with 100 -0 in July, 1914.
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The final average prices of the articles of food are shown in
the following Table-:—-

Average
change in
AVERAGE PRICES. price in
b Mid-Oct.,
—_— Per compared
. with
| ' Mid-June,
Mid-Juneys | Mid-Oct., | Increase. ().
1922. 1922. Decrease (—).
: !
s. d. s. d. s. d.
Beef—-Sarlom 1b. 15 1 4 —0 1
Shoulder ey 5 1 1% 1 0% —07 ¥
Corned. Brisket ... | 3 TR S 0 11} 0 .0%, -,
Neck ... . 0 113 0 11 —0 " 0%
Liver * ... b 0, 7} (A —0 ‘0}
Mutton—Leg ... o] ¥ 5% 1 4}. —0
Neck ... - Al 10 —0 1
Bacon—Irish Streaky ... 35 2 1% 2470 —0
Irish Shoulder ... 5 1 7% 1 6 —0 1%
American Streaky r 1 5% 1 4% —0 04
American Shoulder i 1 1% 100% —0 0f
Pig Heads o 0 8 0 8 No change.
Fresh Pork—Shoulder ... T 1 5% 1 5% —0 0}
Pork Sausages 3 1 4} 1IR3 —9 0%
Fish—Red Herrings ™ ... doz, 1 8% 1 6 —0 2}
Fresh Herrings ... - 1 113 1 104} —0 1%
Cod Steak 1b. 1 1% 1 2% +0 1
Eggs doz. 1 5% 2 113 +1 6
Butter—Irish Creamery ... 1b. 1 104 2 11 +0 3
Irish Farmers’ ... > 1 63 1 10§ +0 3%
Margarine—First grade ... 3 ¢ 11} 0 11} No change.
Second grade = 0 8% 0 8% +6 0}
Cheese, Golden Suray 2 1 4 1 4 —0 03}
Lard 7 0 113 1 0} 40 0%
Fresh Milk quart 0 5 Q 5% +0 0%
Condensed Millc <eo | 1-lb. tin 0 113 0 113 +0 0}
Bread .- | 2-ib. loaf 0 53 W 5 No change.
Flour—Heusehold e i (RS e 3 0% 2 10 —0 2}
Oatmeal A5 L] 3 6 3 5} —0 0%
RlceﬁR&ngoou | 1b. 0 33 0 3% No change.
Jave : Fr 0 5% 0 53 No change.
Potatoes 14 lbs. 1 43 0 103 —9 6}
Tea—Best it 3 s 1b. 3 6} 3 73 +0 03
Cheapest ... - 2FRI3L 7 +0 03}
Sugar i 0 6 0 6% +0 0%
Jam—StlaWberry «i | L-db. pot 1 3% 1 2% —0 0%

In the food group as a whole, the percentage increase in mid-
October, 1922, over July, 1914, was 94-6 per cent., as compared
with 87-0 in mid-June, 1922, and 94-1 per cent. in March, 1922,
Thus, the average level of food prices in October was about the
same as in March of this year.

As regards clothing, notwithstanding the difficulty of obtaining
exact representative average prices owing to the great variety
in quality, the different classes of goods stocked in different shops,
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&c., it is' possible to obtain substantially accurate percentage
changes in prices—the only significant price measurement—by
ensuring that the exact same classes of goods are priced for the
two dates to be compared. For instance, the average of the prices
returned in October for both October and June showed a decrease
in Men’s Readymade Suits of 2.4 per cent., and the almost similar
decrease of 2-1 per cent. in Men’s Tailormade Suits. The per-
centage decrease in the prices of other classes of clothing was
somewhat greater, with the result that the percentage change in
the prices of clothing as a whole amounted to a decrease of 2:7
per cent. in October, as compared with June.

As there was no fresh legislation from June to October affecting
rents, and as alterations in Rates are made in the early part of
the year, it was assumed that average rents had not changed
in the short interval from June to October. Accordingly, no
returns were obtained for October, and it was taken that the
percentage change from July, 1914, to October, 1922, was the
same as from July, 1914, to June, 1922.

The prices (not the percentage changes in prices) of coal varied
considerably according to locality and class of coal, from 2s. per
cwt. in Arklow to 3s. per ewt. in Tralee ; the general average
percentage change for fuel showed a slight decrease in October,
as compared with June ; decreases in the prices of paraffin oil and
candles are also noted.

Taking each of the items that enter into the budget of the wage-
earning classes and weighting the percentage price changes in
accordance with the Budget weights as published in the report
for June last, it is found that the nett result is an increase of 3-6
points in mid-October over the Index Number for mid-June, 1922,
Compared with March of this year, however, the October figure
shows a decrease of 2:6 points. The following table shows the

. final result of enquiries into the cost of living in the Country as a
. whole :—

July, 1914 o 100-0
March, 1922 ... 191-4
June, 1922 .. 185-2
October, 1922 ... 188-8

16737. Wt. 3140-134a. 3. 730. 12/22. A.T. & Co., Ltd.
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COST OF LIVING INDEX NUMBER

MID-JANUARY, 1923

Increase from Mid-July, 1914, to Mid-January, 1923.= 90 %

The following are the Cost eof Living figures which have been
compiled up to the present for the Irish Free State —

Datz. InpEXx No.
Mid-July, 1914 ... )
Mid-March, 1922 191
Mid-June, 1922 185
Mid-October, 1922 .. 189
Mid-January, 1923 190

The general basis on which the figures have been collected
and compiled has been explained in the report on the cost of
living for mid-June last. In the inquiry into the cost of living
in mid-October, 1922, and mid-Janunary, 1923, new returns of
retail prices had, of course, to be obtained, but these were
combined on the same general basis as the retail prices referring
to previous dates.

As will be seen from the above, the cost of living in mid-
January was practically the same as in mid-October, the index
figure registering the small increase of only one point. Small
increases in the food and rent groups were barely sufficient to
overbalance the small decreases in the clothing, fuel and light,
and in the ‘ miscellaneous ’ groups.



The final average prices of the articles of food are shown in

the following Table :—

AVERAGE PRICES.

Average
change in
price in
Mid-Jan, .1923,
compared
with
Mid-Oct., 1922
Increase ().
Decreass (—).

Beof—>Sirloin
Shoulder
Corned Brisket
Neck
Liver ...
Mutton—Leg ...
Neck ...
Bacon—Irish Streaky
Irish Shoulder
American Streaky
Awmerican Shoulder
Pigs’ Heads
Fresh Pork—=Shoulder
Pork Sausages
Fish—Red Herrings
Fresh Herrings
Cod Steak
Eggs oo
Butter—Irish Creamexy
Irish Farmers’ ...
Margarine—First grade ...
Second grade
‘Cheese—Golden Spray
Lard
Fresh Milk A
Condensed Milk
Bread
I‘lom'—Household
Oatmeal
Rice—Rangoon
Java
Potatoes
Tea—Best
Cheapest ...
Sugar
J am—«%rawberry
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No change.
—0 0%

3
No change.
No change.
— ) 011,
—0 0]
+0 0}
No change.
0.

‘I’D
Or—dO»—-»—‘Or—'—'

+0 0%
0 0L
— )7 (i
+0 1
+6 0}
+0 0%
Ly (4%
No change.
—0 0}
+0 0%
No change.
No change.
—0) 01
+0 0f
+0 13
No change.
—0 0}

The seasonal rising tendency in the prices of milk and butter
noted as between June and October of course continued from
October to January, and these increases, together with the con-
tinued rise in the price of tea, were the chief causes which
brought about the increase of 1'1 per cent. from October to

January in the general level of food prices ;

the principal counter-

balancing causes were the decreases in the prices of bacon and

potatoes.
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In the clothing group there was a decrease of 2:0 per cent. in
mid-January as compared with mid-@ctober. The fall in clothing
prices was fairly general ; the figures show that men’s and boys’
clothing decreased., but there were slight increases in the average
prices of women's coats and costumes. The prices of boots for
all classes—men’s and boys’, women’s and girls’—showed a
decrease.

In connection with the mid-October cost of living figures, no
inquiry was made into changes in rents as between June and
October, 1922. It was thdught possible that changes might
have occurred after the beginning of this year, and investigations
were accordingly made by rate collectors in the different parts
of the country who were requested to furnish particulars of the
rents in January, 1923, for the same places for which they had
furnished the actual rents in June of last year.  The returns
received showed scarcely any change, but taken all round the
slight increase of 0-8 per cent. in the period from mid-June, 1922,
to mid-January, 1923, is noted. The expression “‘ rent ” here
means “‘ rent inclusive of rates.”

The fuel and light group showed a decrease of 1-4 per cent.
in mid-January as compared with mid-October. The prices for
coal were practically unchanged, while there were decreases in
the prices of paraffin oil and candles. This fuel and light group
showed an increase of 102 per cent. in mid-January, 1923,
compared with July, 1914.

Taking each of the items that enter into the budget of the
wage-earning classes, and  weighting’”” the percentage price
changes in accordance with the budget “ weights,” it is found
that the cost of all the items that enter into these budgets in-
creased from mid-July, 1914, to mid-January, 1923, by 9¢
per cent.

(16973.) Wt. 4327, 3. 750. 2/23. A.T. & Co., Ltd.



Feor @fficial Use.

MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE

REPORT

3

4
oN THE

COST OF LIVING

APRIL, 1923

DUBLIN :
PUBLISHED BY THE STATIONERY OFFICE.

To be purchased through Messrs. Eason & Son, Lrp.
40 and 41 Lewer O’Connell Street, Dublin.




Gost of Living Index Number.

MID-APRIL, 1923.

Increase from Mid-July 1914 to Mid-April 1923=81 per cent.

The following are the Cost of Living figures which have been
compiled up to the present for the Irish Free State :—

DATE INPEX NO.
Mid-July, 1914 ... 100
Mid-March, 1922 ... s, 191
Mid-June, 1922 ... 185
Mid-October, 1922 ... . 189
Mid-January, 1923 e 0
Mid-April, 1923 -5

The general basis on which the figures have been collected and
compiled has been explained in the report on the Cost of Living
for mid-June, 1922. In the subsequent enquiries into the cost of
living new returns of retail prices had, of course, te be obtained
for the several dates mentioned above. These returns were cem-
piled on the same general basis as the vetail prices obtained for
June of last year.

It will be seen from the above that the index number repre-
senting the cost of living in the Irish Free State fell from 190 in
mid-January, to 181 in mid-April, a decrease of nine points or
4.7 per cent.; frem mid-June, 1922, to mid-April, 1923, there
was a fall of enly four points or 2.2 per cent. The decrease from
mid-January, to mid-April was caused almost entirely by a lower-

ing of food prices.



The final average prices of the articles of tfood are shown n

the fellowing table :(—

Average
change in
AVERAGE PRICES. price in
Mid-April, 1923,
— - Ber: compared
with
Mid-Jan., 1923.
Mid-Jan., | Mid-April,| Increase (+).
1923. 1923, Decrease (—).
s. d. Sl s d.
Beef—Sirloin ... . 1 4} 1 4} +0 0}
Shoulder ... i 1 0% 1 1} +0 oF
Corned Brisket 5 0 11} 011} No change.
Neck X 104 0 104 No change.
Liver 55 /3 8 0 8 No change.
Mutton—Leg " 1 5% 1 6} +0 1}
Neck - 1 04 1 13 +0 o}
Bacon—Irish Streaky - 1 10% 1 94 —0 1
Irish Shoulder % 1 4% 175 —0 I}
American Streaky 6@ 1 4 1 3% —0 &3
American Shoulder =5 1 0 0 11 —0
Pigs’ Heads" a 0 7% (R0 s No change.
Fresh Pork—Sheulder 3 - 1 5% 1 6 —0
Pork Sausages . 1 531 1 3% —9 0}
Fish—Red Herrings doz. 1 5% 1 5% —0 0
Fresh Herrings - 110 1 9% —0 04
Cod Steak . 1 3 1.3 No change.
Egus doz. 2 113 1 2 —1 8%
Butter—Irish Creamer Ib. 2 2 1113 —0 21
Irish Farmers A 1F A 1 93 —0 11
Margarine—First Grade > 0 113 0 11 —0 0}
Second Grade 9 o 8% 0 81 —0 0}
Cheese—Golden Spra.v 7! 1 5% 1 7 +0 2
Lard L, 1 03 1 e -0 o
Fresh Milk quart 0 6% 0 5% —0 0%
Condensed Milk ... 1-15. tin 0 11} 0 11} No change.
Bread 2-1b. loaf 0 53 ¢ 5k -0 e}
Flour—Household 14 1bs. 2 9% 2 93 No chanae.
@atmeal » 3 5% 3 8 +0 ’J»
Rice—Rangoon ... ib. 0 3% 0 34 Ne clmnge.
Java =l 0 5% 0 5 —0 0}
Potatees 14 1bs, 0 10 ¢ 9; —0 0}
Tea—Best 1. 31 .8 3 9 +o 1
Cheapest 5 2 43 2 6} +0 13
Sugar ... T 0 6} 0 17} +0 1
Jam—Strawber ry 1-1b. Pot 1 2% 1 . 2% No change.

It will be seen from the abeve Table that prices rose in the case

of only nine out of the 36 food items listed ;

there was a decrease in

the price of each article of food except beef, mutton,: cheese, tea,

sugar and oatmeal.

The decreases in the prices of bacon almost

made up for the seasonal increase in the prices of beef and mutton,
50 that the change in the price of meat had little effect in changing
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the cost of living figure from January to April. The seasonal fall
in the price of butter and milk and the large decrease in the price
of eggs are mainly accountable for the fall in the general index
number of food prices. The increase in the price of sugar due
to the world shortage was the most important factor tending to
raise the cost of living figure. Food prices in general in mid-
April were 7.7 per cent. lower than in mid-January, but only 1.4
per cent. Jower than in mid-June, 1922. In Great Britain similar
changes took place, food prices being 4 per cent. lower on 1st April
than on 1lst January, but only 1.2 per cent. lower on 1st June.

As regards changes in the prices of articles other than food
there was a fairly general fall in the prices of the various articles
of clothing ; men’s and boys’ clething decreased, but there was a
slight increase in the prices of women’s and girls’ coats. The
prices of heets fer all classes—men’s, boys’, women’s and girls’—
showed that the decreases noted at the January enquiry continued
during the ensuing three months. The prices of coal showed an
increase; this was simply a reflection of the increases in the
prices of coal in Great Britain, where prices increased on account
of the greater demand for coal for foreign export. Slight
decreases took place in the prices of paraffin oil, candles and soap,
and increases in the prices of pipe tobacco and cigarettes.

(616.) Wt.857. 3, 250. 5/23. FALCONER. G. 5.



For Official Use.

| MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE

REPORT

)/-
ON THE

COST OF LIVING

JULY, 1923

DUBLIN :
PUBLISHED BY THE STATIONERY OFFICE.

To be purchased through Messrs. Eason & Son, LD.
40 and 41 Lower O’Connell Street, Dublin.

Price 2d. Net.




Cost of Living Index Number.

MID-JULY, 1923.

Increase from Mid-July 1914 to Mid-July 1923=80 per cent.

The following arve the Cost of Living figures which have been
compiled up to the present fer the Irish Free State :—

DATE INBEX XO.
Mid-July, 1914 ... e 100
Mid-March, 1922 w191
Mid-June, 1922 ... sas: 185
Mid-@ctober, 1922 siv: 189
Mid-Januvary, 1923 . e 180
Mid-April, 1923 ... ... 181
Mid-July, 1923 ... e 180

The general basis en which the figures have been collected and
compiled has been explained in the veport on the Cost of Living for
mid-June, 1922, In the subsequent enqguiries into the Cost of Living
new returns had, of course, to be obtained fer the several dates
mentioned above. These returns were compiled en the same general
basis as the returns obtained for June of last year.

It will be seen from the above that the index number representing
the Cest of Living in the Irish Free State in mid-July, 1923, was
practically the same as for mid-April, the index number registering
the small decrease of only ene point, and a fall ef five points since
June, 1922,



The following were the average retail prices of the principal articles
of food :—

AVERAGE PRICES | Average change
in price in mid-
Per July, 1923, com-
pared with mid-
Mid-April | Mid-July | April, 1923.
[ncrease (+)
1923 1923 Decrease (—)
s, d. s. d 8. Hd:
Beef—Sirlein 1h. 1 4§ 1 4} No change
Bhoulder g 1 2 1 1} No change
Corned Brisket o 0 11} ¢ 11 No change
Neck K 0 104 0 10 —0 0
Liver 33 n 8 0 73 — 0 0}
Mutton—Leg = 63 1 5% — 0 03
Neck ... L 1 1l 1 0% —0 0
Bacon— Irish Streaky ~ 1 03 1 8% — 0" 03
Irish Shoulder 5 ik 1 22 20, " O
American Streaky ... o 1 3 1 2 — 0 0]
American Shoulder k 011 0 10} — (0 03
Pigs’ Heads . 0 74 0 6% — 0 0
TFresh Pork —Shoulder | B 1 4 —= 0%
Pork Sausages o 1 3} 13 — 0 0k
Fish—Red Herring doz. 1 5} 1 7 + 0 13
I'resh Hevring - 1 9% 1 10} + 0 o
Cod Steal 1. 1 3 1 3% + 0 0}
Eggs voo | doz. 1 2% 1 4% + 0 13
Butter—Irish Creamery 1b. 1113 1 73 — 0 4
[rish Farmers’ e 1 9% 1 5% —0 4
Margarine—First Grade - 0 114 0 104 — 0 0}
Necond Grade a 0 8} 0 8% No change
Cheese—Golden Npray - I 7 1 6% — 0 1
Lard 1 0 1 0 No change
Fresh Milk .o | Guart 0 5i 0 5} — 0 o
Condensed Milk ... .. | Hb, tin 0 11 0 11} No change
Bread ... | 21b.loaf 0 5 0 5} No change
Flour—THousehold ... | 14 Lbs. 2 9 AT + o 0}
Oatmeal . 3 8 3 6 — 0 11
Rice—Rangoon ... 1b. 0 3% 0 3% No change
Java ) 0/ "5 0 5% No change
Potatoes—Old oo | 14 ibs. ¢ 9§ 0 10} + 0 0%
New \ —_ 2 1% —
Tea—Best 1b. 3 0 3 9 + 0 04
Cheapest - 2 6f 26 — 0 0}
Sugar i ) 7 0 7 + 0 0%
Jam—Strawberry ... ... | 1. pot 1 23 1 2 No change

It will be seen from the above Table that prices rose in the case of
only eight of the 36 articles listed. Food prices generally showed
the following changes :—From June, 1922, to October, 1922, a rise
of 3.5 per cent.; from October, 1922, to January, 1923, a rise of
1.1 per cent.; frora January, {923, te April, 1923, a fall of 7.3 per cent.;
and from April, 1923, to ‘July, 1923, the slight fall of 8.5 per cent.
Food prices show a decrease of 1.9 per cent. since June, 1922,
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The fall in clothing prices recorded in previous enquiries has been
maintained, and there has been a fall of 2.9 per cent. in the period
mid-April, 1923 to mid-July, 1923. The preceding changes were :—
Frem June, 1922 to October, 1922, a fall of 1.6 per cent.; from
October, 1922 to January, 1923, a fall of 2.0 per cent., and from
January, 1923 to April, 1923, a fall of 2.5 per cent.; the clothing
prices have fallen 6.1 per cent. from June, 1922 to July, 1923,

In the fuel and light group there were slight decreases in the prices
of coal, paraffin oil, and candles, since the enquiry of April, 1923 ;
in all, a fall of 0.3 per ceni. was recorded from mid-April, 1923 to
mid-July, 1923. The change from mid-June, 1922 to mid-July,

1923, was 0.6 per cent. decrease.

As rents have been changing so slowly, returns were collected
on this subject only at every second Cost of Living Enquiry. ¥rom
mid-June, 1922 to mid-January, 1923, there was an increase of
0.8 per cent.; 'from mid-January, 1923 to mid-July, 1923, there
was a fall of 8.6 per cent.: the increase from mid-June, 1922 to mid-
July, 1823 was 0.2 per cent.

(915.) Wt. 2100 3, 750 8 23. Farconer ()5
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Gost of Living Index Number.

MID-OCTOBER, 1923.

Increase from Mid-July 1914 to Mid-Oct. 1923 = 86 per cent.

The following are the Cost of Living figures which have been
compiled up to the present for the Irish Free State :—

DATE INDEX NO.
Mid-July, 1914 ... e 100
Mid-March, 1922 we 191
Mid-June, 1922 ... ... 185
Mid-October, 1922 ... 189
Mid-January, 1923 e 190
Mid-April, 1923 ... e 181
Mid-July, 1923 ... .. 180
Mid-October, 1923 g GLB6

The general basis on which the figures have been collected and
compiled has been explained in the report en the Cost of Living for
mid-June, 1922. In the subsequent enquiries inte the Cost of Living
new returns had. of course, to be obtained for the several dates
raentioned above. These returns were compiled on the same general
basis as the returns obtained for June of last year.

It will be seen from the above that the Index Number representing
the Cost of Living in the Irish Free State in mid-October, 1923, was
6 points above the Index Number for mid-July, but was 3 points
below the Index Number for this time last year. The increase com-
pared with mid-July was mainly due te an increase in the Food
Greup principally caused by a rise in the retail prices of Eggs, Milk and
Butter. The corresponding figures for Great Britain and Northern
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Treland, as determined by the Ministry of Tabour, London, for 1st
July (169) and 1st October (175) also show a rise of 6 points, almost
altogether attributable to a rise in food prices.

The following were the average retail prices of the principal articles

of food :—
AVERAGE PRICES | Average change
in price in mid-
Per |———————— Oct., 1923, com-
pared with mid-
Mid-July | Mid-Oct. | July, 1923,
Increase (+)
1923 1923 Decrease (—)
s. d. 8. -dl s. d.
Beef—=Sirloin b, } 41 1 4} — 0 o}
Shoulder ... n 1 1% 1 0% — 0 o
Corned Brisket - 0 114 011 — 0 0}
Neck 5 010 0 9% — @ 0F
Liver 3 0 7% 0 71 — 0 0}
Mutton—Leg - 1 5% 1 43 — 0 1
Neck .5 1 0% 10} — & 0%
Bacon— Irish Streaky ,, 1 83 1 63 — 0 2
Irish Shoulder . 1 92§ il — 0 11
American Streaky ... i 1 24 1 3 +.0.10%
American Shoulder . 0 10} 0 11 + 0 1}
Pigs’ Heads - 0 63 0 63 No change
Fresh Pork —Shoulder - 1 4 1 3] — 0 0%
Pork Sausages s la 33 i S —0'1
Fish—Red Herring doz. 187 1 8% + 0 1}
Fresh Herring - 1 10} 1 91 — 0 1
Cod Steak 1b. 1 38 1 4 + & 0F
Eggs doz. 1 4} 2 8% + 1 1
Butter—Irish Creamery Ib. 1 7% 111 + 0 3%
Irish Farmers’ i 1 6% 1 8% 1= 0 =8
Margarine— First Grade ' 0 10§ 0 11] + 0 0%
Second Grade ... L 0 8} 0 8% No change:
Cheese—UGelden Spray 5 1 63 | B + ¢ 0}
Lard BTl 1 ¢ 0 113 — 0 0L
Fresh Mitk .. | quart 0 54 0 59 + 0 03
Condensed Mitk ... ... | 11b. tin 0 11} 0 112 No change
Bread ... | 21lb.leat 0 5% 0 5% Ne change
Flour—Household ... veo | 14 Tbs. 2 10 2 8¢ — 0 1B
Oatmeal i~ 3 £ SERL — 0 0%
Rice—Rangoon ... 1b. 0 3% 0 4 4+ 0 0}
Java A 0 h} 0 5% Ne change
Potatoes—New oo | 14 Ibs. 2 13 = —
0ld i 0 0% g2 -0 44
Tea—Best 1. 3 9% 3 93 + 0 0}
Cheapest . 2Rt 2y 7 + 0 1
Sugar ‘e B 0 73 0 7% — 0 0}
Jam—Strawberry ... ] 11b. pot 1p 3} 1 23 Ne change
1

During the three months from July te October it will be seen
from the above Table that prices in the Food Group rose in the case
of 14 out of the 36 articles listed. The prices of Meat showed the
usual seasonal fall, but the cerresponding seasonal increase in the
prices of Jiggs, Milk and Butter had a greater influence on the Index
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Number for food. The Index Numnbers for food alone, as compiled

at each of the enquiries, were as follows:—

DATE INDEX NO.
July, 1914 o cee 100
- March, 1922 PEETER ¢ )
June, 1922 v 182
October, 1922 e 196
January, 1923 s e 198
April, 1923 .. 183
July, 1923 w182
October, 1923 w190

The fall in clothing prices, which was continuous for each enquiry
since June, 1922, was arrested in October. The Index Number for
«clothing (100 in July, 1914) rose from 173 in July, to 177 in October,
1923. Increases in prices in October as compared with July were
registered in 18 eut of the 23 articles listed in the Clothing Greup.
The increases, however, were small and had the effect of increasing
the general Cost of Living Index Number by only three-feurths of a
point. ‘The changes in this group as recorded were:—From June to
®ctober, 1922, n fall of 1.6 per cent.; from October, 19922 to .J anuary,
1923, a fall of 2.1 per cent.; from January to April, 1923, a fall of
2.5 per cent.; from April te July, 1923, a fall of 2.9 per cent., and
from July te Octeber, 1923, an increase of 2.4 per cent.

It was not censidered necessary to make a special investigation
into chamges in rents en the occasien of the Cost of Living enquiry for
October, as that item was included in the survey made for July last,
and it may be taken for granted that there was no appreciable change
in rents since that date. Accerdingly, the same Index Number for
rents as obtained from the July enquiry has been used for the pur-
poses of calculating the general Cost ef Living Index Number.

In the Fuel and Light (Group compared with July, October
shewed a slight decrease, amounting to 0.7 per cent. The average
prices for paraffin oil and gas were lower, while the prices of candles
and coal showed a small increase. An increase in the price of coal
usually occurs ab this time of the year.

(1196:. W¢. 3640 2. 500. 11 23. TFarcoNer G 5
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Cost of Living Index Number.

MIiD-APRIL, 1924,

Increase from Mid=July 1914 to Mid-April 1924 = 78 per cent.

The Cost of Living Index Number has changed comparatively
little in Saorstét Wireann since mid-summer, 1922, and in Great
Britain since October of the same year, as will be seen from the
percentage decreases shown in the third and last columns of
figares in the following Table. The decrease in Saerstit Lireann
since January, 1923, although small, has been frem two to three
times as great as the decrease in Great Britain.

Cost of Living Index Number (basis :—July, 1914, = 108).

SAORSTAT EIREANN GRrEAT BRITAIN
Month . — —|— i
1922-23 | 1923.24 | Peorease Il 199093 | 1993.04 Pege
‘0 (]
Suly L asese | 10 2.7 ‘ 184% 169 | 8.27

October T 18 | L6 | 178 175 17
January Bl 190 188 1.1 178 177 0.0
April 181 178 1.7 ‘] 174 173 0.6

i

The fellowing Table shews larger changes when cemparisens
are made between the Index Numbers from one quarter of the
year to the next, owing to seasonal causes affecting changes in
prices.

Percentage change in Cost of Living Index Numbers.

SA0RSTAT EIREANN GREAT BRITAIN
Month —_— |- —
1922 1923 1924 1922 | 1923 ‘ 1924
Jan, to April ... —_ - 4.7 —a3 || = -2.2 —2.3
April , July . — -0.6 — —-23
July | ®ct. .| +2.2f| +3.3 | —3.3t +3.6
Oct. ,, Jan. ...| 405 +1.1 ‘ 0.0 +1.1

These figures show that unless the purchasing power of moneyv
changes more serieusly than it has changed since October, 1922,
decreases in the Cest of Living Index Numbers may be e\pected
in the first and second quarters of the year, and increases in the
third and feurth quarters.

The aboye figures show that the Index Number representing

* This figure refers to June 1922,

T The figure for July 1922 (184) was higher than those for the' preceding
wmonths (June 180, May 181{ and the succeeding months{August 181) September 179).

T This ﬁgure. refers to the period Juneite October. ‘
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the cest of living in the Saovstdt feil by ten points from 188 in
mid-January to 178 m mid-April. The decrease compared with
mid-January was mainly due to a decrease in the foed group prim-
cipally caused by the seasonal fall in the retail pricesof eggs and
butter.

The following were the average retail prices of the principal
articles of food :—

AVERAGE PRICES | Change in aver-
age price in mid-
== Per April, 1924, com-
pared with mid-
Mid.-Jan. | Mid-April | Jan,, 1924,
Increase (+)
1924 1924 Decrease (—)
el stoids s, d.
Beef—Sirloin 1b. P 1 3% 1 3% + 0 0%
Shoulder ... h 1 o0} 1 o No change
Corned Brisket & / ® 104 ® 104 No change
Neck - o 9 0 9§ + 0 Of
Liver - 0 6% 0 7 + 0 o}
Muiton—Leg . 15 1 5} 4+ 0 o
Neck - 1 0% 1 e + & 0%
Bacon— Irish Streaky . 1 5% 1. 44 — 0 &
Irish Shoulder 8 1 0% 011§ -0 0f
American Streaky ... - 1 of 1 0} — 0 0%
American Shoulder % @ 104 0 92 —u0p 1
Pigs’ Heads 0 ¢ 5% ¢ 5l + 0 0}
Fresh Pork —Shoulder 1 1 23 1 13 — 0 0F
Pork Sausages n, 1 12 1 13 No change
Fish—Red Herrings .| doz. 1 73 1 74 + 0 0}
¥Fresh Herrings 3 1 11 2R =+ @ 1%
Ced Steak o ) 1 3} e 1
Eggs doz. 2 8% 1 33 — 1 43
Butter—Irish Creamery ib. 2 3% 1 8% — 0 6}
Irish FParmers’ = 1113 1 % — 0 4}
Margarine—First Grade %5 0 113 0 111 Ne change
Second Grade ... o ¢ 84 0 8% No change
Cheese—Golden Spray - 1 6% 1 5% — 0 1
Lard o 0113 0113 No change
Fresh Milk ... | quart 0 6 0 6 No change
Condensed Mitk ... ... | ¥1b. tin 0 11% 0 11% Ne change
Bread ... | 21b.Joatf 0 5 0 b No change
Flour—Heusehold ... oo | 14 1bs. 2 7% 2 73 + 0 0}
Qatmeal = e - 3 5% 3 5% No change
Rice—Ramgoon ... ib. 0 4 0 4 Ne change
Java e o 0 5% o 5% + 0 0%
Potatoes ... | 14 tbs |1 4 1 74 4+ 0 2}
Tea—Best 1h. 3 10} 3 10 - 0 0%
Cheapest ... . 2 9% 2 -— 0 O}
Sugar oh o 7% 0 7% Ne change
Jam—Strawberry ... ... | 1ib. pet 1 23 1 21 No change

BDuring the three months from January to April it will be secen
from the above Table that prices in the Foed Group rose in the
case of 11 and fell in 12 of the 36 articles listed, but as the in-
fluence of the expenditure ‘‘ weights ” was considerably greater
in the articles which showed a decrease in price a fall of 16 points
i1s noted in the Food Group. The prices of fresh meat showed
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the usual seasonal increase, whilst prices of bacon were lower
than in mid-January. The seasonal decrease in the price of eggs
and butter had a marked influence on' the Index Number. = The
Index Numbers for food alone, as compiled ut each of the en-
quirles, were as follows :—

DaTE IxpEX NoO. | Date IxpEX No.
July, 1914 REE (0] 0| April, 1923 .. 183
Marely, 1922 w=a o 191 July, 1923 ax 182
June, 1922 S 185 October, 1923 ... 190
October, 1922 ... 196 | January, 1924 ... 196
January, 1923 .. 198 | April, 1924 .. 180

Increases in prices in April as compared with January were
registered in 14 out of the 23 articles listed in the Clothing Group.
The increases, however, were small and had the effect of increas-
ing the general Cest of Tiving Index Numbers by less than half
a peint. The changes in this group as recorded were :(—From
June to October, 1922, a fall of 1.6 per cent.; irom October, 1922,
to January, 1923, a fall of 2.1 per cent. ; from January to April,
1923, a fall of 2.5 per cent.; from April to July, 1923, a fall of
2.9 per cent. ; July to October, 1923, an mncrease of 2.4 per cent.;
from October, 1923, to January, 1924, a decrease of 1.9 per
cent.; and from January to April, 1924, an increase of (.8 per
cent. ;

Compared with January, the Fuel and Light Group in April,
1924, showed a decrease, amounting to 0.3 per cent. The
average prices for coal and gas were lower, while the price of
paratfin oil showed a small increase.

It was not considered necessary to make a special investiga-
tion into changes in rents on the occasion of the Cost of Living
inquiry for Aprnil, 1924, as returns for that item were collected
in January last, and 1t bas been taken for granted that there was
no appreciable change in rents since.that date. "Accordingly, the
same Index Number for. rents as obtained fron the January
inquiry has been used for the purpose of calculating the general
Cost of Living Index Number.

(579.) Wt. 665 3. 375. 5/24. Farcower. G U



FOR OFFICIAL USE.

MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY AND GOMMERCE

REPORT

ON THE

COST OF LIVING

MID-JANUARY, 1924

DUBLIN :
PUBLISHED BY THE STATIONERY OFFICE.

To be purchased through Messrs. Eason & Son, LTD.
40 and 41 Lower O’Connell Street, Dublin.

Price 2d. Net.




Cost of Living Index Number.

MID-JANUARY, 1924.

Increase from Mid-July 1914 to Mid-Jan. 1924 = 88 per cent.

The following are the Cost of Living figures which have heen
compiled up to the present for the Irish Free State :—

Darw Inpex No.
Mid-July, 1914 100
Mid-March, 1922 ... 191
Mid-June, 1922 185
Mid-October, 1922 189
Mid-Jamuary, 1923 ... 190
Mid-April, 1928 ... 181
Mid-July, 1923 180
Mid-October, 1923 ... 186
Mid-Tanuary, 1924 ... 188

The general basiz on which the figares have been collected
and compiled has heen explained in the report on the Cost of
Living for mid-June, 1922, In the subsequent enquiries into the
Cost of Living new retums had, of course, to he obtained for the
several dates mentioned above. 'Fhese returns were compiled on
the same general basis as the returns obtained for June, 1922.

1t will be seen from the above that the Tndex Number repre-
se‘nting the Cost of Living in the Irish Free State in mid-
January, 1924, was 2 points abeve the Index Number for mid-
October, but was also 2 points below the Index Number for this
time last year. The increase cempared with mid-October was
mainly due to an increase in the Feod Group, principally caused
by a rise in the retail prices of Eggs, Butter, Milk and Potatoes.
The corresponding figures for Great Britain and Nerthern Ireland,
as determined by the Ministry ef Tabeur, London, for I1st
October, 1923, and 1st January, 1924, which were 175 and 177

L 4
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respectively, also show a rise of 2 points, almost altogether attri-
butable to a vise in food prices.
The following were the average retail prices of the principal

articles of food :—

|
AVERAGE PRICES | Change in aver-
I age price in mid-
Per — | ——————| Jan., 1924, com-
pared with mid-
Mid-Oct. | Mid.-Jan. | Oect.. 1923.
Increase ()
1923 1924 Decrease (—)
s d. e ds s d.
Beel—Sirloin 1b. 1 41 10173 — 0 03
Shoulder ... 53 L 0} 1 o} — 0 -0}
Corned Brisket - g 11 0 lod — 0 0}
Neck x /o 03 0 9} — 0 b
Liver - 0t 0 6f — 0 0}
Mutton—Leg o 1 43 1 5 + 0 0}
Neck Y 1 o} 1 0% No ¢hange
Bacon— Irish Streaky - 1 63 1 5} — 0 14
Irish Shoulder ,, U 1 04 — 0 0}
American Streaky ... ks 1wl 1 03 — 0 2%
American Shoulder i 0 113 0 104 — 0 11
Pigs’ Heads o 0 63 0 5} — 0 13
Fresh PPork —Shoulder . 1 3% 1 24 — 0 1
Pork Sausages o (E5 94 1 14 — 0 0f
Fish—Red Herrings we | doz. 1 s} L 74 () L
Fresh Hervings I 1 9% Lol + 0 13
Cod Steak 1b. 1 44 1 43 No change
Eggs doz. 2 5% PN +10 13
Butter—Irish Creamery ib. 1 Lk 28 Tl 4 0 3%
Irish Farmers’ be 1" 8% L1ty LR 053
Margarine—First Grade 2 0 114 0 1} No change
Second Grade ... - 0 8% 0 8 + 0 0k
Cheese—Golden Spray oA ity 1 6% — 0 0}
Lard ¥ 0 113 o 113 No change
Fresh Milk ... | quart 0 54 (051 13 + 0 0
Condensed Milk ... ... | L1b. tin 0 114 0 114 No change
Bread ... | 21b.loaf 54 0 5 — 0 01
Flour—Household ... oo | 14 lbs. 2 8 2 7 = O gy
Oatmeal 2 36 3 53 —- 0 0}
Rice—Rangoon ... Ib. 0 4 Ot No change
Java s =3 0 5% 0 5} No change
Potatoes ... woo | Lt bs. 1 2% 1 43 (N
"Tea—Best 1b. 3 93 3 10%% + 0 04
Cheapest ., oW |7 2 7% + 0 0%
Sugar o 0 7% 0 7% No change
Jam—Strawberry ... ... { Hb. pet 1 22 1 2% No change

During the three months frem October to January it will be
seen from the above Tabhle that prices in the I"ood Group rose in
the case of only 10 out of the 36 articles listed, but as the mfluence
of the expenditure * weights *’ was considerably greater in these
10 articles than in the remaining 26 articles (17 of which showed
a decrease and 9 no change) an advance of six points is noted in



the Ifood Group. The jwices of Meat showed the usual seasonal
tall, but the corresponding seasonal increase in the prices of Kags

Milk and Butter had a greater influen¢e on the Index Number hn'
food. The Index Numbers far food alone, as compiled at each of

the enquiries, were as follows :—

SRV ED Ixpux No.
July, 1914 100
Marveh, 1922 191
June, 1922 155
October, 1922 1536
January, 1923 o s
April, 1923 1853
July, 1923 182
October, 1923 190
January, 1924 : 196

The Index Number for Clothing (100 in July, 1914) fell from
177 in @ctober, 1923, to 174 in January, 1924. Decreases in
prices in January as compared with October were registered in
16 out of the 23 articles listed in the Clothing Group. The de-
creases, however, were sall and had the effect of decreasing the
general Cost of Tuiving Index Number by only half a point.” The
changes 1 this group as recorded were :—From June to Octeber,
1922, a fall of 1.6 per cent.: from October, 1922, to Januvary,
1923, a fall of 2.1 per cent.; from January to April, 1923, a fall
of 2.5 per cent. ; from April to July, 1923, a fall of 2.9 per cent. ;
July to October, 1923, an increase of 2.4 per cent.: and from
October, 1923, to January, 1924, a decrease of 1.9 per cent.

Compared with October the Fuel and Taght Group in Junuary
showed a decrease, amounting to 1.8 per cent. The average
prices for coul and gas were lower, while the price of paraffin oil
showed a small increase.

Returns of comparative rents are obtained only at every second
Cost of Living Knquiry, and those received for January, 1924,
show w slight increase amounting to (.4 per cent. compared with
July, 1923, From mid-June, 1922, to mid-Jannary. 1923, there
was an increase of 0.8 per cent.; from mid-January, 1923, to
nid-July, 1923, there was a fall of 0.6 per cent.  The ¢hange
between June, 1922, and Januvary, 1924, was 0.6 per cent.
increase. :

(2200 Wt 5378 3. 500. 2/24. FALCONER. U o,
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Cost of Living Index Number.

MID-JULY, 1924.

Increase from Mid=-July 1914 to Mid-July 1924 = 83 per cent.

The following Table shows the Cost of Living Index Numbers
in Saerstit FKireann and in Great Britain at quarterly intervals in
1922, 1923 and 1924.

(Basis :—July, 191% —100.)

Sa@RSTAT EIREANN GrEAT Brirvamx
Month* - — ERg
1922 1923 1924 1422 1923 1924
January T 190 188 192 178 177
April 1011 181 178 182 174 173
July 5 o6 185§ 180 183 184 169 170
October 189 186 178 175

The following Table which shows the percentage Annual
Changes calculated from the above figures indicates that the
Annual Mevements in the Cost of Living have been in the same
direction in the twe countries since the spring of 1922.

Percentage Annual Changes in Cost of Living Index Number.

|
SAORSTAT GREAT SAORSTAT GREAT
— EmReany | Brrramv — EIREANN | BRIiTAIN
1922 1923 o o 1923 1924 o o
Jan. to Jan ... 1 - 7.3 Jan to Jan. ...] - 1.1 - 0.6
April ,, April...| ~ 6.2tt| - 44 | April,, April..|. - 1.7 — 0.6
July ,, July ...| - 2.71} - §.2 July ,, July ...|] + 1.7 + 0.6
Qct. ,, Oct. - 1.6 - 1.7 |

The following figures, which also have been calculated from
the first Table, show that quarterly movements have not in-
variably been in the same direction 1 the twe countries.

Percentage Quarterly Changes In ’Gost of Living Index Number.

SAORSTAT EIREANKN GREAT BRITAIN
Quarter -
1922 1923 1924 1922 1923 1924
% % % % % Yo
Jan, to April T - 4.7 ~5.3 - 52 - 22 ~2,3
April ,, July - 3.1 - 0.6 + 2.8 +1.1 -29 - 1.7
July ,, Oct. +229| +33 - 3.3 + 3.6
Oct. ,, Jan. 405 | 1.1 0.0 +1.1
* The figures for Saorstat Eireann refer to the middle of the month,
those for Great Britain to the first of the month. 1 Not available.
T Mazrch, 1922. § June, 1922,
11+ March, 1922, to April, 1923. 11 June, 1922, to July, 1923

{| March to June. | June to @ctober.
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The increase in the Cest of Living Index Number for Saorstit
Kireann from 178 in mid-April, 1924, to 183 in mid-July, an
increase of 5 peints or of 2.8 per cent., resulted from an increase
of 2.8 per cent. in the retat} price of food, 4.2 per cent. in clothing,
2.6 per cent. in fuel and light and 1.6 per cent. in *‘ sundries ™’
and a decrease of .2-per cent. in rent. The more important
price changes were the increases in the retail prices of eggs,
potatoes, butter and bacon, and the decreases in the retail prices
of milk, sugar and tea. Boots increased in puce by 8.6 per cent.,
ether clobhing by 3.1 per cent. The retail price 'of candles rosa
by 10 per cent., other articles in the fuel and light group by 2 per
cent. The 1'et.ml price of seap increased by 2. 3 per cent., other
articles in the ** sundries " group by 1.6 per cent.

While the increased prices of eggs, potatoes, butter and bacen
tended to raise the Clost of Living by 2.8 per cent. and the in-
creased prices of boots, soap and gandles tended to raise it by 0.3
per cent., the decreased prices of fea and sugar tended to lower the
Cost of Living by 0.5 per cent! and the decreased price of fresh
nilk tended to lower it by 0.9 per cent. The resultant of these
and other changes in retail prices was, as stated, an increase in
the Cost of Living of 2.8 per cent. from mid-April to mid-July.

The following were the average retail prices of the principal
articles of food :—

AVERAGE PRICES | Change in aver-
age price in mid-
—_ Per July, 1924, com-
pared with mid-
Mid-April [Mid.-July. | April, 1924,
Increase (+)
1924 1924 Decrease (—)
8. d. 8. d. s d
Beef—Sirloin tb. 1 3% 1 4 + 0 0%
Shoulder o 1 e} 1 0% + 0 0}
Corned Brisket - 0 103 0 103 No change
Neck » 0 93 0 93 No change
Liver = 0 7 0 7% + 0 0}
Mutton—Leg ", 1 5% I L5 — 0 o0}
Neck D 1 0% 1 0% — 0 0%
Bacon— Irish Streaky 5 1 43 1 5 + 0 13}
Trish Shoulder % 0113 1 o} + 0 0%
Amwmerican Streaky ... 4y 1 0 1 0% + 0 o}
American Shoulder - ® 93 0 93 4+ 0 o}
Pigs’ Heads s ¢ 5% 0 5% + 0 o}
Fresh Pork —Shoulder ks 1 1 1 23 + 0 0%
Pork Sausages &0 1L 1 13 — 0 0}
Fish—Red Herrings ARl Gos 1 73 1 73 No change
Fresh Herrings s 2 0 2 + 0 03
Cod Steak lb. 1 33 1 3% No change
Eggs v i{Nidoz. 1 33 e +‘0 5%
Butter—Irish Creamery 1b. 1 53 110 + 0 2
Irish Farmers’ = 1 i 1 74 + 6 0
Margarine—Firat Grade . 011} : 0 11} Ne change
Second Grade ... . 0 8 0 8% + 0 0%
Cheese—Golden Spray i 1 51 1 6 + 0 04
Lard ~ 0 11} 0113 No change
Fresh Mitk ... | quart 0 6 ¢ 5 —0 1
Condensed Milk ... oo | 11b. tin 0 114 0113 + 0 0}
Bread .. | 21b.loaf 0 5 0 5 No. change
Flour—Heusehold . <o | 14 lbs. 2 7% 2 73 -0 0}
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AVERAGE PRICES [Change in aver-
age price in mid-
— Per uly, 1924, com-

pared with mid-

Mid-April | Mid-July | April, 1924

. Increase (+4)

1924 | 1924 Decrease (—)
QOatmeal Iy 3 5% 3 6 + 0 0}
Rice—Rangoon ... Ib. 0 4 0 4} .+ 0 o}

Java s 0 5% ® 5% ¢ No change
Potatoes ... v | 14 1bs. 1 73 2 0} + 0 5%

Tea—Best 1b. 310 3 8} — 0

. Cheapest s 2T 2 6} — 0 0%
Sugar F 0 7% 0 63 — 0 0}
Jam—Strawberry ... ... | 11b. pot 1 2% 1 2} + 0 0%

During the three months from April to July it will be seen from
the above Table that prices in the Food Group rose in the case
of 20 and fell in 8§ of the 36 articles listed. The result was an
increase frem 180 te 185 in the Index Number for the Food Group
frem mid-April to mid-July.

The Index Numbers for foed alone, as compiled at each of the
enquiries, were as follows :—

DaTE InpEX NoO. | Dare ~IxpEx No.
July, 1914 . 100 | July, 1923 .. 182
March, 1922 S (19T ‘ October, 1923 ... 190
June, 1922 s 185 January, 1924 ... 196
October, 1922 ... 196 | April, 1924 e 1]
January, 1923 ... 198 ‘ July, 1924 ... 185
April, 1923 ... 183

Increases in prices in July as compared with April were
registered in 19 out of 23 articles listed in the Clething Group.
The c¢hanges in this group as recorded were :—from March to
June, 1922, a fall of 2.2 per cent.; from June to October, 1922, a
fall of 1.6 per cent. ; from October, 1922, to January, 1923, a fall
of 2.1 per cent.; from January to April, 1923, a fall of 2.5 per
cent. ; from April to July, 1923, a fall of 2.9 per cent.; July to
October, 1923, an increase of 2.4 per cent.; from October, 1923,
to January, 1924, a decrease of 1.9 per cent.; from January to
April, 1924, an increase of 0.8 per cent.; from April to July an
increase of 4.2 per cent. From April to July the price of boots
mcereased by 8.6 per cent. ; ether clothing by 3.1 per cent.

Retwns of comparative rents are obtained only at every second
Cost of Living Inquiry. The returns shewed an increase of 0.8
per cent. from June, 1922, to January, 1923, a fall of 0.6 per
cent. from January to July, 1923, then an increase of 0.4 per cent.
to January, 1924, followed by a decrease of 0.2 per cent. to July,
1924,

(911.) Wt. 2019 /850: 3. 375. §/24. FALcONBR. G. 5.
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Cost of Living Index Number.

MID-OCTOBER, 1924.

Increase from Mid=July 1914 to Mid-Oct., 1924 = 93 per cent.

There has been a marked upward movement in Saorstat
Kireann in the average level of retail prices during the six months
period April to October, 1924.  From mid-April to mid-July there
was an Increase of 5 points in the Cost of Living [ndex Number,
and from mid-July to mid-October there was a further rise of
10 points or 5.5 per cent.  This upward tendency is also revealed
m the British Cost of Living ludex Numbey which has registered
a rise of 10 points ag between 1st July and Ist November, 1924.

The following Tables show (1) the Cost of Living Index
Numbers, (2) the Percentage Annuat Changes, and (3) the Per-
centage Quarterly Changes in Saorstit Eweann and in Great
RBritain at quarterly intervals in 1922, 14923 and 1924

(1) Cost of Living Index Numbers.
(Basis :—July, 1914 — 100.)

SAORSTAT EIREANN GREAT BRITAIN

Month* = |— - = <l RS S =
1022 1923 1 1924 1622 w23 | 19

| || i gy O . -
January 1 190 ‘ 188 192 178 177
April o 191% 181 178 182 L7 173
July | 185§ 150 | 183 184 169 ‘ 170
October 189 ‘ 186 | 193 | 178 | 175 176

1 )

(2) Percentage Annual Changes in Cost of Living Index Number.

|
— HAORSTAT GreEan | —
Bireaxx | Brrraix |

SAORSTAT GRrEAT
Ermgeaxy | Britaix

1922 1923 o o 1923 1924 | o5 s
Jan. to Jan ... T - 73 dJan to Jan. ...] - 1.1 0.6
April ,, April...| - 52ft| - 44 | April,, Aprit...| — 1.7 ~ 06
July ,, July ... - 2,713 —~ 8.2 July ,, July ...| + 1.7 + 0.6
Oct. ,, Oct. ~16 S e it i it T 6
(3) Percentage Quarterly Changes in Cost of Living Index Number.
SaorsTaT EiREANX | GREAT BRITAIN
Quarter — -
1922 1923 | 1924 | 1922 1923 | 1v24
e L} o e}
O /0 /0 f ) 0
Jan. to April t — 4.7 5.3 =GR ) 2.3
April ,, July — 3| —-o06 | +2s +1.1 - 29 L 1
July ,, Oct. +229| +3.3 + 5.5 - 81 436 + 3.5
Qct. ,, Jan, +05 ¢ +1.1 0.0 +1.1
# The figures for Saorstit Eireanu refer to the middle of the month,
those for Great Britain to the first of the month. | Not available.
1 March, 1922. § June, 1922,
+ Marely, 1922, to April, 1923. 11 June, 1922, to July, 1928,

{| March to June. Y Tune to Oetober.
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" There was an increase of 8.2 per cent. in the vetail price of -
food, 2.0 per cenl. in clothing, 1.1 per cent. in fuel and light, and
4.1 per cent. in o sundries.””  The more important price changes
were the increases in the retail prices of eggs, butter, fresh milk,
“bread, flowr and bacon, and the decrease in the retail price of
potatoes.  Boots increased in price by 4.3 per cent., other clothing
by 1.4 per cent.  The retail price of candles rose by 4.9 per cent.,
coal by 1.1 per cent., other articles in the fuel and light group hy
0.7 per cent. The retail price of soap increased by 0.6 per cent.,
other articles in the ** sundries ™ group by 4.5 per cent.

While the increased prices of eggs, butter, fresh milk, bread,
flotr and bacon tended to raise the Cost of Tiving by 5.6 per cent.,
and the increased prices of boots, soap and candles tended te raise
it by 0.2 per cent.. the decreased price of potatoes tended to lower
the (fost of Living by 1.3 per gent. The resultant of these and
other changes in rvetail pri(:e;s/ivas, as stated, an increase in the
Cost of Living of 5.5 per cent. from mid-July to mid-October.

During the three months from July to October it will be seen
from the Table on the next page that prices in the Food Group
rose in the case of 24 and fell in 3 of the 36 articles listed. The
result was an increase from 185 to 200 in the Index Number for
the Food Group from mid-July to mid-October.

The Index Numbers for Food alone, as compiled at each of the
enquiries, were as follows :(—

DaTE INDEX No. Darg Ixpex No.
July, 1914 .. 100 July, 1923 we 182
March, 1922 o B Octeber, 1923 ... 190
June, 1922 S N85 January, 1924 ... 196
October, 1922 ... 196 April, 1924 . 180
January, 1928 ... 198 July, 1924 ... 185
April, 19238 ... 183 October, 1924 ... 200

In the clothing group increases in prices in October as com-
pared with July were registered in 18 out of -23 articles listed.
The changes in this group as recorded were :—from March to
June, 1922, a fall of 2.2 per cent. ; from June to Octeber, 1922, a
full of 1.6 per cent ; frem October, 1922, to January, 1923, a fall
of 2.1 per cent.: from Januavy to April, 1923, a fall of 2.5 per
cent.; from April to July, 1923, a fall of 2.9 per cent.; July to
Octeber, 1923, an increase of 2.4 per cent.; from October, 1923,
to January, 1924, a decrease of 1.9 per cent. ; from January to
April, 1924, an increase of 0.8 per cent.; from April to July an
increase of 4.2 per cent. ; from July to October, 1924, an increase
of 2.0 per cent.  Ifrom July to October the price of boots increased
by 4.3 per cent. : other clothing by 1.4 per cent.
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The fellowing were the average retail prices of the principal

articles of food :—

| AVERAGE PRICES | Change in aver-
age price in mid-
= Per |j}— ———— Oct., 1924, com-
| pared with mid-
Mid-July. | Mid -Oct. | July, 1924.
Increase (4)
1924 1924 | Mecrease (—)
=i =
| s a | s d 5. d.
Beef—Sirloin 1h. 1 4 13| —0 03
Shouider ’ i 1 o} 1 0} — 0 0}
Corned Brisket: " 0 103 0 10} No change
Neck " 0 93 ¢ 9} | No change
Liver " 0 7} o 73 | + 0 0}
Matlten—Leg - I 53 Ta 5 Ne change
Neck N 1 04 1 0} '| No change
Bacon— Irish Streaky 2 1 53 1 71 + 0 13
Irish Shoulder . 3 1 0 11431 FROS0L
American Streaky .. TR 3 160 S a O]
American Shoulder | i ¢ 9 ¢ 10} ar: g UE
Pigs’ Heads i : ‘ 0 5 O 1Y6! i 4 0]
Fresh Pork —Shoulder | RS W D e + 0 o
Pork Sausages - 1 N 1 13 + 0 0}
Fish-—Red Herrings - doz 1 7] 1 8 <+ :; 0%—
3 ings 2 2 13 [
Cod Stear 8 [ (STl BN éi iy | Lo ool
Eggs | doz 19 2 8} | + 01114
Butter—Irish Creamery | 1b. 1 10 2" T 4+ 0 «‘ig
Irish Farmers’ i 1 7L 1 11} | + 0 3%
Margarine—First Grade @ 0 11 0113 | Ne change
Second Grade 1 ke 0 8 0 8% | No change
%hegse——@o]deu Spray | v | é ltlj? i 8 | B-:_o Shaz)lg,e
ar 3 v +
Fresh Milk .| quart 05 0 6 | + 0 1
Condensed Milk .. | 11b, tin 0 11 0 113 | 4 0 0%
Bread 21b.loaf 0 5 0 54 4+ 0 0}
Fleur—Household ... 14 lbs. 2 7% 2118 | + 0 4
Qatmeal \ % SERE 3 3 + 0 1%
Rice—Rangoon ib. 0 4} 0 4} Ne change
Java ' . 0 53 0 6 + 0 0}
Potatoes ... 14 lbs. 2 0% 16 — 0 8%
Tea—DBest [ alls 3 8 3 93 | 4+ 0 1%
Cheapest | " 2 6} 2 71 + ¢ 1
Sugar o . 0 63 0 6% | No change
Jam—Strawberry ... | 1ib. pot 1 2 1 23 4+ 0 0}

(1288.) Wit.3852—1446. 3. 375. 11/24. Farcoxenr. (i.9.
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Cost of Living Index Number.
MID-JANUARY, 1925.

Increase from Mid=July 1914 to Mid-Jan, 1925 = 95 per cent.

IPoLLowING on the marked upward movement in Saorstit Fireann
in the average level of retail prices during the three months period
July to October, 1924, a further increase is recorded in the period
October, 1924, to January, 1925. Trom mid-July to mid-October
there was an increase of 10 points in the Cost of Living Index
Nuwmber, and flolll mid-October to mid-January there was a
turther rise of 2 pomis or 1.0 per cent. This upward tendency,
which is seasonal, is also revealed in the British Cost of Living
Index Number, which has registered a rise of 10 points as between
1st July, 1924, and 1st January, 1925.

The following Tables show (1) the Cost of Living Index
Numbers, (2) the Percentage Annual Changes, and (3) the Per-
centage Quarterly Changes in Saorstat Hireann and in CGreat
Britain at quarterly intervals in 1922, 1923, 1924 and 1925.

(1) Cost of Living Index Numbers.
(Basis:—July, 1914—100.)

SAORSTAT EIREANN GREAT BRITAIN
Month* . | —
1922 1923 1924 1925 122 1923 1924 1825
January .| f | 1o | 188 | 195 || 102 | 178 | 177 | 180
April o] 1 L8R e 181 178 152 174 173
July ...| 1858 180 183 (84 169 170
October | 189 186 193 178 175 1 176 |

(2) Percentage Annual Changes in Cost of meg Index Number

SAORSTAT | GREAT SAGRSTAT | GREAT
= EIREANN | BRITAIN ] i EIREANN | BRITAIN
1922 1923 oz 9% 1923 1924 9% (7
Jan. to Jan ... T -~ 73 ,|dJan to Jan. ..., - L1 - 0.6
April ,, April...| - 3217 | - 44 | April,, April...| — 1.7 - 0.6
July ,, July ...| - 2.7it — 82| July ,, July ...| + L7 + 0.6
Oot. ,, Oct. -16- | -17gl Oct , Oct .| +38 4 0.6
B | 1924 1925

Jan. to Jan. ...] + 3.7 | + 1.7

(3) Percentage Quarterly Changes in Cost of Living Index Number.

SaorsTAT EIREANN GREAT BRITAIN
Quarter _ —
1922 1923 1924 1922 1923 1924
% % %0 % % %
Jan. to April T — 4 7 -5.3 - 5.2 - 2.2 -23
April ,, July — 3.1 - 0.6 + 2.8 + 1.1 29 - 1.7
July ,, Oct. +229| +33 | +55 Bevaylf e g e
Oct. ,, Jan. +05 | + 11 + 1.0 0.¢ + 1.1 =23
* The figures for Saorstdt Eireann refer to the middle of the month,
those for Great Britain to the first of the mionth. t Not available.
I March, 1922. § June, 1922.
++ March, 1922, to April, 1923. 1} June, 1922, to July, 1928.

|| March to June. ! T June te October.
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In January, 1925, as compared -with October, 9)4 there was
an increase of 1.5 per cent. 1n the retail puce of iood 2.3 per cent.
in clothing, amd 0.7 per cent. in ** sundries.”” @n the other hand
a decrease is recorded in the fuel and light group of 1.4 per cent.
and in the rent group of 0.2 per cent. ‘The more important price
changes were the increases in the vetail prices of butter, fresh
mnilk, bread, fleur and potatoes, and the (leueaaeq i the retail
prices of sugar and eggs. Boots increased in price by 2.4 per cent.,
other clo‘chmrJF by 2.3 pcl cent.  The retail price of candles fell by
4.4 per cent., coal by 1.5 per cent., other articles in the fuel aud
light greup by 1.0 per cent. The retail price of soap decreased
by 1.7 per cent., whereas other articles in the ** sundvies *’ group
mcreased by 0.9 per cent.

While the increased prices of butter, fresh milk, bread, flour
and potatoes tended to raise the Cost of Living by 1.1 per cent.
and the inareased prices of boots and other dothmo tended to raise
it by 0.4 per cent., the decreased pu(es of sugar and eggs tended
to lower the Cost of Living by Q'3 per cent. The resultant of
these and other changes in retail prices was, as stated, an increase
in the Cest of Living of 1.0 per cent. from mid-October to mid-
January.

During the three months from October to January it will be
seen from the Table on the next page that prices in the Food
(froup rose in the case of 18 and feli in 10 of the 36 articles listed.
The result was an increase from 200 to 203 i the Index Number
for the Food Group from mid-October to mid-January.

The Index Numbers for Food alone, as cempiled at each of the
enquiries, were as follows :(—

Dare INDEX Ne. Darg InpExX No.
July, 1914 e alE) October, 1923 ... 190
March, 1922 vex 19T January, 1924 ... 196
June, 1922 e 185 April, 1924 .. 180
October, 1922 ... 196 | July, 1924 ... 185
January, 1923 ... 198 | October, 1924 ... 200
April, 1923 P e January, 1925 ... 208
July, 1923 g 1820

In the clothing group increases in prices i January as com-
pared with October were registered in 22 out of 23 articles listed.
The changes in this group as recerded were :—from March to
June, 1922, a fall of 2.2 per cent. ; from June to @ctober, 1922, u
fall of 1.6 per ccni © from ()Ltobu 1922, to Junuary, NZ@ a fall
of 2.1 per cent. ; - frem January to Apnl 1923, a fall of 5 per
cent.; nom Apul to July, 1923, a fall of 2.9 per cent.; July
October 923, an increase of 2.4 per cent.; from Octobe1 ]925
to Janua,ry, 1924, a decrease of 1.9 per cent ; from Janumy to
April, 1924, an increase of 0.8 per cent.;  from April to July an
increase of 4.2 per cent. ; from July to Octobel 1924, an increase
of 2.0 per cent., and from October, - 1924, to Ianucuy 1925, an
increase of 2.3 per cent. Irom Octeber te Janudly the pnce of
boots increased by 2.4 per cent.; other clothing by 2.2 per cent.
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Returns of comparative rents are obtained only at every second
Cost of Living enquiry. The returns showed an increase of 0.8
per cent. from June, 1922, to January, 1923; a fall of 0.6 per
cent. from Janvary to July, 1923: an increase of 0.4 per cent.
from July, 1923, to January, 1924 : then a fall of 0.2 per cent.
from January to July, 1924, fellowed by a fall of 0.2 per cent.
from July, 1924, to January, 1925.

The following were the average retail prices of the principal
articles of food :—

1
AVERAGE PRICES | Change in aver-
age price in mid-
— Per Jan., 1925, com-
pared with mid.
Mid-Oct. | Mid-Jan., | Oct., 1924.
Increase (4)
1924 1926 Decrease (—)
|
8. d 8. d. s. d.
Beef—-Sirloin 1b. 1 3% 1 4 + 0 0%
Shoulder ... % 1 03 15980 No change
Corned Brigket . 0 104 0 1o} + 0 0}
Neck o4 1, 0 93 0 9% No change
Liver i 0 73 0 & No change
Mutton—Leg ’ 15 1 5 + 0 0}
Neck o 1 04 1 03 + 0 0%
Bacon— Irish Streaky % 1 71 1 71 No change
Irish Shoulder - 11 1 1] + 0 0}
American Streaky ... . )LL) AT — 0 0}
American Shoulder i 0 10} 0 104 — 0 0}
Pigs’ Heads ™ 0 6 0 6 + 0 0}
Fresh Pork —Shoulder g l =3 1 31 +— 0 0}
Pork Sausages - 1 13 gl Ne change
Fish-—Red Herrings doz. 1S 1§ 70 — 0 0}
Fresh Herrings » 20 I 2 Y -0 03
Cod Steak lb. 1 4 1 41 + 0 0%
Eggs .| doz. 2 8% 2 8] — 0
Butter—Irish Creamery b, 3 3 D 4 No change
Irish IFarmers’ i 111 1113 =) 0%
Margarine—First Grade . 01l 0 114 + 0 0}
Second Grade ... " 0 8% 0 8% Ne change
Checse—Golden Spmv v 1 6 @ No change
Lard > 1 0 1 0 + 0 0}
Fresh Milk ... | quart 6 0 64 + 0 0%
Condensed Milk ... ... | 11b. tin 0113 0 11} — 0 0%
Bread ... |21b.loaf 0 3 0 5% + 0 04
Flour—Household . woo | 14 lbs. 2 11 3 0% + 0 1%
QOatmeal - 3 73 3 8% + 0 1
Rice—Rangoon ... 1b. 0 4 0 4 — 0 0}
Java pt b 0 6 o 5% — 0 0}
Potatoes ... weo | 14 lbs. Ik, 5 1 -634 + 0 0%
Tea—Best 4. 3 93 3 9¢ —0 0}
Cheapest LR b D 2 7% 2 74 + ¢ 0}
Sugar 7. S 0 6% 0 61 — 0 0%
Jam-—Strawberry ... ... | 11b. pot 1 2§ 1 2% — 0 0}

{

(78). Wrt.5153. 3. 375, 2/25. FarcoNer. G.9.
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Cost of Living Index Number.

MID-APRIL, 1925.
Increase from Mid-July 1914 to Mid-April, 1925 = 88 per cent.

The following are the Cost of Living Index Numbers for Saorstit
Eireann and Great Britain and Northern Ireland :—
(Basis :—July, 1914 = 100.)

| SA0RSTAT EIREANN ‘ (GREAT BRITAIN AND
I | NORTHERN [RELAND
Month* ;

| 1922 | 1923 | 1924 ‘ 1925 || 1922 | 1923 | 1924 | 1925

} i | ! |
January .| t | 190 | 188 [ 195 J 192 | 178 | 177 | 180
April ... | 191% 181 178 188 || 182 174 173 175
July =i} 185¢% 180 183 | 184 169 170 |
October 189 186 193 178 175 176

The above index numbers being mainly dependent on food
prices, show regular seasonal changes, decreasing from January
to July and increasing from July to January, as will be seen from
the next table, which shows the percentage changes in each quar-
ter of the year.

NAORSTAT EIREANN I GREAT BRITAIN AND
NORTHERN IRELAND
Period* |
1922 . 1923 | 1924 | 1925 | 1922 | 1923 | 1924 | 1925
|
% | % | % % %l o5 | oo
Jan. to April ... + -47| ~53] -36( -52|-22| 23] -28
April to July ... | — 3.1# — 0.6 | + 2.8 ST (S B et
July to Oct. ... | + 2.2f +';3‘ +55 | 83| +36|+35
Oct.todJan. ... | 05| + 1.1 | +1.0 i 00 l'+111 423
The index numbers for food [alone] were :—
SAORSTAT EIREANN | GREAT BRITAIN AND
NORTHERN IRELAND
Month* —j— — — —
: 1922 | 1923 | 1924 ‘ 1925 || 1922 | 1923 | 1924 | 1925
Janvary .| t | 198 | 196 | 203 | 185 | 175 | 175 | 178
April | 191 | 183 | 180 | 191 173 | 168 [ 167 | 170
July .| 1851 | 182 | 185 180 162 162 ‘
October 1196 190 | 200 172 | 172 172

These index numbers for cost of living and for food [alone] must
not be taken as indicating that retail prices are higher in Saorstdt
Eireann than in Great Britain; they show only that retail prices
have risen more in the former than in the latter country since
July, 1914.

The prices of some of the commodities influencing the cost of
living index number shew no seasonal changes. The retail
price of bacon decreased continuously from March, 1922, to April,

* The figures for Saorstdt Eireann refer to the middle of the month, those for
Great Britain and Northern Ireland to the first of the menth.

t The first two cost of living index numbers compiled for Saorstdt Eireann
referred to March [not April] and to June [not July], 1922.
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1924, and then increased to April, 1925; bread and flour fell to
July, 1924, and then increased to April, 1925. Sugar and tea
increased te April, 1924, and then dropped to April, 1925. Retail
prices of beots and other clothing moved in the other directien,
decreasing te April, 1924, and then increasing to April, 1925.
Candles fell te Januvary, and soap te April, 1924, and afterwards
increased in price to April, 1925,

The retail prices of other commodities fluctuate more or less
vielently with the seasons, but the underlying movements due te
other causes can be observed either by censidering the averages
for four consecutive inguiries or by comparing prices at the same
date in each year. The latter method is adopted in the following
table, which shows that there was a downward trend in beef
prices to @cteber, 1924, and then a change upwards; in mulion
an upward movement te October, 1923, then dewnwards to July,
1924, and then another movement upwards, and so on for the
other articles. The table shows that the Saerstit and British cost
of living index numbers moved continueusly in the samme direction
—downwards to April, 1924, and then upwards.

Percentage changes in retail pri/cés and in rent (figures in ordinary type
represent increases, figures in italics decreases) :—

1922-1923 1923-1024 1924-1925
Mar. | June Oct. | Jan. | April | July | Oct. | Jan, | April
22 to | ’22 to ' "22 to | ’23 te | *23 to | 23 te | '23 to | 24 to | 24 to
April | July Oct. | Jan. | April | July | Oct. | Jan. | April
’23 ’23 '23 ’24 24 24 24 ’25 A
3 |
Beef 56 | 3.9 01 44 | 6.4 | 47 | 34 1.9 | 42
Mutton 3.0 0.3 3.2 0.8 LI585 249 1.4 21 | 12.6
Bacon | 220 29:1 }i1219.4 || 122. 7' | 22:0 | 13.3 0.8 8.4 | 18.6
Eags S | || D) 6.4 | 164 85 | 7.3 | 211 9.6 0.7 7.8
Butter 5 3.5 8.7 8.2 3.9 I 12:2*'|F12:5 ST 35T 0.9 | 14.2
Milk 7.0 3.6 3.6 5.3 3.1 1.2 GRS (Gt 3.8
Bread 45 | 46 43| 57 | 60| 56 | 64 | 124 | 191
Flour 21 ge2 il 620l 57 69 | 68| 7.2 | 103 i 16.9 | 17.3
Potatoes - | 28.8 8.4 426 | 69.1 | 965 | 364 | 20.7 | 10.5 | 12.8
Sugar 24.0 | 235 173 [ 168 | 255 | 92 | 83 | 145 | 19.8
Tea 22 (121 102 | 66 [ 20 TR a2 ] R T [
Boots R (S0 8.6 8.8 2.7 | 11.7 | 15.1 | 20.4 | 16.6
Other Clothing 7.8 8.0 4.2 3.9 1.5 4.1 2.7 7.0 7.9
Candles 22.4 | 18.5 | 12.3 9.1 | 163 | 31.7 | 35.0 | 31 6.5
Soap 10.3 8.5 | 10.1 7.3 2.9 1.2 2.6 0.6 0.3
Rent e 0.2 ¥ 0.2 e 0.1 @ 0.4 &
Cosr oF Livixe
IxpEX Ne. :
Saorstét Eireann 5.2 2 1.6 ! 1.7 1.7 3.8 3.7 5.6
Great Britain and

Northern Ireland| 4.4 8.2 1.7 0.6 1 061 06 ‘ 0.6 AT lud o d 47
* Returns of rents are obtained only at every second cest of living inquiry.

The fellowing table shows perhaps more satisfactorily the simi-
larity ef the movements of the cost of living in the twe ceuntries.
The figures represent the average cost of living index num-
bers for each four consecutive dates at which inquiries were made
m the Saorstit, and accordingly are influenced by high winter
as well as by low summer prices. (The British figures do not
represent averages of 12 consecutive monthly index figures, but
of the 4 referring to same dates as those for Saorstit Kireann.)
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Average index nwmber for 12 months and including :

1923 1924 1925

Jan. i Aprﬂ} July‘ Oct. | Ja.m| April July Oct. | Jan. April
f \

Saerstdat Eireann ... | 1883 | 1864|185 184} 1833 183 1833 | 1853 | 1873 | 1894
Great Britain and i
Northern Ireland ...  180%| 1784|1743 | 174 | 1733|1731 11733 ‘ 174 1742‘ 175%

From the 12 months ended January, 1923, to the 12 months
ended April, 1924, the Saorstat cest of living fell by 3.0 per cent.,
the British by 3.9 per cent.; but trom the latter period to the
12 months ended April, 1925, the Saorstit figure increased by 3.7
per cent., the British by 1.8 per cent.

The following table shows average retail prices in the towns
(large and small) of Saorstit ireann of the principal articles of
food :—

! |
AVERAGE PRICES | Change in aver-
age price in mid-
— Per 1 April, 1925, com-
pared with mid-
Mid-Jan. | Mid-April | January, 1925.
Increase (4)
1925 1925 Decrease (—)
1 s. d. s. d. s. o
Beef—Sirloin 1b. 1 4 1 43 + 0 0%
Shoulder ... ® 10 1 0% + 0 0}
Corned Brisket e e 103 0 103 No change
Neck 0 oo o o 9% 0 104 + 0 03
Liver o (Jf 0 7% No change
Mutton—Leg » 1 5% 1 73 + 0 2%
Neck B 1 03 I & + 0
Bacon— Irish Streaky & i g 1L + 0 0%
Irish Shoulder . Al IS 1E + 0 0}
American Streaky ... . 1 1} 1 1% + 0 04
American Shoulder o 0 10} 0 104 + 0 0}
Pigs’ Heads 1 0 6 0 63 + 0 0%
Fresh Pork —Shoulder A Ty v 3 1 4 + 0 0%
Pork Sausages e 1 U L + 0 0%
Fishb—Red Herring won (v (dOZ: 1 74 18 iy — 0 0}
Fresh Herring o0 2 13 2 1 - 0 0}
Cod Steak Ib. 1 4} 1 3% - 0 0%
Eggs e doz 2 8 W -1 3%
Butter—Irish Creamery 1b. 2 2% 111} -0 3
Irish Farmers’ o D 1113 110 - 0 1%
Margarine—First Grade o e 11 e 113 + 0 0}
Second Grade ... o 0 8% ® 83 No change
Cheese—Golden Spray A 16 1 6 No change
Lerd i 1 0} 103 + 0 of
Fresh Milk ... | quart o 64 0 6 - 0 o}
Condensed Milk ... «.. [ 11b. tin 0 11% ¢ 112 + 0 0%
Bread ... | 2lb.loaf 0 52 0 6 + 0 0}
Flour—Household ... weo | 14 lbs. 3 0} 3 1} + 0 0}
Oatmeal 7 3 8% 3 8% No change
Rice—Rangoon ... 1b. o 4 0 4 No change
Java o 0 5% 0 5% No change
Potatoes ... ol 14.ths) 1 6% 1 43 ARG T
Tea—Best Ib. 3 9% 3 9 - 0 0}
Cheapest ! 3 7% 2R07 -0 0}
Sugar ™ ¢ 6} 0 6 - 0 0%
Jam—Strawberry ... ... | 1lb. pot 1 2% 1 23 No change

(319). Wt. 861/2264. 3. 375. 5/25. FALCONER. G. 9.
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Cost of Living Index Number.

MID-JULY, 1925.

“Increase from Mid-July 1914 to Mid-July, 1925 = 88 per cent.

The following are the Cost of Living Index Numbers for Saorstat
Eireann and Great Britain and Northern Ireland :—
(Basis :—Jduly, 1914 = 100)

SAORSTAT EIREANN ‘ GREAT BRITAIN AND
NORTHERN IRELAND
Month* - —- = -
1922 1923 1924 ‘ 1925 || 1922 1923 ‘ 1924 | 1925
l i
January caolll i 190 188 195 192 IR I B 180
April [ 191% 181 178 188 || 182 174 173 175
gL Clest| 180 | s | oass | C1ss | 6o [ 170 | 173
October I 189 186 193 178 175 176

The above index nwmbers being mainly dependent on food
prices, show 1egular seasonal Lhanoeb decreasing from January
to July and increasing from July to Janumy, as will be seen from
the next table, which shows the percentage changes in each quar-
ter of the year.

SAorsTAT EIREANN : (GREAT BRITAIN AND
NORTHERN IRELAND
Period* —_— -—— —— | —-
1922 1923 | 1924 | 1925 | 1922 | 1023 1024 1925
o/ 0o/ (374 0/’ o/ 0/ o/
‘0 ‘0 /a ot ;0 | /0 /0 /9
Jan. to April .. 1 - 47| -53]| - 36 - 521 — 22| =23 - 28
April te July ... | - 3.11| — 0.6 4 2.8 0.0 +1.1| —2.9 5% 1.7 - 1.1
July to Oct. ... | + 224 +3.3 | + 5.5 Saaianl T e ol S
Oct. to Jan. ... A |l +05] + 111 +1.0 0.0 | AN T
The index ? numbels for food [alone] were :—
SAORSTAT EIREANN GREAT BRITAIN AND
NorTuERN IRFLAND
Month* - _ - -
1922 1923 1924 i 1925 || 1922 i 1923 1924 1925
* January e | 1 198 196 | 203 || 85 | 175 | 175 | 178
April 191 o 183 180 | 191 173 ‘ 168 | 167 170
July i 185t 182 185 188 180 162 | 162 167
October o la196 L1900 - 200 172 | 172 | 172

These index numbers for cost of living and for food [ﬂone] must
not be taken as indicating that retail prices ave higher in Saorstdt
Tireann than in Great Brltam they show only that retail prices
have risen more in the fermer than in the latter country since
July, 1914.

The prices of some of the commeditiez influencing the cost of
living index number show no seasenal changes. The retail
price of bacon decreased continuously from March, 1922, to April,

* The figures for Saorstat Eireann refer to the middle of the month, those for
Great Britain and Northern Treland to the first of the month.

1 The first two cost of living index numbers compiled for Saorstat Kireann
referred to March [not April] and to June [not July], 1922
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1924, and then increased to July, 1925; bread fell to July,
1924, and then increased to July, 1925. Suger and tea increased
te April, 1924, and then dropped to July, 1925. Retail prices
of beots and other clothing meved in the other directien,
decreasing to April, 1924, and then increasipg to July, 1925.
Candles fell to January, and soap to April, 1924, and afterwards
increased in price.

The retail prices of other commodities fluctuate more er less
vielently with the seasons, but the underlying mevements due to
other causes can be observed either by considering the averages
for four consecutive inquiries or by cemparing prices at the same
date in each year. The latter methed is adepted in the fellowing
table, which shows that there was a dewnward trend in beef
prices to October, 1924, and then a change upwards; in mutten
an upward movement te October, 1923, then downwards to July,
1924, and then anether mevement upwards, and so on for the
other articles. The table shows that the Saorstdt and British cost
of Jiving index numbers moved continuously in the same direction
—downwards to April, 1924, and then upwards.

Percentage changes in retail prices and in rent :—

192235 1023-1924 1924-1925
' Oct. | Jan. AprilI July | Oct. | Jan  April | July
22 to | '23 te | 723 te |23 to |23 to | "24 to 24 to | '24 to
Oct. | Jan, | April | July | Oct. | Jan. April | July
‘93 | 24 | ba | 24 | ‘24 | '35 25 | 25
% % % | % % % % %
Beef v = 01— 44— 64— 47— 34|+ L9 b 42(+ 20
Mutten v | 8.2]— 0.8|— 48— 29[+ 14|14 21 L1206+ 7.0
Bacen e [ —19.4|—22.7|—22.0|—13.3|— 08|+ 8.4 +18alH1L5
Eggs o o LSRG | 327 e 86— 0 | N3
Butter s i— 82w 3.0(—124(4+12.5|4+13.1|— 0.9 L14al4 66
Milk e (— 36— A3+ 31— 12|+ 81|+ 8.7 + 38/+ 0.6
Bread v |— 43— 57— 6.0|— 5.6(+ 6.4|+12.4 +19.1+15.7
Tleur e j— 81— 69— 5.8|— T.2[4+10.3|+16.9 +17.3|4+ 140
Potatoes e [ 42,6 | 69.1 |496.5|+36.4 |+21.7 |+10.5 —12.8+ 1.8
Sugar v |[F17.3]4+16.8 [+ 25— 9.2|— 8.3|—14.5 —)08/ 438
Tea L1024 6.6 20— L3|— 12— 0.6 — 1.3]— 6.8
Boets e |— 86— 88| — 2.1 |4+1L.7[+15.1|{+20.4 +16.6 +10.4
Other Clething v |— £2]— 3.9|— E5|+ 414+ 27|+ 7.0 + THH12.0
(andles v [—12.3|— 9.1 [+16.3|4+31.7|4+35.0 | +3L.1 1+ 6.5 — L6
Soap e =200 | — T8 — 2.9+ 12|+ 2.6]+ 0.6+ 0.3 — 3R
Rent G L ) * |4+ 0.1 * o= 0.4 =052
Cost oF LiviNg '
InpEX No. : [ !
Saorstat LKireann — 1.6 1.1 |— 1.7+ L7+ 3.8+ 3.7 4+ 56|24 2.7
Great Britain and |
__ Northern Ireland AT P Tl (),Gl-f—- 0.6+ 0.6+ 1.7 + 1.2+ 1.8

* Returns of rents are obtained only at every second cest of living inguiry.

The follewing table shews perhaps more satisfacterily the simi-
larity of the movements of the cost of living in the two countries.
The figures represent the average cest of living index num-
bers for each four consecutive dates at which Inquirles were made
in the Saorstdt, and accordingly are influenced by high winter
as well as by low summer prices. (The British figures do not
tepresent averages of 12 consecutive monthly index figures, but
of the 4 referring to same dates as those for Saorstiat Firveann.)
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Average index number for 12 months and including :

1923

| 1924 [ 1925

Jan. i Aprili July

Oct.  Jan. | April, July Oet IJan. April July

Saerstdat Eireann
Great Britain and
Northern Ireland 180%

1883

186} 185 [ 1843 1832

1784 | 1743 174

183

1733 | 1734

Ty N
|
1837 | 1853 | 1873 | 1893 | 191

1733 | 174 | 1743 1753|176

! '

From the 12 months ended January, 1923, to the 12 months
ended April, 1924, the Saorstat cost of living fell by 3.0 per cent.,
the British by 3.9 per cent.; but from the latter period to the
12 menths ended July, 1925, the Saorstat figure increased by 4.4
per cent., the British by 1.4 per cent.

The following table shows average retail prices in the towns
(large and small) of Saorstdt Eireann of the principal articles of

food :—

AVERAGE PRICES | Change in aver-
age price in mid-
1 Per July, 1925, com-
' pared with mid-
Mid-April | Mid-July | April, 1925.
Increase (+)
1925 1925 Decrease (—)
8. d. 8. d. s. d,
Beef—Sirloin 1b. 1 43 1 43 — 0 0}
Shoulder ... ” 1 e} 1 03 No change
Corned Brisket ” 0 103 011 + 0 0}
Neck 2 0 10 0 10} -0 0}
Liver - 0 173 0 8 4+ 0 0}
Mutton—Leg % 1|73 1 6} -0 1}
Neck Sp 1 ) 11 -0 04
Bacon— Irish Streaky o 1 8 1 8 + 0 0
Irish Shoulder 5 1 13 1 2} + 0 03
American Streaky ... S| (B A 1 23 K |
American Shoulder 4 0 10 0 10% - 0 0}
Pigs’ Heads 0 6% 0 63 No change
Fresh Pork —Shoulder ] Ll 1 4 1 431 + 0 0%
Pork Sausages u .2 Y - 0 0}
Fish—Red Herring oo |y doz. i3 16 — 0 0}
Fresh Herring s 28 E1 ! No change
Cod Steak 1b. 1 3% 1 31 No change
Eggs doz. 15 1 8} 450 3%
Butter—~Irish Creamery Ib. 111} 111 + 0 0%
Irish Farmers’ W 110 1 9% — 0 0%
Margarine—First Grade P 0113 0113 No change
Second Grade i 0 8% 0 8 No change
Cheese—@Golden Spray " 1 6 1 6 No change
Lard p 1 0} 1 03 No change
Fresh Milk quart 0 6% 0 5 -0 1
Condensed Milk 11b. tin 0 113 0 11} No change
Bread 21b.loaf 0 6 0 5% — 0 0}
Flour—Household ... 14 1bs. 3 1} 3 .0 -0 14
Oatmeal 5 3 8% 3 8% =LIS0L
Rice—Rangoon ib. 0 4 0 4 No change
Java ’ 0 5% 0 5% No change
Potatoes ... 14 lbs. 1 4% 2 1 + 0 8%
Tea—Best 1b. 3 9 3 6} -0 23
Cheapest » 2y 2-033 - 0 3%
Sugar o 0 6 0 3% -~ 0 2}
Jam—Strawberry ... 11b. pot 1 23 1 2% - 0 0}
(627). Wt.2256. 3. 375. 8/25. Farconer. G. 9.
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Cost of Living Index Number.

MID-OCTOBER, 1925.
Increase from Mid-July 1914 to Mid-Oct., 1925 = 88 per cent.

The following are the Cost of Living Index Numbers for Saorstdt
Eireann and Great Britain and Northern Treland :—
(Basis :—July, 1914=100.)

GREAT BRITAIN AND
NorTuery I[RELAND

SA0RSTAT KIREANN

|

Month* i ”I |
1922 ‘ 1923 ‘ 1924 ‘ 1925 ‘ 1922 1923 [ 1924 | 1925

| ! |
January + 190 188 196: I, 192 || 17§ 177 180
April w1191 | 181 | 178 | 188 182 | 174 | 173 | 175
July ..l 185t 180 | 183 | 188 ‘ 181 l 169 | 170 | 173
October .. 189 | 186 193 18% I 178 175 1761 176

The above Index Numbers being mainly dependent en food
prices, show regular seasonal changes, decreasing from January
to July, and increasing fromy July to January. but Budget
influences in 1925, between April and July, which helped to stop
the downward trend in July, tegether with the very low price
of potatees recorded in October, resulted in there being no change
in the Index Number for Saorstit Eireann from April to October,
1925. The next table shows the percentage changes in each
quarter of the year.

SA0RSTAT EIREANN | (iREAT BRITAIN AND °

| NORTHERX [RELAND
Period* : i M e T
1922 ‘ 1923 | 1924 | 1925 || 1022 | 1923 | 1924 | 1025
i i = o ;
% | % | %.| % [ % | % | % | %
Jan. to April ... T - 47| =53 -386] —-582[ -22| —23 28
April to July ... | — 3.11 - 0.6 | + 2.8 0.0 +11| ~28] - 17| - 1.1
July to Oct. ... | + 221 433 | 5.5 0.0 ~ 3.8 ’ + 36| +35] + 1.7
Oct. to Jan. ... | +0.5 | + 11| + 1.0 I 00 | +11 ! 23
_The index numbers for food (alone) were :—
SAORSTAT EIREANN GREAT BRITAIN AND
NORTUERN [RELAND
Month* =
1922 | 1923 | 1924 | 1925 |[ 1922 ! 1923 | 1924 ] 1925
i
Jamusry  ..| t | 198 | 196 [ 203 |#iss | 178 | 17 | 19
April 1911 183 150 191 173 168 167 170
iy Tl wsst | 1s2 | 1ss | oass | o | 162 | 1es | 167
October e ids 190 | 200 188 Il 172 ' )72 172 | 172

These index numbers for cost of living and for food (atone) must
net be taken as indicating that retail prices are higher in Saorstdt
Eireann than in Great Britain; they show only that retail prices
have risen more in the former than i the latter country since
July, 1914.

The prices of some of the commodities influencing the cost of
living index number show ne seasonal changes. The retail
price of bacon decreased continuously from March, 1922, to April,

* The figures for Saorstdt Eireann refer to the middle of the month, those for
Great Britain and Northern Irveland to the first of the month.

} The first two cost of living index numbers compiled for Saorstat Kireann
referred to March [not April} and to June [not July], 1922
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1924, and then increased to October, 1925, bread fell to July,
1924, and then increased to April, 1925, since when decreases
have been neted. Sugar and Tea increased to April, 1924, and
then dropped to October, 1925. The abolition of the Tea duty
and the reduction in the Sugar duty would account for part of this
fall in the peried from April to October in this year.  Retail
prices of boots and other clothing moved in the other direction,
decreasing to April, 1924, and then increasing to October, 1925,

The retail prices of other commodities fluctuate more or less
violently with the seasons, but the underlying movements due to
other causes can be observed either by considering the averages
for four consecutive inquiries or by comparing prices at the same
date in each year. The latter method is adopted in the following
table, which shews that there was a downward trend in beef
prices to October, 1924, and then a change upwards; in mutton
an upward movement to October, 1923, then downwards to July,
1924, and then another movement upwards, and so on for the
other articles. The table shows that the Saorstit and British
Cost of Living Index Numbers moved continuously in the same
direction—downwards to April, 1924, and then upwards to July,
1925. TIn October, 1925, the British figure shows no change coni-
pared with 12 months previously, while the figure for the Saorstit
shows a decrease of 2.6 per cent.

Percentage changes in retail prices and in rent :—

’ 1023-1924 1924-1925

Jan. | April | July | Oct. | Jan. April | July | Oct.

23 to|’23to |23 to |23 to |24 to ‘24 to|’24 to| 24 to

Jan, | April | July | Oct. | Jan. April| July | Oct.

24 | 24 | 24 | 24 | 25 ‘25 | 25 | 25
I . i ]

%l %l %% | % %| %] %
Beef — 464 47| BA L9 o 4242004 3.0
Mutton — 0.8|— 4.8/— 29[+ 14|+ 21 +126/+ 70f{L 43
Bacon v 1 —22.7|—22.0|—13.3|— 0.8 |-+ 8.4 +18.5314+14.5|+11.0
Eggs o — 85|+ 7.3[4+271 |+ 9.6/— 0.7 + 7.8|— 3.2|— 5.2
Butter ot 3.9)-12.4(4+12.5|+15.1|— 0.9 +14.24 6.6]— 2.3
Milk oo — 53|+ 31|— 12|+ 81|+ 8.7 + 3.8+ 0.6(— 1.2
Bread o | — B.7|— 6.8|— 56|+ 6.4|412.4 +19.1|+157|— 0.2
Flour e — 89| — 58|— 7.2|+10.3|+16.9 +17.3|-+14.0|— 3.5
Potatoes veo 691 [+96.5|+36.4|4+21.7 |+10.5 —12.8 + L&[—41.5
Sugar e8|t 25l 02| 83|—145 —10.8| 438|480
Tea 4 6.6|+ 2.0/— 1.3]— 1.2|— 0.6 — 1.3|]— 6.8|—108
Boots e |— 88— 214117 |+15.1|+20.4 +16.6/+10.4|+ 6.8
Other Clothing e |— 39— 1.8|-L 43|+ 27|+ 7.0 + 7.9/ 412.¢0|+11.3
Candles vee — 9.1)+16.3|+31.7|+35.0-+31.1 + 6.5|— 4.6[— 9.6
Soap I | B Y e [ 0.3(— 3.2|— 2.0

Rent {_ o2f * |+o01] * |04 |02 *

Cost orF LiviNg | [ | |
IspEx No.: |
Saorstét Eireann |— 11— 2|+ 17]+ 38|+ 3.7 + 56|+ 27]— 26
Great Britain and . |

Northern Ireland  |— 0.6!— 0.6!+ 0.6/+ 08+ 1.7 + 12l+ 18l o0

* Returns of rents are obtained only at every second cost of living inquiry. s

The following table shows perhaps more satisfactorily the simi
larity of the movements of the cost of living in the two countries.
The figures represent the average cost of living index num-
bers for each four consecutive dates at which inquiries were made
1 the Saorstdat, and accordingly are influenced by high winter
as well as by low summer prices. (The British figures do not
represent averages of 12 consecutive monthly index figures, but
of the 4 referring to same dates as those for Saorstit Eireann.)



4

Average mde\ number for 12 moénths and mcludmg

1925

1923 ' 1924

4
Apr 11 July ‘ Oct. ‘ | Jan. | April! Jnlv ()(‘t J :Aprxlj July | Oct.

| | |
Saerstat Kireann | 186G} | 185 | 1844 183%| 183 | 183F 1854 187 "; 189% ’191 1893
Great. Britain and e | | i
Northern Ireland 17841 174-§I 174 | 173|173} | 1733 174 1742 175i1 176

176

From the 12 months ended January, 1923, to the 12 months
ended April, 1924, the Saorstit cost of living fell by 3.0 per cent.,
the British by 3.9 per cent.: but from the latter period to the
12 months ended October, 1925, the Saorstit figure increased by
3.7 per cent., the British by 1.4 per cent.

The Followm;‘ table shows average retail prices in the towns
(large and small) of Saorstit Fireann of the plmmp'ﬂ articles of
food :—

AVERAGE PRICES Chapge in aver-
age price in mid-
— Per — Oct., 1925, com-
pared with mid-
Mid-July | Mid-Oect. July, 19235.
Incrense ()
1925 1925 Decrease (—)
8. d. s. d s. d
Beef—Sirloin 1b. 1 43 1 4} -0 0
Shoulder = 1 0% 190 No change
Corned Brisket 5 0 1j 0 103 — 0 o)
Neck o) 0 10} 0 1o No change
Liver , - 0 8 0 7% -0 0}
Mutton—Leg > 1 6% L 5% -0 0}
Neck A I 13 1 13 -0 0}
Bacon— Trish Streaky L5 1 8 1 93 =L+ O
Irish Shoulder % 1 =2 e + 0 0%
American Streaky ... L 1 23 L + 0 0}
American Shoulder A5 0 10} 0 11 + 0 1
Pigs’ Heads > 0 6} 0 63 No change
Fresh Pork —Shoulder 5 I 44 1 4% . + 0 0}
Pork Sausages 3 1 Iehe iyl 2 + 0 0}
Fish—Red Herring N d oz 1 6§ I 73 4+ 0 of
Fresh Herring =14 od Qe 1! 2 0} —0 0
Cod Steak 1b. 1 3 1 33 + 0 0}
Eggs 1.1 oz: 1 83 2 63 + 0 10
Butter—Irish Creamery tb. 1113 2 + 0 o
Irish Farmers' A d Y 1 104 + 0 I}
Maxrgarine—First Grad Ny ¢ 11 0114 No change
Second Grade ... 1 0 82 i 0 8§ No change
Cheese—Golden Spmv s 1 6 1 6} + 0 0}
Tard 05 1 03 1k + 0 0
Fresh Milk s | quart 0 6} 0 8 + 0 of
Condensed Milk ... ... [ 11b. tin 0 113 0 113 - 0 &}
Bread ... | 21b.loaf 0 5% 0 5% — 0 0f
Flour—Household . .o | 14 1bs. 3 0 2 10} - 0 13
Oatmeal 2 3 8% 3 73 - 0 1}
Rice—Rangeon ... 1b. 0 4 0 4 No change
Java . 2 ® 53 0 5% No change
Potatoes ... <. | 14 Ibs. 2 1 0 lod SAsL A2 L
Tea—Best 1b. 3 6% 3 63 + 0 0}
Cheapest e 2 32 P - 0 0f
Sugar L] L 0 33 0 3% — 0 0}
Jam—Struwbelry - l 11b. pot 1 2} 165124 No change

(527). Wt.2256. 3. 375. 8/25. Faconer. G. 9.
(720). WH190. 3. 375. 11/25
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