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PREFACE. 

It having been represented to the Provisional Government 
that it was desirable to calculate an official figure indicating 
in respect of Ireland the change in the cost of living at the present 
time as compared with the cost of living in 1914, the Provisional 
Government appointed for the pm·pose on 10th June, 1922, a 
Committee comprising representatives of the Ministries of 
Agriculture, Finance, Economic Affairs and Labour. The 
Committee reported on the 4th August, 1922, and the result 
of its enquiries, together with the Committee's deta,iled 
explanation of the procedure adopted, are appended hereto. 

The conclusions set out in the report represent the closest 
approximation which is practicable to the average increases in 
the cost of maintaining, in particular months of the current 
year as compared with July, 1914, the same standard of living 
for a family dependent on wage earnings in. places with 500 or 
more inhabitants. The inquiry applied to the whole of Ireland, 
and its basis is therefore broad enough to be reasonably depend­
able for any practical purpose to which a calculation as 'to 
changes in the cost of living can usefully be applied. 

It is proposed to arrange for the calculation at intervals 
of three months of a cost of living figure on the same basis as 
that adopted by the Committee for the purpose of this repoi·t. 
September will be the next month for which a figme will be 
determined. 

It is to be observed that the information collected in the course 
of this inquiry has incidentally revealed relations between the 
wholesale and the retail prices of several important commoditie 
and between the prices of the same commodity in similar locali­
ties which require explanation. This matter is being further 
examined with a view to determining whether any undue 
advantage is being taken of the general body of consumers 
and. if that be the case, to the adoption of appropriateremcdies. 

MTNTS'I'RY OF ECONOMIC !\FFAIHS, 

23rd II ugust, 1922. 



THE COS1
"' 

OF LIVING 

IN 

IRELAND. 

REP</RT 

To the Chairman, Provisional Government, Ireland. 

By minute dated the 10th June last we were appointed by 
the Government to determine the cost of ljving in Ireland for the 
months of Ma,rnh and June, 1922, as compar,ed with the cost of 
li<ving in July, 1914, on such a basis as would show the average 
increase in the cost of maintaining the same standard of living 
for a family dependent on WH,ge earnings. i.Ve were asked to 
complete om calculations not later than July 15th, if possible, but 
owing to the fact that a considerable proportion of our staff were 
ti.nable to reach our offices during the recent troubles in Dublin 
we were given until the 25th to complete our work. The follow­
i11g letter was sent to the Hea:d of the Government on the 26th 
.July:-

" \ Oharn,-The I: eport of the Cost of Living Committee 
is not yet finally drafted, but the main lines of it have been 
agreed upon. We think, therefore, that we ought to acquaint 
you at once that our investigations show that the percentage 
increase in the Cost of Living of -:V.,7 age Earning Dlasses in 
Ireland between July, 1914, and June, 1922, is 85.2 per cent. 
and the increase between July, 1914 and March, 1922, is 
91.4 per cent. 

'' Sinne, le meas mor,'' 
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The following B.eport, wbHe bringing out the points essential 
to a purely Irish co ·t of living inquiry, can hardly be regarded as 
exbacstive, in view of t,he mass of :figurns collected which could 
be examined from many different points of view. Had we been 
able to spend a longeT time in diaestina these fiaures we should 
not have arrived at any different final result as regards the Irish 
cost of living figure; but we think that many interesting a.nd im­
portant facts micrbt be brought out by a further analysis of the 
figures which we have not bad time to undertake, and we suggest, 
therefore, that the Government should request the Ministry of 
Economic Affairs to investigate more thoroughly, from the point 
of view of their general economic signi.fica,nce, the figures collected 
anc1 compiled. 

Method of Compiling Cost of Living Figures. 

In every country in which cost of living figures have been 
obtained the same method, as far as broad lines are con­
cerned, bas been followed. The method adopted is to ascertain 
the aveL·age reta,il prices for a numbel' of representative commodi­
ties for the dates to be compared and then to combine these 
retail prices in a single :figure representing the change in retail 
prices as a whole·. rl'his combination is not effected by a plain 
avera.ge, but the individual price changes are "weighted " accord­
ing to a comparison of the amounts spent on each of the 
commqdities concerned (e.g., a ·hange in the price of a commodity 
such as bread, must obviously be gi·ven more " weight " than 
a change in the price of such commodities as cheese or soap) and 
in order to determine the proper '' weight '' to attach to the retail 
price changes, representative family budgets are obtained showing 
the details of the actual expenditure of a large number of house­
holds. By combining these budgets it is possible to discover the 
relationship between the consumption of the variou items; for 
instance, 12s. may be spent on m@a.t for every 5s. 6d. spent on 
butter, and so on. The retail price changes ca.n then be 
''weighted '' according to the results given by the budgets and 
the final figure anived at by combining them on these lines. 

Stages of our Inquiry. 

Our inquiry can, therefore, be divided into four main stages : 

(A) 'rbe co11ection of retail prices for July, 1914, and
March and June, 1922.

(B) The collection aud analysis of representative family
budgets by means of which to determine the '' weight­
ing'' of tbe retail price changes.

(C) The combination of the retail price changes by means
of the " weights " so obtained into one final figure.

( D) The rei:;olts of applying different methods of "weight­
ing."
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(A) Collection of Retail Prices.

Vi.Te found that as regards articles of food much of the informa­
tion we required l1a.d alreaJ.y b0en collected by the Ministry of 
Economic Affairs who bad obtained returns for July, 1914, and 
MarnL, 1922, fronl 4.20 sources in towns of 500 persons and 
upwards ; and also that reta,il prices of a certain number of articles 
of food had been collected in 1914, in Ireland by the Labour 
Statistics Branch of the BoaTd of Trade. 

OL1r first task was, therefore, to collect returns of the rt>fo-il 
prices in Jnne, 1922, of all the commodities selected, and of the 
corresponding prices in July, 1914, and March, 1922, where tLese 
were not already at our disposal. 

Forms were accordingly drawn up on which this information 
could be collected and specimens of these forms are shown in the 
Appendix to the Report. /I

(1) Foocl, Clothing, Fuel and Light, and Suncl·ries.

These forms for food, clothing, fuel and light and sundries, 
were sent out for completion through the channels used by the 
Ministry for Economic A.ffair·s in its inquiry (vjz_ :-officials of the 
Post Office, of the Ministry of Labour, and of the Local Govern­
ment Board, and in the Six-County a.reru through other somces), 
and to the same towns as in that inquiry (viz. :- towns with 
popuhLtions of 500 and over). In the case of the la.rger towns 
more than one report wa.s asked for, graduating from two returns 
to twenty returns according to their population as shown in the 
Census of 1911. 

The following table summ1u:ises essential particulars regarding 
the forms:-

Form. 

Prices (Food) A 
Prices (Food, Fuol and Light 

and SWldries) B 2 
Prices (Meat) B 3 
Prices (Clothing) B 4 
Rents B 5 

Number 
Number of 
of Forms Towns 

dealt with. from which 

450 

43G 
434 
43G 

91 

received. 

250 

220 
227 
216 

71 

Returns 
collected 

by 

., l Post Office, Ministry 
I of Labour, and 

J 
Local Government 
Board Officials. 

Rate Collectors and 
Town Clerks. 

Jl 
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(2) Rents .-The forms for rents were issued through the Local
Government Board, and in the Six-County area through other 
sources, and filled in for the most paa:t by Rate Collectors in the 
several districts and towns in Ireland. They were askecl to 
state the rents in July, 1914, and in March, and June, 
1922, of about 20 houses in their districts showing the num­
ber of r-ooms and the Poor Law Valuation, the latter figures 
enabling us to ensure that the same classes of houses of wage 
earners were being compared. Enquiry was also made in con­
nection with the rents of tenements, and due allowance .wa,s mad 
for this in the final figmes. The rent figures include rates in 
every case. 

(3) Compilation of prices for individual com,modities.-T]ie next
step was to calculate from tbe,se returns the average retail prices 
of the individnal commodities selected, and this was clone as 
follows:-

One set of average retail prices was compiled from the returns 
of the Post Office officio ls, a.nd another from those of the other 
officin,ls, and a clivision of the forms was made .on this basis. 

The retail prices of food, etc. (on Forms A, B2 and B3), and of 
clothing (Form B4) were then separately ummarised in the two 
groups, viz.- those received from the Post Office officials and 
those recei·ved from the officials of the other Departments for 
July, 1914, and March and June, 1922. 

(4) Cornpilation of Rent Rlturns.

The rent returns were treated in precisely the same manner,
except that there was no clivision, since the returns were received 
through the Local Government Board only. 

On pages 7 and 8 is the list of average retai,J prices so com­
piled:-
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(5). LIST OF PRICES. 

THE FOLLOWING TABLE SHEWS RETAIL PRICES IN IRISH TOWNS 
OF 500 INHABITAN'fS AND UPWARDS ; AS AVERAGED FROM 
RETURNS COLLECTED BY OFFICF.RS OF THE POST OFFICE, 
J\.fINISTRY OF LABOUR AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD. 

FOOD. 

Beef .. . 
Mutton .. . 
Po1·k Chops 
Pork Sausages ... 
Bacon ... 
Butter, Irish 

Creamery. 
Butter, Irish Far. 

mers. 
Cheese ... ... 

per lb. 

" 

" 

" 

Margarine 1st grade ,, 
Margarine, 2nd ,, 
Lard ... ... ,, 
iVIilk, Fresh . . . per quart 
Condensed Milk, per lb. tin 

Irish. 
Condensed Milk, 

Imported. 
Eggs, 1st Grade .. . per dozen 
Bread .. . . .. per 21b. loaf 
Flour, household per 14 lb. 
Oatmeal ... 
Rice. ... . .. 
Potatoes, old .. . 
Tea, Best .. . 
Tea, Cheapest · .. . 

ugar, white granu-
lated. 

Jam ... 

per lb. 
per 14 lb. 

per lb. 

CLOTHING. 

WOJ\IEN'S. 

Light Coats 
Heavy Coats 
Costumes .. . 
Blouses .. . 
Skirts .. . 
Stockings .. . 
Combinations 
Corsets ... 
Underskirts 
Chemises .. . 
Boots .. . 

Mid July, 
1914. 

cl. 

8·0 
8·6 
8·9 
S·7 
9·2 

13·9 

12·6 

9·8 
7·6 
6·2 
7·1 
2·5 
6·8 

7·2 

9·6 
3·2 

19·8 
21·1 

2·8 
5•5 

30·3 
18·1 

2·2 

6·6 

s. d. 

28 10 
30 10 
44 2 

5 3 
8. l 
1 4 
5 8 
4 2 
4 1 
2 5 

11 2 

d. 

7·8 

g 
12·8 

10· 6 

9·8 
7·7 
6·1 
7·3 
2·6 
5·6 

6·2 

ll·2 
3·0 

22·1 
23·7 

2·7 
7·3 

30·5 
18·3 
2•1 

6·7 

s. cl.

25 7 
31 7 
41 7 

4 8, 
5 10 
1 5 
5 0 
3 8 
3 2 
2 5 
8 7 

Mid March, 
1922. 

P.O. 

d. I
13· 

5 I 16·0 
17·5 
16·8 
19·7 
23·9 

24·4 

17·8 
11·7 
9· l 

13·6 
6·8 

13·1 

13·8 

19·5 
5•8 

36·6 
38·1 

5·8 
12·8 
44·2 
31·4 

5·9 

16·2 

s. d. 

53 0 
58 2 
79 9 
10 3 
14 7 
3 0 

11 l 
8 2 
7 8 
4 10 

22 9 

M.L. 
and 
L.G. 

d. 

13·4 
15·5 
17·7 
16·4 
17·9 
22·3 

20·0 

17·0 
12·1 

9·6 
ll·5 
6·4 

12·8 

13·4 

19·2 
5·6 

33·3 
41 · 6 

5·6 
13·7 
45·4 
29·1 

5·8 

16•3 

s. d. 

47 0 
57 11 
77 11 

9 5 
11 2 
2 9 

10 0 
6 10 
5 10 
4 6 

16 0 

Mid Jm1e, 
1922. 

I 

P.O. 

d. 

13·4 
16·0 
20·1 
16·3 
20·7 
23·2 

19·9 

17·4 
11·8 
8·8 

12·0 
5·4 

11·9 

12·8 

19·0 
5·6 

35·7 
41·1 

5·5 
16•_6 
42· 6 
27·1 

5•9 

15·4 

I s. d. 

51 8 
56 5 
77 7 

9 9 
13 7 

2 9 
10 8 

7 10 
7 4 
4 9 

21 11 

[ M.L. 
I and 

L.G. 
I -1,._ 

d. 

13·2 
15·5 
20·0 
16·1 
19·0 
22·6 

18•9 

16·8 
11·2 
8·4 

11· 6 
4·9 

11· 6 

11·8 

17·3 
5·6 

35·8 
41·3 

5·4 
16·5 
42· 7 
26·4 
6·0 

15·5 

s. d. 

46 0 
56 4 
76 4 

9 1 , 
10 10 
2 8 
9 9 
6 8 
5 9 
4 4 

15 9 
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RP.TAIL PnroEs-continued. 

CLOTH.ING-continued. 

I GIRLS (OVER 6). 

Coats I 
... ... . . .

Dresses .. . ... ... 

Stoclcings ... . . . ... 

Combinations ... .. .

I Stays ... ... ... 
Petticoats . . . ... 
Chemises ... . . . . . . 
Boots . . . . .. .. . 

I 

MEN'S. 

Overcoats (Reaclymacle) ... 
Overcoats (Tailormacle) ... 
Suits (Reaclymade) ... . . .

Suits (Tailormade) ... .. . 

'frousers (Readymade) ... 
Trousers (Tailormade) ... 

, i11glets ... ... .. . I Drawers ... . .. . .. 
Shirts ... ... . . . I 
Socks ... ... ...

Boots ... . . . ... 

i
BOYS (OVER 6). I 

Overcoats ... ... 

ISuits ... . . . ... 
, birts ... .. . ... 
Stockings ... ... . . .
Boots . . . ... . .. 

OTHER COMM:ODITIES. 

Coal ... per 112 lb. 
Turf ... 

Gas for Lighting per 1:000 c. ft.
Gas for Cooking " 
Electricity for per unit 

Lighting. 
Electricity for " 

Cook.mg. 
Canclles ... per lb. 
Paraffin Oil . . . per gallon 
Soap (Household) per lb. 

1 Pipe Tobacco ... per 2 ozs.-
Cigarettes . . . per pkt. of 10 j 

.Mid July,
Hll4 

P.O. 

s. d.

14 1
13 11 
1 4 
4 5 

2 9
2 7 
2 l 

8 4 

34 3
53 6
31 5
58 10 
8 6

15 7 
3 6
3 9
3 8
1 2 

12 5 

16 8
15 9
2 1 
1 3 
8 9 

d. 
17·4 
13·7
50· 6
49·1 
5·3 

3·0 

3·5
8·3
3·6
7·0 
3·0 

i\LL.
and 
L.G. 

s. d. 

11 8
9 7
l 2
3 10
2 5
2 2 
l 11 
7 9

33 7
48 10 
35 0
54 5
8 l 

13 9 

2 8
2 10 
3 l
1 2 

11 11 

14 11 
15 7
2 0
1 4 
7 8 

d. 
17·1
11·1
51·5
48·7
5·3

2·4 

3·8
8·9
3·6
7·0 
3·0 

Mid March,
1922. 

P.O. 

s. d.

25 9
27 3
2 8
8 0 
5 10 : 

1
: 

I 16 6

69 1
100 11
67 9

119 6
17 0
32 2
7 5
7 7 
7 2 
2 5 

24 6 

I

::!3 1
31 7
4 2 
2 6 

16 9 

d. 
38·9
29·9

101· 9 
101·7
10·4

I 
5·7 

7·1 
20·4
7·8

17·0 
6·0 

M.L.
and 
L.G. 

s. cl.

21 0
17 7
2 2
6 9
4 9
4 1
3 3

14 2 

64 3
93 3
70 0

113 10
15 5
29 8

5 2
5 3
6 5
2 3 

23 3 

29 0
31 l 
3 9
2 7 

13 11 

d. 
37·0
26·2
98·9
97·1
0·7

5·0 

6·8
19·9
7·3

17·0 
6·0 

I 
I 

l 

Mid June,
l 922. 

P.O. 

s. cl.

25 1
26 3
2 5
7 9
5 6
4 8 
3 7

15 10

66 5
98 7 
66 2 

116 4
16 6
31 7 
7 0
7 2
6 11 
2 3 

23 9 

32 1
30 5
3 11 
2 3 

]6 0 

d. 
37·2
30·1 

101·0
101·1 
10· 3

5·7 

6·5
19·8 
7·4

17·0 
6·0 

i\l. L.
and 
L.G. 

s. cl.

20 9
17 3 
2 1
6 8
4 8
4 0
3 2

14 0 

63 4 
91 8
68 6

112 7
15 0
29 0

5 0 
5 2 
6 4
2 2

22 9

27 9 
30 0 
3 8
2 6 

13 6 

d. 
35·0
25·1
98·2
96·6
9·4

5·0 

6·3
19·9
6·9

17·0 
6·0 
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11HE FoLLOWl.NG 'l1ABLH chows Retail Prices in March and June, 
1922, in respect of certain Commodities for wliich corres­
ponding prices in 1914 were not collected. 

Butter (Irish Factory) 
R,ice (Rangoon) ... 
Rice (Java) 
Jam (Strawberry) 
l!1:esh Pork (Shoulders) 
Fish:-

Red Heuings 
l<'resh Henings 
Cod Steak 

Tea (Quality most used by 

I 

per lb. 

,, 

per elm,:. 

per'ib. 

Mid-March, 1922. I 

M.L. I
P.O. and 

L.G. 

d. d. 
21·9 21· l 

4· l 4·0 
6· l 5·9 

15· 7 15· !J 
16·8 17·2 

22·1 20·0 
26· l 25·3 
14·4 14·7 

J\1id-Jm1e, 1922 

M.L.

P.O. and 

L.G.

d. d. 
22·0 20·6 

3·9 3·8 
5·9 5·6 

15· 2 15·2 
17·4 17·4 

22·1 20· l 
25·6 23·7 
13·8 13·8 

workingclasses) ,, ,,-36·1 35·0 I 33·4 32·1 
Cabbage perhe/f 3·6 3·7, 3·4 3·1 

The above prices, which were used as far as possible in con­
junction with other figures to arrive at tbe correct increases 
between July, 1914, and March and June, 1922, in respect of 
commodities, less specifica-lly described in the returns for 1914 
(e.g., Butter, Rice, Jam), will also be of value in the futme as an 
additional basis from which to calculate the change in the cost 
of' living. 

NOTES ON RETAIL PRICES. 

(a) ( 'ollectio1t of Figures for HJH.

There are obvious diff:iclll ties in tbe collection of figures £or 
1914 after so long a lapse of time, and the accuracy of the·se 
figures may possibly be questioned. 

Despite the eight years' interval, however, we believe these 
prices to be reasonably accurate. The corupileTS of the returns 
were asked to get figures in every case from the actual books 
kept by the shopkeepers ; and. the food prices collected by 
us 3,1·a in substant-ial agreement with those collected by the 
Board of Tra<le in 1914. 'fhe latter are, as a matter of fact, 
slightly higher than those collected by us, so that if they were to 
be used in preference to our figmes the resultant percentage in­
crease would be sl�ghtly lower than on the figmes which we have 
accepted. 

(b) Co111parisun Restricted to Strictly ()omvarablc Articles.

A point to be noted is that in comparing prices at different
dates it is essential U1at articles of different qua.lity should not 
be compared; milk, for instance, is a simple commodity and is 
always eomparable with milk, but beef is a variable commodity 
inasmuch as sirloin beef is not strictly comparable with 
shin beef; consequently special :figures showing the relative con-
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sumption and average prices of the different parts of beef, mutton 
and bacon were obtained on Form B3 (see ppendix), and in 
these cases the prices as returned for each description of meat 
are separately weighted by the ruverage quantities purchased in 
order to arrive at the ultimate average prices for " beef," 
" mutton," etc. 

As regards all other articles, it wiU be seen from the instnw­
tions on the forms that pains were taken to explain that prices 
must only be returned for strictly comparable articles. 

(c) 1lccuracy of Rent Figures.

A point likely to give rise to criticism is the low percentage
increase shown for rent. This figure is, however, the result of 
comparing the actual returns sent us by the Town Clerks and 
Rate Collectors, who gave the actual name of the street and the 
actual number of each house, and on the closest investigation we 
have no reason to doubt the accuracy of their figures. The average 
weekly rents (including rates) aippearing from those returns 
are:-

July, 1914 
March, 1922 
June, 1922 

Average Weekly Rent (including Rates). 
4s. Od. 
5s. 2d. 

5s. 2d. 

(rl) Co,npa.rison of Figures received froni Post Office and other 
Sources. 

It will have been noted from the Table of Retail Prices given 
above that on tbe whole there is comparatively little difference 
between the sets of fignres compiled by the Post Office officials 
and those compiled by the Ministry of Labour and Local Govern­
ment Board officia.Is, though the Post Office figures tend to give 
a somewhat higher average increa,se of prices. This is brought 
out by the following· table of the ratios of retail prices for the 
main groups of commodities for the three dates :-

Food Clothing Rent (C) Fuel and Light Sundries ... 

I Mid-July, 1914. 
I 

l\fid-Ma.rch, 1022., l\fid-J�e, 1922.
A 52·4 52·7 78·9 46·6 50·5 

B i A I B 54'6 1 104•8 I 102•8 52·9 103·9 101·7 78·9 100·41100·4 48·1 104·8 104·4 51·9 103·2 103·1 

A 100 100 100 100 100 

B 100 100 100 100 100 
The figmes A result from the returns from the Post Office. 
The figures B result from the returns from other Departments. 
The figures C were obtarned from only one Depa,rtment--:-the 

Local Government Board. 
(In case the rnea.n�ng of tliis table is not at once clear, it may 

be explained thnit the first line, for instance, means that for 100s. 
expended on food by the wage-earning households in June, 1922, 
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exactly the same quantities and exactly the same foods could, 
according to the Post Office officials' returns, be purchased in 
Marca, 1922, for 104.Ss., and in July, 1914, for 52.4s. a.nd accord­
ing to the other return.;; for 102.8s. and 54.Gs. respectively; and 
so on with tbe other items). 

The near aigreement of these figures is a strong proof of their 
essential accuracy. We ultimately decided to take the average 
between the two sets of .figures as representing the nearest ap­
pr,oach to the truth at which we could arrive. 

(B) The Collection of Household Budgets.

(1) Representative Budaets.

The second stage of our enquiry was to obtain representative
household budgets, from which to compile the "weights" by 
which the individual price change,!! might be combined into a 
single final figure. /

For this purpose a special Fonµ was drafted (]form B6, a copy 
of which appears in the Appendix) and some 5,000 of these 
forms were despatched to N ationaJ. School teachers in every school 
in the country, accompanied by detailed instructions (of which 
there is a copy in the Appendi1<) of the method in which they 
were to be completed. 

Notwithstanding the difficulties of the time when these budgets 
were called for, and the fact that ai number of forms were held 
up and perhaps lost in the post, we were able to use 308 completed 
budgets of wage-earning households, received from 112 towns. 
This number was quite sufficient for our purpose. These budgets 
were excellently filled in, and, apart from the fad that such a 
number is in itself a fa-ir guarantee of the statistical results 
obtained, we are satisfied for reasons given below of the substantial 
a,ccuracy of the budgets. 
(2) iVide Scope of Budgets.

The budgets received were from a very vaa.ied class of house­
holds, and as will be seen from the following list, embraced the 
principal industrial occupations. Labomers, Fishermen, Mes­
sengers, Servants, Pilots, Barmen, Carpenters, Boatmen, Build­
ing Contra;ctors, Motor Boat Drivers, Plasterers, Ship Inspector, 
Stone Masons, Marine Engineer, Bricklayer, Mill-hands, Yacht­
man, Caretakers, Tailors, Post Office Workers, Housekeepers, 
Tailoresses, Gardeners, He.rds, Dress-makers, Shop Assistants, 
Fairm tewards, Shoemakers, Charw�men, Dairyman, Cottage 
Industries, Laundresses, Egg Packer, :Milliners, Washerwomen, 
Fowl Plucker, Shi.rtmaker, Hairdresser, Wool Sorter, Spinners, 

mitbs, Woodcutters, Embroidery .. Workers, Fitters, Sawyers, 
Hosiers, Boiler-makers, Wood-tmnBrs, Stitchers, Engineers, 
Body-makers, Knitters, Plumbers, Golf Cac1dies, Lace-makers, 
Machinists, Pointers, Roa,d Engine Drivers, Crane-driver, Paper 
Maker, Motor. Mechanics, Collier, Sextons, Car Drivers, Brass­
finisber, Butchers, Ca.rters, Bakers, Dealer, Chauffeur, Millers, 



12 

Electricia.n, Tram Driver, Confectioner, Watchmaker, Railway 
Workers, Painters and Saddlers, etc. 

(3) Compilation ()_f Bu.dgets.

'rwo methods of compiling the budgets were followed :­
_\ simple addition was made of the particulars of the expenditure 
on each item separately recorded on each of the budgets. These 
particula,rs consisted of the expenditure on food, stmdries, antl 
rent for one week in June, 1922; the particulars of yearly expen­
diture on items of clothing, fuel and light were reduced to a 
weekly avera.ge by dividing by 52, before adding. The resulting 
tota,ls gave the present average weekly expenditure on each article, 
and consequently the provortion which the expenditure on each 
article bears to the total expenditure of the average wage-earning 
household. 

A more complex method of compilation was also adopted which 
should lead to an even more accurate result. 

It was found by a.nalysis of the Census figures that the pro­
portion of children under 14 to adults (persons over 14) is ap­
proximately as 2 to 5, and an adjustment was ma<le to bring the 
buclgetR into conformity v. ith this proportion in order that they 
might trnly represent tl1e actual proport�ons of the population of 
the country, the assumption being that the percentage rise in the 
price of a;rticles mainly consumed by children might be higher or 
lower than the rise in the prices of articles mainly consumed by 
persons over 14. 

The budgets were accordingly classified into three groups, 
viz. :-" S" or simple households, consisting of not more than 
two persons over 14 years, and with one or more chilclren under 
14 years; " C " or complex households, consisting of more than 
two persons over 14 years, and with one or more chilclren under 
14 years; and "A " or adult households, in which there were 
not any persons under 14 years. 

It was necessary to multiply the "A" group by 3, in order 
to briug the prnportiona.te number of adults and children in the 
bL1dgetE; with which we were dealing into conformity with the 
national proportion (5 t-0 2). The figmes for the three groups 
having been totalled separately, those obtained for the '' A '' 
group were weighted accordingly. 

It was found, however, that the difference between the 
"we1o·bts" obtained by the first and by the second method were 
so srnaU as to be quite negligible, as is shown by the following 
tables:-

PERCE "!'AGE INCREASES FRO}I JULY, 1914, TO MARCH, 1922, AS 
SHOWN BY TH.E A'PllLIOATION OF POST OFFICE PRICES. 

Budget * Fuel Total 
Food. Clothing. Rent. and Sundries. for. all 

Grouping. Light. Items. 

S+C+A 99·8 97·1 27·3 120·6 104·2 95·5 

S+C+3A 99·9 97·3 27·3 124·9 104· l 95·7 

*Figures obtained for Local Government Board only. 
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PERCENTAGE INCREASES FROM JULY, 1914, TO MARCH, 1922, AS
SHOW,N BY 'l'HE APPLICATION OF MINISTRY OF LABOUR AND
MINISTRY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT PRICES. 

Budget * Fuel 
Sm1dries. I 

Total 
Food. Clothing. Rent. and for all 

Grouping. Light. 
! 

Items. 

s+c+A I 88·2 I 91·4 27·3 I 116· 8 I 97·0 I 86·9 
s+c+3A 88·3 92·0 27·3 117·2 96·9 87·0 

*Figures obtained for Local Government Board only. 

It may be mentioned here that if weights are obtained. for the
"S" group of households only, i.e., for an average of two adults,
and 3.5 children, the finrul increase in the cost of living figures
would be 91.2 for March, 1922, and 84.6 for June, 1922, i.e.,
practically identical with the figures obtained by '' weighting '' in
accordance with all the budgets. 

/ 
(4) Table of Weights. ·

The following Table shows the actua.l Irish '' weights,'' re­
presenting the proportionate expenditure by the average wage­
earning household on the various commodities, as compiled from
the budgets received. 

The actual Irish weights or proportions of expenditure on each
item are as follow:-

Total expenditure 100 Food 57·05 

Beef 
Mutton 
Fresh Pork 
Sausages, Black Puddings, 
Bacon, Pigs' Heads, etc. 
Fresh Fish 
Cured or Tinned Fish 
Butter 
Cheese 
Margarine ... 
Lard 
Fresh Milk 
Condensed Milk 
Eggs 
Bread 

etc. 

5·18 
2·94 

· 63 
·82 

5·23 
· 61 
·16 

6·91 
·26 
·18 
·25 

4·56 
·09 

3·44 
6·37 

CLOTillliG 

}!,'omen's:­

Coats 
Hats 
Costumes 
Blouses, etc. 
Skirts 
Stockings 
Combinations 
Corsets ... 
Underskirts 
Chemises 
Boots and Shoes ... 
Other Clothing 

· 69 
·37 

1·09 
·39 
· 21 
·24 
·15 
·19 
·18 
·19 
·92 
·27 

Flour 3·70 
Oatmeal, etc. . · 97 
Rice, Sago, etc. · · 45 
Potatoes 3· 16 
Other Vegetables l · 33 
Tea 3·80 
Sugar 3·24 
Jam 1·12 
Other Food · 95 
Meals eaten at, Shops, Hotels, 
*· ·W

Total Food 

... 17· 48 

Girl's (over 6) :­

Coats 
Hats 
Dresses 
Stockings 
Combinations 
Stays 
Petticoats 
Chemises 
Boots and Shoes ... 
Other Clothing 

... 57·05 

C 

·50 
·23 
· 69 
·20 
·13 
·11 
· 15. 
·13 
·71 
·19 

-



.Men'a :-

Overcoats 
Suits 
Hats 
Singlets 
Drawers 
Shirts 
Socks 
Boots and Shoes ... 
Other Clothing 

Coal 
Turf 
Firewood 
Gas for Lighting 

14 

CLOTJllNG-continued. 

·83

2· 60
·38

· 30

·30

· 55 
·32

1·33

·34

Rent 

Fuel and Light 

Boy'a (over 6) :-
Overcoats 
Suits 
Caps 
Shirts 
Stockings 
Boots and Shoes ... 
Other Clothing 

Ohilc'/Jren (under 6) :-
Clothes, Boots, etc. 

'J'otal Clothing 

5·41 

7·04 

Electricity for Cooking 
Candles 
Paraffin Oil 
Other Fuel and Light 

. .. 

·27
·83 
·07

17
· 12
·56
·13

·45

17·48 

·33
· 67
·05

Gas for Cooking, etc. 
Electricity for lighting 

3·14 
1·79 
·34
·40
·29
·03 Total Fuel and Light 7·04 

Soap 
Pipe Tobacco 
Cigarettes ... 

Sundries 13·02 

l · 12 Other Sundries 
2·11 
l · 38 Total Sm1dries 

Total Expenditure . .. 100 · 0

NOTES ON TREl BUDGETS. 

(a) Relia.bility of Budgets. Tests. 

... 8·41 

... 13·02 

As a test of the reliability of the budget returns several sets were 
taken at random and were arranged in two groups having a 
common factor of approximately equal numbers of persons and 
equal tota.l income. It was found on addition that the pro­
portion of total expenditure spent on each description 0£ food, 
clothing, etc., was approximately the same in each family and 
income group. Thus we treated the first 30 budgets from house­
holds with small and large incomes in this manner, dividing them 
o that each lot 0£ 15 would have about the same number 0£

persons and tbe same income. The selection was made without
any reference whatever to expenditure, and the following were
the results :-

Food 
Clothing 
Rent 

PERCEK'l'AOE EXPENDITURE. 

1st Lot 
of 15.

54.3 
20.9 

Fuel ancl Light ... 
Sundries 

6.6 

6.7 

11.5 

Total 100 

2nd Lot 
of 15.

53.2 
20.3 
6.7 

6.7 

13.1 

100 
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NUMBERS IN THE HOUSEHOLD. 

Under 4 
4 to 13 
14 and over 

'rotal, 

'rotal Weekly Incomes ... 

8 3 

30 31 
57 59 

95 93 

1597s. 1543s. 

The Household Budgets in the "S " Group were separately 
tested ancl the following restilts were obtained :-

INCOME OF HOUSEHOLD . 

Uncle/ . £3 £4 £5 £6 
£3 

I upwards 
Proportion of Expenditure 

under each of the following 
sub-divisions:-

Food ... ... ... 61·1 60·4 56·3 48·0 41·4 

Clothing . .. ... 15·7 13·7 19·3 19·4 17·7 

Rent ... ... ... 5·3 6·6 5·0 8·8 12·4 
Fuel and Light ... 8·7 7·6 7·3 8·1 9·0 

Sundries. ... ... 9·2 11·7 12·1 15·7 19·5 

Total ... ... 100 100 100 100 100 

This test showed that the budgets we used conformed with 
common experience, and 1s, therefore, evidence of their reli­
ab:i,lity. 

(b) Comparison of English and Irish Weights.

The weights used in England in compiling the British index
figure were comp:i,led from budgets collected as long ago as 1904. · 
These show a pre-war standard of living allld the final index figure 
shows the percentage increase in expenditure necessary to main­
tain that precise standard of living absolutely unchanged at the 
present day. 

We were not in possession of amy Irish figures by which the 
pre-war standard of living could be accurately measured, and it 
was accordingly necessary for us to obtain budgets showing the 
present standard of living. Our final index figure therefore shows 
the percentage increase in expenditure which would ha,ve been 
necessary to maintain the present standard of living absolutely 
unchanged from July, 1914, to the present day. 

It bas been seen that according to the figures compi·led by us, 
57 .ls. out of every 100s. ·is spent on food in Irish wage-earning 
class households; 17 .5s. on clothi11g, and so on, a,ncl it is of interest 
to compare these '' weights '' with the corresponding figures 
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calculated by the English 1finistry of Labour from the " United 
Kingdom" Budgets of 1904, which relate to the pre-war " United 
Kingdom'' Standard of_ Living and which are still in use in 
England. 

The following table shows the proportion of each 100s. spent by 
Wage-Earning Class Households which is spent on (1) Food, (2) 
Clothing, (3) Rent, (4) Fuel and Light, a,nd (5) Sundries :-

IN IRELAND. IN "UNITED KINGDOM." 

� June, I In J�y, I ;:July, 
Class of Commodity. 1922, I 1914, In July, 1922, 

(1) Food . . .

(2) Clothing 
(3) Rent ...

as calculated as calculated 
from the I from tl1e 

Committee's previous 
I Budgets. column by 

price changes! 

A. B. 

57·1 56·2 
17·5 17·0 

5·4 7·9 

1914, as calculated 
as calculated from 1904 

from 1904 Budgets 
Budgets. by 

price changes. 

C. D. 

60 58·6 
12 15·6 
16 13·3 

(4) Fuel and Light 7·0 6·6 8 8·3 
{ 5) Sundries 13·0 12·3 4 4·2 

Total ··· I 100·0 100·0 100 100·0 

It should be explained that the method of arriving at Columns 
Band Dis as follows:-

The amounts of the various commodities consumed, as shown 
in the table compiled from the budgets, are left unchanged, but 
the prices aa:e altered according to the prices ruling at the date 
under consideration, -i.e., Column B shows the proportion of 
expenditure in 1914 on the various cla-sses of commodities ha,d the 
1914 standard been precisely the same as the present day stan­
dard. 

(C) Compilation of th.e Fin�l Figure.

We were now in possession of the retail prices of the individtrn-1 
commodities at the different dates, and of the weigMs o):>tainecl 
from the surnmarisation of the household budgets, and these 
prices and weights for the main groups of articles are set out in 
tbe ubjoined table :-

Mid-July, 1914.1 Mid-March, 1922. I Irish 
Mid-June, Weights 

1922. (sea.last 
par.). 

A. B. A. B. A. B. 

Food 52·4 54·6 104· 102· 100 100 57·1 
Clothing 52· 7 52·9 103·9 101·7 100 100 17·5 
Rent (C) 78·9 78·9 100·4 100·4 100 100 5·4 
Fuel and Light 46·6 48·1 104· 8 104·4 100 100 7·0 
Sundries 50·5 51·9 103-2 I 103·1 100 100 13·0 
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The figures A result from the returns from the Post Office. 
B ,, ,, ,, other Departments. 

, , C were obtained from only one Department-the Local 
Government Board. 

It now only remained for us to compile the finaJl figure. 
This was ascertained by multiplying the ratio pric�s of the 

various commodi_ties by the '' weights '' appropriate to those 
commodities (i.e., by multiplying the figures in the first six 
columns of the table above by the figures in the final column). 

'.J:1he following table gives the result so obtained :-

I Mid-July, 1914.1 Mid-March, 1922.1 Mid-June, 1922. 

A. B. A. B. A. B. 

Food . . . . . . 2992·0 3117·7 5984·1 5869· 9 5710·0 5710·0 
Clothing . . . . . . 922·3 925·7 1818·2 1779·7 1750·0 1750·0 
R,ent (C) . . .  . . . 426·1 426· l .542· 2 542·2 540·0 540·0 
l!,uel and Light . . . 326·2 336·7 I no-8 730· 8 700·0 700·0 
Sundries .. . . . . 657·0 674· '1/ 1341·6 1327·3 1300·0 1300·0 

Total . . . 5323·6 5480· 9 110416· 9 110249· 9 10000·0 10000·0 

Then, taking the prices in July, 1914, as the standard and re­
presenting them by the figure of 100 we get the final percentage 
table. 

Mid. Mid. 

l::· July, 1914 March, 1922. 1922

As Per Cent. of 

• �., IA B B A B 

July, 1914. 100 100 187·0 187·8 182·5 

The following table shows the percentage changes so obtained 
for the main groups of commodities :-

March 1922 over June 1922 over 
July 1914. July 1914. 

A B A B 

Food . . . . .. . . . 99·9 88·3 90·8 83·2 

Clothing ... . . . . . . 97·3 92·0 89·9 88·7 

Rent (C) . . . ... 27·3 27·3 26·8 26·8 

Fuel and Light . . . . . . 124·9 117·2 114· 6 108·0 

Sundries ... . .. . .. 104· l 96·9 97·8 92·8 

ALL ITEMS . . . . . .

I 
95·7 87·0 I 87·8 I 82·5 

The figures in column marked " A " as before were obtained 
from the prices collected by Post Office officials� and those marked 
'' B '' from prices collected by offi.cia.ls of the Ministry of Lrubour 
and Local Government Board. 
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.By taking the mean of · ' A '' and '' B '' for March and for 
June, 1922, the final figure� si1owing the increases in the Cost of 
Living are obtained :-

Mid-Marnh, 1922, 
over July, 1914.· 

91 ·4 per cent. 

Mid-June, 1922, 
over July, 1914. 
85·2 per cent. 

and these are the final figures which we recomme.nd the Government 
to adopt. 

NOTES ON THE COMPILATION. 

(a) Comparison of Post Office, M·inistry of Labour and Local
Government Board Figures. 

The close similarity between the figmes supplied by the various 
Departments can perhaps be most clearly seen in a different 
tabular form. 

For every 100 shillings spent by wage-earning classes in July, 
1914, the following would be the corresponding aanotmts (as 
shown by the different returns) which would have to be spent in 
order to maintain the same standard of living in March and J tme, 
1922. 

Ministry of J Mean of Deviation I Deviation 
Post Labour and 1 coltunns of (a) and as a per-

Office. Ministry of (a) a,nd (b) from centage of 
Local Govt. (b). the mean. colnmn(c) 

(a) (b) (c) 

March, 
1922 195·7 187·0 191·35 4·35 2·3 

June, 
1922 187·8 182· 5 185·15 2·65 1·4 

The la t column shows tliat in general the difference between 
Post Office, Ministry of Labour and Ministry of Local Govern­
ment was 2.3 per cent. of the mean for prices returned for Maa:ch, 
1922, and 1.4 per cent. of the mean for prices returned for June, 
19�2-surely a small difference considering the instability of 
pnces. 

(b) Sunclries.

A point of some importance is the following:-
In the British budgets only items of which the price changes

could be accurately mea-sured are understood to have been in­
clud0d. 

In our Summary ali "Sundries" shown in the budgets a.re 
included. But as the price change of only about one-third of 
them could be directly measured it was assumed that the change 
in the level of the prices of tbe remaining sundries vaiied in the 
sa.me proportion as the change in the other four groups combined. 
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(D) Results of Different Weighting.

Calculations were also wu<le whereby a final figure could be 
arrivetl at by different methods, and the following table shows 
results obtained :-

PERCENTAGE lNCitEASES ARISING BY USING BRITISH WEIGHTS. 

DIFFERENT METHODS. 

(a) By applying British Weights in 1014 
to the Committee's Irish Prices of all 
commodities in 1914 and 1922 the per­
centage increase in the Cost of Lj.ving 
would be ... ... ... J ...

(b) Taking Irish Prices for Food in /014 as 
collected by the British Board of Trade, 
but the Committee's Prices for all other 
commodities in 1914 and all commodities 
in 1922 the increase would be ... 

(c) Taking British '.Prices for food in the" United 
Kingdom" in 1914, but the Committees 
Prices for all other commodities in 1914 
and all commodities in 1922 the increase 
would be 

Prices obtained entirely on Irish weights 
and prices, and recommended for adoption 
are 

Percentage Increase 
in Cost of Living 

in Ireland. 

July 1914 
to 

March 1922 

84·8 

76·6 

72·1 

91·4 

.July 1914 
to 

June 1922. 

80·2 

71·0 

67·3 

85·2 

As regards this table H should, however, be pointed out that 
the commodities selected by us are not in all respects identical 
with those selected by the British authorities and that the appli­
cation Qf the weights, although bro81dly speaking correct, could 
not be accurate in every deta.il. 

It only remains for us to express our gratitude for all the assists 
. ance given to us by the offtcials of the DepD,rtments ah-eady 
mentioned and by the staff assisting in the actual compilation. 
Our thanks are especially due to Mr. C. J. Barry, of the Depart­
ment of Agriculture and Technical Instruction and to the National 
School teachers who hu-nished such excellent budgets. 

(Signed) JaHN HooPER, Chairman. 

4th August, 192.2.. 

T. K BEWLEY. 

-c. mac 51ottA f.}A'OM15. 

STANLEY LYON. 
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APPENDIX. 

Form A. 

DIRECTIONS. 

I. All pr·ices should be quoted in pence, and should be cash prices ar 

the shop (not delivered). 

2. Please note the quantity mentioned in the £ir$t column in each case, 

and let your figures conespond. 

3. If actual prices paid for any item are not available--leave space 

blank. Do not estima-te.

4. The figures quoted for the month of March, 1922, should be those 

prevailing on the date on which yo:u fill up the form. 

5. In the column headed " Observations," please ftu·nish any particulars 

concerning the retail prices of food in yorn- district, which, :in your opinion 

are worthy of observation. 

6. Fill -in on the back page of -the form particulars of the som·ces from 

which information as to the prices of the commodity has been obtained, 

for example :-

COMMODITY. 

Butter 

_Eggs 

Eggs 

SOUROE. 

John Macken, Main Street 

Personal knowledge 

Mrs. O'Kane, Dublin Road 

NATURE. 

Large Shop-Day Book 

Direct Country supply 

Household Pass Book . 

7. The figU1·es representing the majority of the sales are the figures 
l'equi1·ed. Exceptional prices are of no value. 

8. In every case you should check your informat.ion, whether given 

of your knowledge or after investigation by enquiry from more than one 
source. 
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APPENDIX. 

Form A-CONTINUED. 

RETAIL PRICES OF CERTAIN FOOD COMMODITIES IN .................... . 
AT UNDERMENTIONED DATES. (City, 'l'own, or District). 

COMMODITY. 

Beef (Irish}. 
per lb. 

1913 

Jan. I Aprill July I Oct. 

1914 1922 

Feb. I July Feb. I Mar. 

Best cuts 
Second parts 
Rough meat ,, ............................ ······ · ............. . 

Mutton (Irish). 
Best cuts 
Second parts 
Rough meat_ 

Bacon. 
Smoked (piece) 

,, (rashers) 
Unsmoked (piece) 

,, (rashers) ,, 
Shoulder (piece} 

,, (rashers) 
American (piece} 

(rashers) 

Fresh Pork. 
Chops 
Steaks 
Puddings 

Sausages. 
Beef 
Pork 
"Lhnerick" 

Lard 

Dripping 

Butter. 
Irish Creamery ... 
Irish farmer's 
New Zealand 
Danish 

l\ifargarine. 
First Grade 
Second Grade 
Third Grade 

Cheese (give brand 
other description). 

Eggs. 

" 

or 

per doz ....... . First Grade 
Second Grade 
Third Grade 
Third Grade ...... ,, 

.............. V.� .......... . 

....... ...... I ....... ...... . 

Observa. 
tions. 



COMMODITY. 

Milk. 
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APPENDIX. 

Form A-cO)i'£INUED. 

1913 

Jan. I Aprill July I Oct. 

1914 1922 

Feb. I July Feb. I Mar. 
Observ(L· 

tions. 

Fresh 
Buttermilk 
Skim MilJ, 

per quart .............. .............. .................... . ..................... . 

Tinned .MjJk. 
Irish (give size of tin) 
Imported ,, 

B1·ead (per 2-lb. Loaf) 

Flom·. 
Household per stone 
Household per sack of 

......... stones. 
Be t American per sack 

of. ......... stones. 

i\Ioal. 

Oaten 
Oaten 
Wheaten 
Indian 

Rice 

Potatoes 

per stone 
per stone 

... perlb ....... . 

per stone ...... . 

Sugar, White grnnu-
lated ... per lb ........ ....... ....... ....... .................................. · ...... . 

Tea. 
Best quality 

Chea.pest quality 

Coffee, Ground 

Cocoa. 
Shell 
Tinned ,, 

Jam, !rjsh (give name of 
kind in most demand). 

-----------·--·--- -- --- ---- -

Please add any info1·mation 
available as to prices of 
the following commocli­
ties, giving descrjption of 
each item:-

Fish 
Vegetables 
Poultry 
Fruit 

I 

S•ignat·wre ........................................................ .
Date ................................... . 
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APPENDIX. 

Form A-CONTINUED 

PAJITJCULARS OE SOURCES from which infol'mation has been obtained:-

COMl\IODITY. 

Beef 

l\lutton 

Bacon 

Fresh Pork 

, a.usages 

Lru·d 

Dripping 

Butter 

Margaa:ine 

Cheese 

.Eggs 

i\I.ilk 

'.l.'inned Milk 

Bread 

Flow· 

Meal 

Rice 

Potatoes 

Sugar 

'.!.'ea 

Coffee 

Cocoa 

Jam 

Fish 

Vegetables 

Poultry 

SoUl!.CE. NATURE. 

:::::::::::::::::7�::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

........................................ .................................... 
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APPENDIX. 

Form B 1. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILLI.r GIN SPECIAL FORMR 

FOR RETAIL PRICES. 

(1) The necessary inquiries fo1· filling up these forms should be made

immediately. 

(2) The returns duly completed should be posted so as to reach this

Office not later than Thursday, 22nd .Jime. Please do your utmost to post 

them as early as possible. 

(3) Get the information from the shops most frequented by the wage­

earning classes. 'Prices representing the kind, quality, etc., on which 

these classes spend most money are the prices required. 

( 4) Please note the quantity for· which the prices of each commodity

are to be quoted. 

(5) All prices on Forms B 2 and B 3 should be quoted in pence (but

correct to farthings)-thus Sugar 5!d. per lb. 

(6) Give actual prices. Tf you cannot get them leave blanks; do not 

give estimates or avernges. For prices for the dat-es prior to June, 1922, 

get the Shopkeepers to look up their books. 

(7) All prices should be cash prices at the shop (not deliverecl) they should 

represent the majority of sales and they should be checked by inquiry 

from more than one som·ce. 

(8) (a) Get prices in all cases from Shopkeepers, giving on each Form

the names and full postal addresses of those who supplied the i.nfo1·mation 

for that Form. 

(b) Give exact descriptions of beef, mutton, ety., where you are askeci 

to do this on the Form. 

(9) Give on the space provided on each Form any explanations 01•

obsei·vations which you think would be helpful 
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APPENDIX. 

Form B 2. 

RETAIL PRICES OF CERTAIN COMMODITIES 

in .................................... of ......................................... . 
(Pari�h) (City, Town 01· District).

[ Prices to be cm·rect to the neare.�t farthing.] 

COMMODITY. 

-

Butter, Irish Fa�tory 

Cheese, Golden Spray* 

Condensed Milk, Irish 
full Cream. 

Condensed Milk, Nestle 's 

Rice, Rangoon ...

" Java ... ...

Ja,m, Strawberry ...

Fresh Pork, Shoulders 

Fish-Red Herrings ...

" -Fresh Herrings 

" -Cod Steak ...

Ten (quality most used 
by working classes). 

Cabbage ... 

Soap, Household 

Candles ...

Pa,raffin Oil 

...

(bnr) 
per lb. 

per lb. 

per gall. 

Coal per 112 lbs. 

Turf* per 112 lbs. 

Gas for lighting * per 

Gas for cooking, per 
&c. *

Electricity for per 
lighting* 

Electricity for per 
cooking, &c. *

Per 

I lb. 

lb. 

1 lb. tin 

1 lb. tin 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

doz. 

doz. 

lb. 

lb. 

head 
July, 1914. 

............ 

............ 

............ 

............ 

............ 

............ 

············ 

............ 

............ 
I 

Mid- Mid-
Mar., June, COMMODITY. t Per 
1922. 1922. 

d. d. 

......... ......... Pork Chops ... lb. 

......... ......... Pork Sausa,ges ... lb. 

......... ......... Lard ... ... lb. 

......... ......... Butter, Irish Creo.mery lb . 

......... ····! Butter, Irish Farmer's lb. 

. ........ ......... Margarine, First Grade lb. 

········· . , , ,  ..... Margarine, Second lb. 
Grnde. 

......... ......... Eggs, First Grade doz. 

········· ......... Milk, Fresh . .. Quart 

. ........ ......... Bread ... ... 21b. loaf 

......... . ........ Flour, Household ... 14 lbs. 

········· ········· Oatmeal ... ... 14 lbs. 

········· ········· Potatoes, Old ... 14 lbs. 

Sugar, white granu- lb. 
········· ......... lated. 

Tea, Best Quality ... lb. 
......... . ........

" Cheapest Quality lb. 
......... ......... 

0BSlillWATIONS. 
---......... . ........

......... ..... , ... 

......... . ........ 

......... ......... 

......... .........

......... ......... 

Mid-
June, 
1922. 

d. 

. ........ 

. ........

. ........ 

. ........

·········

. ........ 

·········

. ........

. ........ 

. ........ 

. ........ 

......... 

......... 

......... 

. ........

·········

* SPECIAL lNsTRUOTIONS.-(a) Cheese, Golden Spray.-1£ this kind of Cheese is not 
sold, strike out la-st two words, insert kind most usually sold to working cla-sses, and 
give prices. (b) Turf.-Note, price is asked for per 112 lbs. State on back of this 
form how it is sold in your Parish, and give number of sods, creels, etc., to the 112 lbs. 
(c) Gas and Electricity.-Insert the quantity which you are pricing, and state any 
"observations" (on the front or back of this form) which will help in compiling uniform 
quotations for the different parts of Ireland. 

t NOTE.-Prices for Mid-June, 1922, only are required for these particular com­
modities. 

Date ........ , ................. . (Signature) ................................... .. 



, 

00MMODITY. 

(1) Butter 

(2) Cheese 

(3) Condensed Milk 

(4) Margarine 

(5) Lard 

(6) Sausages 

(7) Fresh Pork 

(8) Tea ... 

(9) Sugar 

(10) Jam .. . 

(11) Rice .. . 

(12) Oatmeal 

(13) Flour 

(14) Bread 

(15) Eggs 

( 16) Milk, fresh 

(17) Potatoes 

(18) Cabbage 

(19) Fish ... 

(20) Soap 

(21) Canclles 

(22) Oil .. . 

(23) Coal .. . 

(24) Turf .. . 

(25) Ga� .. . 

(26) Electricity 
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APPENDIX. 

Form B 2-coNTINUED. 

Name and full postal address 
of ShoP.keeper or Firm from 
whom the information was 
obtained. 

OBSERV ATI0NS. 

. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·  

. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. ......................................... ............................. .

. ......................................... ............................. .

. ......................................... ............................. .

.......................................... ...............................
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APPENDIX. 

Form B 3. 

RETAIL PRICES OF CERTAIN COMMODITIES 

in ............................................... . 

(Parish). 

PRICES. 
Insert under Beef the exact description 

(e.g., "round steak," "stewing beef," 
"rib steak," "corned brisket," 
"shoulder," "liver,'.' etc., or whatever is 
the exact description) of each of the six 
parts, kinds, etc., on which the worlcing 
classes at present spend most money, 
naming the parts in the order of their 
importance from this point of view. 
Please insert prices opposite each des­
cription. Similarly, in the case of 
Mutton insert the exact description of, 
the four parts, kinds, etc., in the order 
of their money importance to the working 
classes, entering the exact price opposite 
each-. Again, under Bacon, etc., insert 
the exact description (e.g., "Irish 
shoulder rashers,'' " Irish bacon, back 
piece,'' "American bacon, shoulder 
piece," "Pigs' heads,'' "American 
Gams," etc., or whatever is the exact 
description) of each of the six parts, 
kinds, outs, etc., of cured pigs on which 
the working classes at present spend 
most money, naming the parts in order 
of their importance from this point of 
view. Enter the exact prices opposite 
each description. 

Do not estimate prices. As regards 
Mid-March, shopkeeper's books should 
be referred to in each case. 

Mid- Mid-
BEEF, per lb. March, Jtme, 

1922. 1922. 

' 

(1). 

(2) 

(3) .. 

(4) 

(5) 

1� (6) 

of ............................................ . 
(City, Town or District). 

ESTIMATED WEIGHTS. 
On each blank line below insert 

the same description as you have 
already inserted on the same line 
in the lefthand column, then 
insert below the best estimates 
of comparative weights which you 
can get from the shopkeeper. 

That is to say, for every 10 lbs. 
of that part, kind, out, etc., on 

• which the working classes spend 
/ most money, insert below the

approximate weight of each of the 
other descriptions (2), (3), etc., 
purchased by the working classes. 

BEEF. ·weights. 

(1) 10 lb. 

(2) lb. 

(3) lb. 

(4) lb. 

I (5) lb. 

l�. lb. 



.. 

MUTTON, per lb. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

BACON, &c., per lb. 
(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 
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APPENDIX. 

Form B 3-CONTI 'UED. 

Mid- Mid-
March, June, MUTTON. 

1922. 1922. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

BACON, etc. 
(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Weights. 

10 lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

10 lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

The working-class families in this district spend about ............... shillings 
on Mutton for evory 10 shillings spent on Beef. 

For every 10s. which the working classes spend on butchers· meat (beef 
and mutton) how much do they spend on bacon and other pig-meat (including 
sausages) ? ..................................... .. 

ignatm-e ......................................... . Date, ............... June, 1922. 

Source of b1jormation ......................... .................................................. . 

Observations 
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APPENDIX. 

Form B 4. 

CLOTHING OF WAGE-EARNING CLASSE '. 

RETAIL P1n0ES IN .............................. .' ....... . 
The prices for 1914 must refer to exact,Jy the same typo and quality of 

articles as for 1922, which must be of a description i;1 ger1era.l c:temand amongst. 
wage-earning classes in 1922. In all cases of clothing it is the ready-made 
article that should be priced, except as regards men's suits, men's trousers 
and men's overcoats, for which two sets of prices, (1) ready-made, (2)· tailor­
made, should be _given. 

Articles. 
State Material and exact 

Description. 
July, 
1914. 

Mar., 
1922. 

Jm1e, 
1922. 

----------1-------------1---- ---------

(A). Men's. 
Suits 

" 
Trousers 

" 
Overcoa,ts 

" 
Singlets 
Drawers 
Shirts 
Socks 
Boots 

nl 
(2) 
(1) 
(2) 
(1) 
(2) ::::::::':::::::::::::::;.!::::::: 

each 
" 

pair 
" 

each 

pail· 
each 
pair 

s. d. s. d. s. d. 

----------1-------------1---- --- --- ---

(B). Boys aged about 
12. 

Suits 
Overcoats 
Shirts 
Stockings 
Boots 

............•...................... 
each 

" 
pair 

----------:------------1---- --- --- ---

(C). Women's. 
Light Coats 
Heavy Coats 
Costumes 
Blouses 
Skirts 
Stockings 
Combinations 
Corsets 
Underskirts 
Chemises 
Boots 

,···································· 
each 

pair 
,, 

each 

" 
pa.ir 

----------1------------1--- --- --- ---

(D). Girls aged about 
12. 

Coats 
Dresses 
Stockings 
Combinations 
Stays 
Petticoats 
Chemises 
Boots ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::1

each 
" 

pair 
" 

each 

... ''· pair 



30 

.\PPENDIX. 

Form B 4-coN'l'INUED. 

(E).-MATERIALS pmchased by Wage-earning Classes (same kind and quality 
at each elate). 

Materials. Exact Description, Width, &c. Per 
July, 
1914. 

Mar., June, 
1922. 1922. 

------- _______________ , ___ --- --- ---

1:::::: :: :: :::::::::::: ::::::::: :: : ::::::: :::: Woollen Yarn 
Calico 
Cotton 
Flannel 
Flannelette 
Serge 
Tweed 
Print 

lb. 
yard 

" 

s. d. s. d. s. d. 

(F).-Names and full postal addl'esses of shopkeeper!;, fu-ms, &c., from whom 
information on this Form B. 4 was obtained . 

• 

(G)-Observations. 

Signatwre .............................................. .. 

Date ............................... .. 



This Fo'IW/, shoul,d, be retwrneil by the day of Jime, 1922. 

APPENDIX. 

· Form B 5.

REPRESENTATIVE RENTS PAID BY WAGE·EARNING CLASSES IN ............................................... . 

!.-WHOLE HOUSE OCCUPIED BY ONE FAMILY. 
I.-The houses referred to below should be representative of wage-earning class dwellings in as many different districts as possible. Houses owned by 

the Local Authority should be indicated by au asterisk placed after the postal number ;· such houses should only form their due proportion of 
the number mentioned below since the Return is required to show the true average change in rents in all wage-earning class houses. Rents of actual 
hou.ses shou.l,d, be g-iven : dijjerent rents are not to be averaged. 

Name of Street. 
Postal* 
No. or 
Nos. of 
houses. 

No. of 
rooms 

in each 
house . 

Annual Rent t
(including rates) of each house. Annual Rates on each house. 

July, 1914. Mar., l.922. June, 1922. July, 1914. Mar., 192:... June, 1922 

P.L. Valuation of each house. 

July, 1914: Mar., 1922., Jm1e, 1922 ::'.: 

.............................. ............ ............ ... � ..... --�· .. ··-�·--·· .. �· ... ... � ..... --�· ...... � .. -�:. -�·- ... � .. 1-�:. � ... � .. -�:.'� ... � ..... --�· ... ... � ....... �· ... ... � ..... > .. . 

.............................. ............ ............ ......... ...... ......... ...... ......... ...... ...... .... ... . ...... .... .... ······ .... .... ......... ······ ......... ...... ......... ..... . 

* Owned by the Local Authority. 
t It is the AmnJAL rent that should be entered; accordingly weekly, monthly or quarterly rents at the above dates should be multiplied by 52, 12 or 4 

respectively, and the result entered. 



DPENDIX. 

Form B 5-coN1'1xurn. 

II.-PART O LY OF HOUSE OCCUPIED BY FAl\fiLY. 

U.-The houses or tenements should be in as many different districts as possible and the particulars should be representative of ':age-earning 
class accommodation in those districts. Actual rents are to be given: diffei·ent rents CM'e not to be averaged. 

Name of Street. Postal No. of house. 
"umber* of rooms 

occupied by each 

Amount of Rent paid per week for the rooms. 

July, 1914. March, 1922. June, L922 . 
family selected. 

I I 
.. . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . .. .. . . .. . : ............ .... ....................... . �: ....... . �.'.. .. ... �: .... .... � .......... �: ..... 1 ... �-· .. .. 

·.· · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·.··· · ·.·.· · ·· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . .. · · · · · · · · · ··· · · · · · · · · · · ·· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·  · · · · · · · · · ..................... ··········· 

········.·························································· . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . .. . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . · · · · · · · ·  ... ········· ············ ········· · · · · · · · · · · · · .. . . . . . .  .

• The numbers required are to represent different types of wage-earning class accommodation and, therefore, families shonld be selected 
occupying different numbers of rooms so as to properly represent local conditions. 

Date ................................. 102:.. Sig11ature ............................................................ .. .
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APPENDIX. 

Form B 6.-Page 1. 

HOUSEHOLD BUDGET 
PARTICULARS for all. persons in a household at .................. Co .................. . 

during the seven days ended ........................ June, 1922. 
(NOTE.-Particulars for each person should be given, one line being devoted 

to each).

Description 
(e.g., husband, wife, father, 

son, niece, 
servant, lodger, &c.). 

Sex 
(lVI) lVIale Age. 

(F) Female
Occupation.* 

Earnings 
for 

the seven 
days.t 

::: :: <•:::•••••••:• <••••····················· t·.·:.
(4) ................................................ / 

........................................... .. 

(5) .............................................. 1 ......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(6) ................................................ ......... ...................................... . 

(7) ................................................ ......... ..................................... ..

(8) ................... 1 ............. ............... ......... ........................ .............. . 

(9) 

llO) ........... , ............................ , ....... ......... ........................ .............. . 

* e.g., "Carpenter," "Dock labourer," Total earnings (A) 
"domestic duties," "at school," &c. 

t If there is a servant, her wages should Other receipts t
not be included here. 

Total income (B) 
t Receipts of old age or other pensions should be included here and not in 

the column for "earnings" above. Please state on the following lines pa,rticulars of pensions or other receipts :-

Observations with regard to particu-
lars· on this page. 

SUlVIlVIAR Y. 
Number of Persons 

No. 
Who earned cash (A) 
Who did not earn cash (A). ___ _
Total number of persons in 

the household 

Total income (B) for .the 
seven days 

Number of Persons 

Under 4 years ... 
4 years to 1:3 (inclusive) 
14 years and over 
Total number of persons in 

the household 

s. d ..

No. 



.. 

I 
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APPENDIX. 

Form B 6.-Page 2. 

QUANTITIES AND COSTS OF ARTICLES CONSUMED DURING THE 
SEVEN DAYS ............ JUNE, TO ............ JUNE, 1922. 

Quan- s. d. Quan-
tity. 

FUEL AND LIGHT. 
tity. s. d. 

FooD. 
(29) Coal ... ... cwt . 

(1) Beef ... ... lb. (30) Turf ... ... " 

(2) Mutton ... ... lb. (31) Firewood ... ... 
(3) Fresh pork ... lb. (32) Gas ... ... 
(4) Sausages, black pud- lb. ( 33) Electricity ... 

dings, &c. (34) Candles ... ... lb 
. (5) Bacon, pigs' beads, &c. lb. ( 35) Pal'affi.n Oil ... pts . 

(3G) Other Fuel and Light * 

------

---

(6) Total Meat t * t (37) Total Fuel & Light (E) * ... 
(7) Fresh Fish ... 

* ---

(8) Cured or Tinned Fisl1 * 

(9) Butter ... ... lb. HOUSEHOLD REQUISITES. 
(10) Cheese ... ... lb . 

(38) Soap ( 11) Margarine ... lb. ... .. . 

(12) Lard lb . (39) Stal'ch, blue, polishes, * 
... ... 

(13) Fl'esh Milk ... pts . &c: 
(14) Condensed Milk lb . (40) Crockery, hardware, * ... 
(15) Eggs ... ... doz . &c. 
(16) Bread 2 lb . (41) Other household re- * 

... ... 
loaves quisites. 

(17) Flour lb . (42) Total Household Re- * 
... .. .  

(18) Oatmeal, &c. ... lb . quisites (F). 
(19) Rice, Sago, &c. ... lb. ---

(20) Potatoes ... ... lb 
(21) Other Vegetables ...

* SUNDRIES. 
(22) Tea ... . .. lb . 
(23) Sugar ... ... lb. (43) Pipe tobacco .. . oz . 
(24) Jam ... ... lb. (44) Cigarettes ... . .. oz 

(25) Other food ... 
,. (45) Medicines, Ointments, * 

(26) Meals eaten at shops, * &c. 
hotels, &c. (46) Newspapers, &c. . .. * 

--- {4i) Train and tram fares, * 
&c. 

(27) Total Food (C) ... 
* t (48) Insurances ... * 

{49) 
- (50) 

(51) 
(28) plothes boots and * ---

shoes (D) (52) Total Sundries (G) * 

* Cost only is required. t When totting be careful not to add in Meat twice 
over. 

N0TE.-Food purchased for poultry, pigs, &c.; materials for making up 
ga,rments /01· sale; implements for producing goods /01· sale, &c., should not be 
included above. 

(H) RENTS (Including rates).-What is the weekly rent (including rates) of 

the house or rooms occupied by the household ? ......... shillings and ......... pence. 
Does the family own the house? .... ........ lf the answer is "yes," insert the 

equivalent rent and rates. 
(yes or 110). 

Observations on Weekly Costs and on rent:-
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A.PPENDIX. 

Form B 6.-Page 3. 

COST OF CLOTHING (INCLUDING BOOTS AND SHOES) FOR THE TWELVE 
MONTHS, JULY, 1921, TO JUNE, 1922, INCLUSIVE. 

As it is exceptionally difficult to obtain representative costs of clothing, you are 
earnestly requested to help the Government by going to the greatest pains to give below 
the most accurate figures you possibly can for the cost of the clothing (including boots 
and shoes) used up by the household during the twelve months, July, 1921, to June, 1922, 
inclusive. Costs of materials purchMed for clothing (e.g., cotton for children's dresses) 
s1iould be included, any costs of making-up should be added. Material purchased for making 
up articles Jo1· sale should not be entered. COSTS FOR REPAIRS AND ALTERATIONS OF 
CLOTHING (including boots and shoes) should be included. FOR ARTICLES WHICH USUALLY 
LAST MORE TRAN TWELVE MONTHS include below only the proportionate cost for the twelve 
months. For instance, if an overcoat is usually bought only once in three years, enter 
below only one-third of the price ; even if the overcoat was purchased eighteen months 
ago, one-third of the cost should sti_ll be stated below. .H the exact amount of m<;mey sp_ent 
dw·ing the twelve months on, for mstance, boys' stockmgs, cannot be remembered, but if 
it is !mown that a pair lasts about four mon.:ths, then include below th1-ee times the price of 
the last pair. The lists below are intended for your convE)nience; some of the articles may 
not have been used, others more important than some mentioned may have to be included 
with minor expenditure under "Other Clothingj 

For ...... :Women. I For ...... Girls over 6.1 (For ......... Men. I For ...... Boys over 6. 

£ s. 

Coats . . .

!Rats ... 

bostumes . . .

�louses, &c .... 

fldrts . .. 

Stockings . . .

bombinations 

borsets . . .

bndersldrts 

hhemises . . .  

£ s. 

ICoats . . .

Hats . . .

Dresses ... 

Stockings . . . 

Combinations 

£ S. £ L 

OvE)rcoats . . . Overcoats ... 

Suits Suits 

Hats Caps 

Singlets Shirts 

Drawers Stockings ... 

Stays . . . I Shirts 
1-------·!---

Boots & Shoes 

Petticoats ... Socks Other Clothing 

Chemises . . . Boots & Shoes Total 
-----·1----1--------1------------1----

Boots & Shoes Other Clothing 

Other Clothing 

Per Boy 

For ...... children wider 
6. 

�---------1-------1---1----------1-------

I� 
Boots & Shoes Total children's 1 
.__ ___ --- --- -- ------1-- --t------- --- clothes, bootR, \,. 

bther clothing 
&c. J 

1-------1-----------1----�-------I--------------
Total of above Total of above Total of above Per Child ... 

1-------1---1------- ---11------- - ---1--------1---

Per Woman Per Girl ... Per Man ... 

(I.) Total cost of Clothi..-1.g, Boots and Shoes, for the whole household for 12 months, £ 

OBSERVATIONS on costs of clothing (including Boot,s and Shoes):-
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APPENDIX. 

Form B 6.-Page 4. 

COST OF FUEL AND LIGHT FOR THE TWELVE MONTHS, JULY, 1921, TO JUNE, 1922, inclusive. 
As the cost of fuel and light is so different in winter and swnmer, will you please state below, as accurately 1:1s possii:Jle, the expenclitlU'e on fuel and light by 'the household during the past twelve months, and the corresponding quantities of the items consumed. 

Coal . . . . . .

Turf . . . . . .

Firewood . . . . . .

Gas for lighting . . .

Gas for cooking, &c. 

I Quantity. I £ s. , I Quantity. I £ s.
tons Electricity for lighting 
tons. Electricity for cooking, &c. 

Candles . .. . . . lb. 
-

-

Paraffin Oil ... . . . galls 
Other fuel and light 

(J). Total expenditure on Fuel and Light for the twelve months £ 

OJ;>servations on fuel and light:-

General Observ1-1,tions :-

The figures and observations inserted on these four pages are reliable to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

Signat,ure of Teacher or Assistab.t ........................ Rank ............................ .. 
Address of School. .................................................. · .. · .......... . 

Date .............................. 1922. 
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APPENDIX. 

Form B 7. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR DEALING WITH HOUSEHOLD 

BUDGET FORM: B 6. 

I. Select the household with one oi- more wage-earners for which you 
can give the most reliable particulars. You can choose any type of house­
hold you think fit, it does not matter whether it. be a household even of 
twenty or even of one, whether comfortably off or poorly off, with many 
children or with few or no children, w

t:
·l;h everal wage-earners or with only 

one, with no men, with no women, ,v.·th a visitor, with a servant, etc., 
provided the household chosen is o e of the wage-earning class. This 
will ensure that taking the country as a whole t�present 
every day conditions and avoid anything exceptional. 

2. If you select a household with a plot or garden in which food is pro­
duced, 01· one with fowl or pigs, etc., a note to this effect should be made 
under "Observations.'' 

3. M:ake no statement which would identify the household for which 
you send an account; as a further precaution the individual 1·ettu-ns 
will he treated as strictly confidential-your figures will be used only in 
totting them with figures in a la1·ge nmnber of other budgets in order to 
arrive at averages, etc. 

4. If you live with a wage earner and give the budget of your own house, 
· do not state that the household is yom· own, but you will of course place . 

the word " teacher " on one line in the occupation column of the first 
ta,ble (a teacher is not necessarily a national school teacher; in any case 
the budget will be treated as strictly confidential). 

5. If you can get accurate particulars for the days of the c1.U'rent week, 
do so. If not, would you ask the householder to keep an account for the 
seven days immediately following the receipt of this communication. 
Post your budget so as to reach here by the 30th June, at latest. Spend 
all the time you can spare to get the particulars as accm·ate as possible. 

6. Under " Observations" on each page give any remarks that may be 
helpful, especially explanations of unusually large or small figures. The 
budgets will be closely scrutinised. 

7. Do not stamp the envelope ; it will come post free. 



., 
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APPENDIX. 

Form B 7-CONTINUED. 

PAGE I. 

8. Give a line to each inrlividual in the household from the oldo t to the
.voungest. In tho summary table include as earners any who earn even 
a few shillings. In case short time or only a few hours we1·e worked this 
should be stated under " Observationi,." 

PAGE 2. 

9. Get the quantity and cost of the items cons-umed in the week. In 
most cases it will be accm·ate enough to state pttrchases during the week, 
but where there has been an unusually large purchase of food, etc., to last 
mo1·e than one week ( 01· an u nusually small pUl'chase owing to a large 
quantity being in hand �t the beginning of the week) giye the quantity and 
cost of the week's consmuption. You are, however, definitely instrurted 
to state the purchases luring the week of such articles as " clothing, boots 
and shoes." "crockery, hardware," etc., and of all such goods which are 
intended to last more than one week. If any article (e.g., a suit of clothes, 
etc.) is pul'chased on an easy payment system give the total cosf;-not 
the amount of the instahnent. It is anticipated that a small number of 
bu<lgets will contain abnormally large figures for ' clothing, boots and 
shoes," etc., and in such cases particulars should be given under the 
·' Observations." 

Loads, creels, etc., of tm·f should be converted to the equivalent weight.
REN'.l'.-'l'he figlll'e require L is to include rates. If the housoholcl owns

the house, this should be stated and the equivalent rent (inclu ljng rates) 
slloLLld be given. If the household do not occupy a whole house, this
should be stated. 

10. You will obser e that the weok's expenditm·e will not uecessadly
be the same as the week's income. 

PAGES 3 AND 4 

11. The difficulty of giving as accurate figLn·es on pages B and 4 as on 
pages 1 and 2 is 1·ecognised, but you al'e earnestly requested to do the very 
best you can to give reliable figlU'e . Under " Observations " on the 
la t page give an indication of the degree of accuracy of yom· figures. 

12. Do not send a budget at all unless you are satisfied that the figures 
ar·e reliable on the whole. 
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MID-OCTOBER, 1922 

/ . 

• I 

NUMBER 

Average Percentage Increase since July, 1914 .. . 88 · 8 per cent.

The Cost of Living Committee were instructed to determine 
a cost of living figure for mid-September on the same basis as for 
March and June, 1922, but were unable to collect the necessary 
data owing to the postal strike. Returns. of retail prices were 
obtained for the earliest practicable ub equent date--th� 12th 
October�from the same ources as in the June enquiry. 
Separate averages of the retail prices for each commodity were 
made as on the la t occasion, for the groups of towns of different 
sizes, on a population basis, and the final average retail price for 
each commodity was obtained by " weighting " the separate 
average in accordance with population. These final averages 
were then " weighted " and combined in the same manner as 
described in the detailed ' Report on Cost of Living in Ireland 
in June, 1922." 

The results show that from mid-June, 1922, to mid-October, 
1922, the usual sea onal advances in the retail prices of butter 
milk, and eggs more than counterbalanced the seasonal decrease 
in the retail prices of meat and potatoes, and the small decreases 
in clothing, &c. The combined result of the changes increased the 
cost of living index number from 185·2 in mid-June, 1922, to 
188· 8 in mid-October, 1922, as compared with 100 ·O in July, 1914. 

•
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The final average· prices of the a;rticles of food are shown m
the foll:.wing Table<---______________ ___,__ _ ___c______:_·..,...,____I -

Average 
change in 
.price in 
Mid-Oct., 
compa.red 

Beef-Sirloin 
Snoulder 
Corned. Brisket 
Neck .. . 
Live1'. ., .. . 

Mutton-beg 
Neck ... 

Bacon-Irish Streaky 

'1 

Irish Shoulder 
American Streaky 
American Shoulder 
�ig Heads 

Fresh Pork-Shoulder 
Pork Sausages 

Fish-Red Herrings· 
Fresh Herrings 
Cod Steak 

Eggs 
Butter-Irish Creamery .. . 

Irish Farmers' .. . 
Marga.rine----First grade .. . 

Second grade 
Cheese, Golden Spray 
Lard 
Fresh Milk 
Condensed :Milk 
Bread 
Flour-Household 
Oatmea.! 
Rice---Rangoon 

Jave 
Pot,atoes 
Te!lr-----Best 

Cheapest 
Sugar 
Jam-Strawberfy 

Per 

lb. 

" lb. 
doz. 
lb. 

" quart 
1-lb. tin

2-lb. loaf
,1.4 lbs. 

" lb. 
"14 lbs. 

lb. 

I-lb'.' pot 

AVERAGE PRICES, 

Mid-Jup.er Mid-Oct.,-
1922. 1.922. 

s. d. 

1 5 
1 It 1 0 
0 lU 
0 7¼ 

5¼ I 
2 It l 7¼1 5¼ 
I l¾ 
0 8 
I 5¾ 1 4¼ 
1 St1 11½ 
1 l¾ 
1 5½ I 10½
I 6¾ 
0 11¼ 
0 8½ 
1 H 
O llf 
0 5 
0 llt 
O iH 
3 of3 6 
0 3¾ 0 5¾1 4½ 3 6¾ 
2 21 
0 6-
1 3t 

8- d. 

1 4 
I- O¾ 0 11¼ 
0 11
0 7, 
1 4¼,-
1 0 
2 0 
I 6 
I 4¾1 rt 
0 8 
1 5¼ 
1 3½ 
1 6 
1 10¼ 
1 2¾ 
2 11¼ 
2 l¼ 
I 10¼ 
0 11¼ 
0 8! 1 4 
1 0½ 
0 5¾ 0 11¼ 
0 5¾-
2 10 
3 ot0 3¾ 0 5¾ 0 10¼
3 7½2 3 
0 6¼ 
1 2½ 

, wi�h 
' ,l\'[id ,'Jtl:he, 

I�rease. (+ ) .. 
J?ec!e��e (-). 

s. d.

-0 1 
�'{)� 71' 

'::---0 ,O,¾,·,, -0 · O¼ .......;o 'Of --0 1 
-0 1 
-�o rt-0 It -0 01·-0 O¼" No change. 
-0 0t --D O¾
-0 2½
-0 l¼
+o 1 
+1 6
+o 3
+o 3¾

No change. 
+o 0t 
-0 0½ 
+o Of
+o O¾
+o O¼

No change. 
-0 2¼ 
-::> O¾ 

No change. 
No change. 

-0 6¼
+o O¾
+o 0½ 
+o Ot -0 Oi

In the food group as a whole, the percentage increase in mid­
October, 1922, over July, 1914, was 94·6 per cent., as compared 
with 87·0 in mid-June, 1922, and 94·1 per cent. in March, 1922. 
Thus, the average level of food prices in October was about the 
same as in March of this year. 

As regards clothing, notwithstanding the difficulty of obtaining 
exact representative average prices owing to the great variety 
in quality, the different classes of goods stocked in different shoJ?s, 
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&c., it is possible to obtain substantiaUy accurate percentage
changes 'in prices-the only significant price measurement-by 
ensuring that the exact same classes of goods are priced for the 
two dates to be compared. For instance, the average of the prices 
returned in October for both October and June showed a decrease 
in Men's Readymade Suits of 2. 4 per cent., and the almost similar­
decrease of 2 · I per cent. in Men's Tailormade Suits. The per­
centage decrease in the prices of other classes of clothing was 
somewhat greater, with the result that the percentage cha,nge in 
the prices of clothing as a whole amounted to a decrease of 2 .-7 
per cent. in October, as compared with June. 

' ' 

As there was no fresh legislat10n from June to October affecting 
rents, �nd as alterations in Rates are made in the early part of 
the year, it was assumed that average rents had not changed 
in the :short interval from June to October. Accordingly, no 
returns wer� obtained for October, ap_d it was taken that the 
percentage change from July, 1914, to October, 1922, was the 
same as from July, 1914, to June, 1922. 

The prices· (not the percentage changes in prices) of coal varied 
consid�rably according to locality and class of coal, from 2s. per 
cwt. in Arklow to 5s. per cwt. in Tralee; the general average 
p rcenta.ge change for fuel showed a slight decrca e in October 

· a CO!TI,pared with June ; decreases in the prict · of paraffin oil and
candles a.re also noted .

. Taking each of the items that enter into the budget of the wage­
earning classes and weighting the percentage price changes .in 
accordance with the Budget weights as published in the report 
for June last, it is found tl;i.at the nett result is an increase of 3 · 6 
points in mid-October over the Index Number for mid-June, 1922. 
Compared with l\farch of this year, however, the October figure 
shows a decrease of 2·6 points. The following table shows the 
final result of enquiries into the cost of living in the Country as a 

. whole:-

July, 1914 
March, 1922 
June, 1922 
October, 1922 

100·0 
191·4 
185·2 
188·8 

16737. Wt. 3140-134A. 3. 750. 12/22. A. T. & Co., Ltd. 
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COST OF LIVING INDEX NUMBER 

MID-JANUARY, 1923 
• 

Increase from Jliicl-Jidy, 1914, to Micl-January, 1923,= 90 % 

The following are the Cost of Living figures which have been 
compiled up to the present for the Irish Free State :-

DA'l'E. 

:Mid-July, 1914 ... 
Mid-March, 1922 
Mid-June, 1922 
Mid-October, 1922 
Mid-January, 1923 

INDEX No. 

100 
191 
185 
189 
190 

The general basis on which the figures have been collected 
�. and compiled has been explained in the report on the cost of 

living for mid-June last. In the inquiry into the cost of living 
in mid-October, 1922, and mid-January, 1923, new returns of 
retail prices had, of course, to be obtained, but these were 
combined on the same general basis as the retail prices referring 
to previous dates. 

As will be seen from the above, the cost of living in mid­
January was practically the same as in mid-October,. the index 
figure registering the small increase of only OM point. Small 
increases in the food and rent groups were barely sufficient to 
overbalance the small decreases in -the clothing, fuel and light, 
and in the " miscellaneous " groups. 
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The final average prices of the articles of food are shown in 
tbe following Table:-

Per 
AVER..�GE PRICES. 

Mid-Oct., Mid-Jan, 1922. 1923. 

Avera,ge change in price in Mid-Jan, ,1923, compared with Mid-Oct., 1922. Increase ( + )­Decrease (-}. -----------,,'-----;--------,------:-I------
Beef-Sirloin .. . . .. Shoulder .. . Corned Brisket .. . Neck ... .. . Liver ... .. . Mutton-Leg . . . . .. .r-eck ... . .. Bacon-Irish Streaky .. . Irish Shoulder .. . American Streaky American Shoulder Pigs' Heads ... 

1Fresh Pork-Shoulder . . . 
I Pork Sausages Fish-Red Herrings .. . 'I Fresh Herrings .. . Cod Steak .. . Eggs ... .. . J,3utter-Irish Creamery .. . Irish Farmers' .. . Margarine--First grade ... Second grade Cheese-Golden Spray .. . Lard ... .. . Fresh Milk . , . . .. Condensed Milk ... Bread ... . .. Flour-Household .. . Oatmeal ... .. . Rice--Rangoon .. . Java ... .. . Potatoes ... .. . Tear-Best ... . .. Cheapest ... . .. .Sugar .. . . .. Jam-Strawberry ... 

lb. 

,, doz. 
,, lb. doz. lb. 

,, quart 1-lb. tin2-lb. loaf14 lbs. 
,, lb. 

14 'ibs. lb. 
,, 1-lb. pot

8. d. 1 4 1/ 0¾
J

lll 11 0 7 1 41 1 0 
2 0 1 6 1 4¾ 1 H 
o s·1 5! 1 3J, 1 .6·1 10¼ 1 2¾2 11½2 l½1 10½0 lH 
o si1 4 1 O½ 0 5¾ 0 11½ 0 5¼ 2 10 3 5¼ 0 3¾ 0 5¾ 0 10¼ 3 n2 3" 0 6¼ 1 2½ 

8. d. l 4-l­l O½ 0 111 0 10½ 0 8 1 5¼ 1 0;\-1 lOi l 4¼l 41 0 0 7¼ 1 5½ 1 3½ 1 5½ 1 10 I 1 3 2 11½ 2 2 1 11 0 11¾ 0 8½ 1 5! 1 O¾ 0 6! · 0 11f 0 5¼ 2 91 
3 5¾ 0 3¾ 0 5¾ 0 10 3 8 2 4¾ 0 6¼ 1 2¼ 

8. d. +0 0¼ -0 0¼No change. -0 0,1.
+o 1· 
+o 1 
+o O½-0 l½ 
-0 It -0 O¾ -0 l½-0 0¾No change. No change. -0 O½-0 0¼
+o 0¼No change. 
+o O¼
+o oI
+o of-0 O:} 
+o H 
+o of
+o 0¾-0 OtNo change. -0 O¼
+o O¼No change. No change. -0 O¼ 
+o 0,1-
+o 1:1No change. -0 O¼ 

The seasonal rising tendency in the prices of milk and butter 
noted as between June and October of course continued from 
October to January, and these increases, together with the con­
tinued ri e in the price of tea, were the chief causes which 
brought about the increase of 1·1 per cent. from October to 
January in the general level of food prices; the principal counte.r­
balancing causes were the decreases in the prices of bacon and 
potatoes. 
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In the clothing group there was a decrease of 2·0 per cent. in 
mid-January as compared with mid-October. The fall in clothing 
prices was fairly general; the figures show'that men's and boys' 
clothing decreased, but there were slight increases in the average 
prices of women's coats and costumes. The prices of boots for 
all classes-men's and boys', women's and girls'-showed a 
decrease. 

In connection with the mid-October cost of living figures, no 
inquiry was made into changes in rents as between June and 
October, 1922. It was thdught possible that changes might 
have occurred after the beginning of this year, and investigations 
were accordingly made by rate collectorn in the different parts 
of the country who were requested to furnish particulars of the 
rents in January, 1923, for the same places for which they had 
furnished the actual rents in June of last year. The returns 
received showed scarcely any change, but taken all round the 
slight increase of 0·8 per cent. in the period from mid-June, 1922, 
to mid-January, 1923, is noted. The expression "rent" here 
means " rent inclu.sive of rates." 

The fuel and light group showed a· decrease of l ·4 per cent. 
in mid-January as compared with mid-October. The prices for 
coal were practically unchanged, while them were decreases in 
the prices of paraffin oil and candles. This fuel and light gl'oup 
showed an increase of 102 per cent. in mid-January, 1923, 
compared vvith July, 1914. 

Taking each of the items that enter into the budget of the 
wage-earning classes, and " weighting" the percenta,ge price
changes in a,ccordance ·with the budget "weights," it is found 
that the co ·t of all the items that enter into these budgets in­
creased from· mid-July, 1914, to mid-January, 1923, by 90 
per cent . 

(16973.) Wt. 4327. 3. 750. 2/23. A. T. & Co., Ltd. 
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Cost af Living Index Number. 

MID-APRIL, 1923. 

Increase from Mid-July 1914 to Mid-April 1923=81 per cent. 

The following are the Cost of Living figures which ha,ve been 

compiled up to the present for the Irish Free State :-

DATE L'\DEX KO. 

Mid-July, 1914 100 

Mid-Ma.rch, 1922 191 

Mid-June, 1922 185 

Mid-October, 1922 189 

Mid-January, 1923 190 

Mid-April, 1923 181 

The general basis on which the figures have been collected and 
compiled has been explained in the report on the Cost of Living 
for mid-June, 19:32. In the subsequent enquiries into the cost of 

living new returns of retail prices had, of course, to be obtained 
for the several da.tes mentioned above. These returns were com­

piled on the same general basis as the rntail prices obtained for 

June of last year. 

It ··will be seen from the above that the index number repre­

senting the cost of living in the Irish Free State fell from 190 in 

mid-January, to 181 in mid-April, a decrease of nine points or 

4.7 per ce_nt.; from mid-June, 1922, to mid-Ap
ril, 1923, there 

was a fall -of only four points or 2.2 per cent. The clecrea. e from 

mid-January, to mid-April was cau ed almost entirely by a lower­

ing of food prices. 
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The .final average prices of the articles of food are ,·hown m 
the following table:-

Beef-Sirloin . . . . ..Shoulder ... .. . Corued Brisket .. . Neck ... . .. Liver ... ... �Intton-Leg .. . .. . Neck ... .. .Bacon-Irish Streaky .. .Irish 'houlder .. . American Streakv American Shoulder Pigs' Heads .. .Fresh Pork-Shoulder .. .Pork Sat1sages Fish-Red Herrings ...Fresh Herrings ...Cod Steak ...Eggs ... . .. Butter-Irish Creamery ... Irish Farmers' l\Ia�·garine-First Grade ... Second Grade Cheese-Golden Spray Lard ... .. . Fresh Milk .. . Condensed Milk .. .Bread .. .Flour-Household Oatmeal .. .Rice-Rangoon .. .Java ... Potatoes .. .Tea-Best .. .Cheapest .. .Sugar ... .. .Jam-Strawberry 

Per 

lb. 

" doz. 
lb. doz.Jb. 

" quart 1-lb. tin 2-lb. loaf14 lbs. 
" lb. 

14'fos.lb. 

A,-erage change in Av.ERAGE PRICES. price in Mid-April, 1923,compared with Mid-Jan., 1923.Mid-Jan., Mid-April, Increase (+ ). 1923. 1923. Decrease (-). 

s. d. 1 4¼ 1 O¼
Q uft0 10¼-

/ o 8-1 5¼1 O½
1 10!­
l 4f,1 4 1 0 0 7¼I 5¼I 3!1 5}1 10· l 3 2 11} 
2 2 1 11 0 11¾ 
0 8½ 
I 5¼ I O¾
0 6¼-0 11f
0 5½2 9¾3 5¾0 3!1;0 5¾0 10 3 8 
2 4-l 0 6! 
I 2! 

s. ,l.
1 411 I¼0 11}­
o 10½ 
0 8 1 6¼1 lfI 9¼1 3-
1 3t0 11 
0 7t1 5 
1 3t1 5¼1 9�-
1 . 3 l 21;
I 11¾
1 9¾0 11¼ 
0 St1 7i/; I 0 0 5¾ 0 11¼ 
0 5{-2 01 
3 8 0 3¾0 5½0 9;1;3 9 2 6¼ 0 7¼1 2t

�- d. 

+o O¼
+o o�­o change.No change.No cha,nge.+o I¼ 
+o 01: -0 1 -0 l¼-0 O!J;
-0 I No change.-0 0:\--0 of 
-0 0-!--0 o:i No change.-1 8¾ -0 2!-
-0 It -0 OJ
-o of
+o 2:1--0 0!/--0 or No change.-0 O} 

No chauge. 
+o 2t 

No change.-0 O¼ 
-0 O! 
+o 1 
+o I:} 
+o 1 No change.

It will be . een from the above Table that prices rose in the case 
of only nine out of the 36 food items listed; there was a d-ecrease in 
the price of each article of food except beef, mutton,, cheese, tea, 
sugar and oatmeal. The decrease in the prices of bacon almo. t 
made up for the seasonal increase in the prices of beef and mutton, 
so that the chan'cre in the price of meat had little effect in cha11ging 
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the cost of living figure from J anua.ry to April. The seasonal fall 
in the price of butter and milk and the la.rge decrease in the price 

of eggs are mainly accou1�table for tbe fall in the general index 
number of food price·. The increase in the price of sugar due 

to the world shortage was the most important factor tending to 
raise the cost of living figure. Food prices in general in mid­

April were 7.7 per cent. lower than in mid-January, but only 1.4 

per cent. lower tha.n in mid-June, 19'2'2. In Great Britain similar 
cha,nge took place, food prices being· 4 per cent. lower on 1st April 
than on 1st January, but only l.'2 ver cent. lower on 1st June. 

As reg-a.rds changes in the prices of articles other than food 
there wa.s a fairly general fall in the prices of the various a;rticle, 

of clothing; men's a.nd boys' clothing decreased, but there was a 
slight increase in the prices of women's and girls' coats. · Tlie 

prices of boots for all classes-men's, boys', women's and girls'­
showecl that the decreases noted a.t the Janua,ry enquiry continued 
during the ensuing three months. The prices of coal showed an 

increase; this was simply a reflection of the increases in the 

pricei:; of coal in Great Britain, where prices increased on account 
of the greater demand for coal for foreign export. Slight 

decreases took place in the prices of pa,raffin oil, candles and soap, 
and increases in the prices of pipe tobacco and cigarettes . 

(616.) Wt.857. 3, 250. 5/23. FALCONER. G. 5. 
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Cast of Living Index ·Number. 

MID-JULY, 1923. 

Increase from -Mid-July 1914 to Mid-July 1923=80 per cent. 

The following arc the Cost of Living figures which have been 

compiled up to the present for the Irish Free State :-

DA'rE 

Mid-July, 1914 

Mid-lVIarch, 1922 

Mid-June, 1922 

Mid-October, 1922 

Mid-January, 19:?3 

Mid-April, 1923 

Mid-July, 1923 

D"DEX NO. 

100 

191 

185 

1S9 

rno 

181 

lfO 

The general baoiS on which the figures have been collected and 

compiled has been explained in the rnport on the Cost of Living for 

mid-June, 1922. In the subsequent enquiries into the Cost of Living 

new returns had, of course, to be obtained fol' the several dates 

mentioned above. These returns ,rnre compiled on the same general 

basis as the returns obtained. for June of last year. 

It will be seen from the above that the index number re1}resenting 

the Cost of Living in the Irish Free State in mid-July, 19n, was 

practica.lly the same as for mid-April, the index number registering 

the smalJ decrease of only one JJoint, and a fall of five points since 

Ju1+e, 1922. 
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The following wore the average r tail prices of the principal articles 
of food:-

Beef-Si1-loin ... ... 
, houlder ... ... 
Corned Brisket ... 
Neck ... ... 
Liver ... 

Mutton-Leg ... ... 

�eck ... ... 

Bacon- Irish Streaky ... 

Irish Shoulcler ... 
American Streak,, ... 
American Shoulder 
Pigs' Heads ... 

Fresh Pork -Shoulder ... 
Pork Sausages 

.Irish-Red Hening 
l!'resh Honing 
Cod Steak 

Eggs ... 
Butt.er-Irish Creamery 

Irish Farmers' 
Margarine-First Grade 

'ccond Grade 
Chee e-Gol<len 'pra;v 
Lard ... 
Fresh l\[iU, 
'ondensed Milk ... 

.Bread ... 
]'lour-Household ... 
Oatmeal ... 

Rice-Rangoon ... 
Ja,·a ... 

Potatoes-Old ... 
Ke"· ... 

Tea-Bert ... 
Cheapest ... 

Sugar ... ... 
Jam-Stra\',berr. ...

... 

... 
... 
... 
... 
... 
... 
... 
... 
... 
... 
. .. 
. .. 

. .. 

... 

... 

... 

. .. 

. .. 

. .. 

... 

. .. 

. .. 

Per 

lb. 
,. 
., 
" 
.. 
" 
" 
., 
" 
, . 
" 
., 
.. 

, .
cloz. 

" 
lb. 

doz. 
lb. 
" 
" 
., 
..
,, 

quart
lib tin 
2 lb.loaf 
14 lbs. 

" 
lb. 
" 

14 lbs. 
" 

lb. 
" 
., 

lib. pot

A VERACE PRICES Average ch,nge 
in price in mid-
July, 1923, com-
pared ,Yilh mid-

l\Cicl-April Mid-July April, 1923. 
[ncrea£c ( +)

1923 192:� Decrease (-) 

s. d. s. d. s. d. 
1 4� 1 4I No change 
1 l1 1 l¾ No change 4 

0 11{ 0 ll-} No change 
0 10� 0 10 -0 Ol

11 
8 0 7� -0 01 
6½ 1 5t- -0 O¾
l' l oi -0 Ol<l 

o&9! 1 l -0 
1 3 1 2l -0 0:/-
1 31 1 2� -0 O}
0 11 0 10} -0 O¼
0 71 0 61 -0 oJ•l 

1 5 1 4 -0 l
1 3:J: 1 3 -0 0;}
1 5¾ l 7 + 0 V.,
l 9i 1 10;!· + 0 O!/-
1 3 1 3J + 0 o:i.

•I 

1 2�- 1 4� + 0 q. 
1 11¾ 1 7g -0 4
l 9¾ 1 -:1 o., -0 4
0 11¼ 0 lOJ - 0 0.\.
0 8;} 0 St "o change 
1 71 1 6¾ -0 1 
1 0 1 0 No change 
0 5'1' 0 5.!- -0 O½ 
0 11:} 0 11¼ No change 
0 5.] 0 5:} Ro change 
2 9" 2 10 + 0 O}
3 3 61 -0 l.l
0 3l 0 n No change 
0 5.1 0 �l No c·hange o., 
0 O" 0 101 + 0 0,\-,l 
- 2 l'/ -

3 9 3 0} + 0 O}, 

2 6!.- 2 6 -0 oJ.
0 7i 

..
0 i� + 0 oj

1 2} 1 2' • No cl111,nge 

It will be seen from the above Table that prices rose in the case of 
only eight of the 36 articles listed. Food prices genern.lly showed 
the following changes :-From June, 1922, to October, J 922, n, rise 
of 5. 5 ver cent.; from October, 1922, to January, Hl23, a rise of 
l. I 11er cent.; from Janua.ry, 1923, to April, 1923, a fall of 7 .3 per cent.;

and from April, 1923, to July, 1923, the slight fall of O. 5 1Jer cent.
Food prices show a decrease of 1. 9 per cent. s:nce June, ] 922.



.. 

... 

4 

The fall in elothing prices recorded in previous enquiries has been 

maintained, and there has been a fall of 2. 9 JJer cent. in the per1od 

mid-April, 1923 to mid-July, 1923. The preceding changes were :­

l!rom June, 1922 to October, 1922, a fall of 1. 6 per cent.; from 

October, 1922 to January, 1923, a fall of 2.0 1Jel' cent., and from 

January, 1923 to April, 1923, a fall of 2. 5 per cent. ; the clothing 

prices have fallen (i. l per cent. from June, 1922 to July, 1923, 

In the fuel and light group there were slight decreases in the 11r:ces 

of coal, paraffin oil, and candles, since the enquiry of .April, 1923; 

in all, a fall of O. 3 per cent. was recorded from mid-April, 1923 to 

mid-July, 1923. The change from mid-,June, 1!)12 to mid-,July, 

1923, wa · 0. 6 per cent. decrease. 

As rents have been changing so slowly, returns were collected 

on this 1:1nbject only at every second Cost of Living Enquiry. From 

mid-June, 1922 to mid-January, 192:3, there was au increase of 

0.8 per cent.; from mid-January, 1923 to mid-July, 1923, there 

was a fall of 0.61Jer cent.: the increase from mid-June, 1922 to mid­
July, 1923 was O. 2 per cent . 

(915.) Wt. 2100 3, 750 8 23. FALCONER G. 5 
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Cost of Living Index Number. 

MID-OCTOBER, 1923. 

Increase from Mid-July 1914 to Mid-Oct. 1923 = 86 per cent. 

The following are the Cost of Living figure· which have been 

compiled up to the present for the Irish Free State:-

DATE INDEX 
·o.

i\l.Iid-July, 1914 100 

Mid-March, l 922 191 

Mid-June, 1922 185 

l\liid-October, 1922 189 

)lid-January, 1923 190 

Mid-April, 1923 181 

l\llicl-July, 1923 180 

}fol-October, 1923 186 

The general basis on which the figures have becm collected and 

compiled bas been explained in the report on the Cost of Living for 

mid-June, 1922. In the subsequent enquiries into the Cost of Living 

new returns had of course, to be obtained for the several dates 
'\ mentioned above. These returns were compiled on the same general 

basis as the returns obtained for June of last year. 

It will be seen from the above that the Index Number representing 

the Cost of Living in the Irish Free State in mid-October, 1923, was 

6 pointB abo-rn the Index K umber for mid-July, but was 3 points 

below the Index Iumber £or this time last year. The increase com­

pared with mid-July was mainly due to an increase in the Food 

Group principally caused by a rise in the retail prices of Eggs, Milk and 

Butter. The corresponding figures for Great Britain and Northern 
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Ireland, as,determined by the Ministry of Labour, London, for 1st 
July (169) and 1st October (175) also show a rise of 6 points, almost 
altogether attributa.ble to a rise in food prices. 

The following were the average retail prices of the principal articles 
of food:-

. 

Beef-Sirloin ... ... 
Shoulder ... ... 
Corned Brisket ... 
Neck ... ... 
Liver ... 

Mutton-Leg ... ... 
Neck ... ... 

Bacon- Irish Streaky ... 
Irish Shoulder ... 
American Streaky ... 
American Shoulder 
Pigs' Heads ... 

Fresh Pork -Shoulder ... 
Pork Sausages 

Fish-Red Herring 
F1·esh Herring 
Cod Steak 

Eggs .,, 

Butter-frish Creamery 
Irish Farmers' 

Margarine-First Grade 
Second Grade 

Cheese-Golden Spray 
La.rd ... 
Fresh Milk 
Condensed Milk ... 
Bread ... 
Flour-Household ... 
Oatmeiil ,., 

Rice-Rangoon ... 
Java ... 

Potatoes-New ... 
Old ... 

Tea-Best ... 
Cheapest ,., 

Suga.r ... 
Jain-Strawberry ... 

,.. -

... 

... 
... 
... 
... 
... 
.,, 

... 

... 
... 
... 
,., 

,., 

... 
... 
... 
... 
... 
... 
... 
... 
.. , 
. .. 

Per 

lb, 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
., 
" 
,, 
., 
,, 
,, 
" 
" 

doz. 
" 

lb. 
doz. 
lb, 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

quart 
llb. tin 
2 lb.loaf 
14 lbs. 

" 
lb. 
" 

14 lbs. 
" 

lb. 
" 
" 

I 
lib, pot 

I 

AVERAGE PRICES Average cbe,nge 
in price in mid-
Oct., 1923, corn-
pared with mid--

Mid-July Mid-Oct. July, 1923. 
Increase ( +) 

1923 1923 ])pcrease (-) 

s. d. s. d. s. cl, 

/2 
4½ 1 4½ -0 0t
l½ 1 O¾ -0 O½

11¼ 0 11 -0 O¼
10 0 9¾ -0 0;J;-

0 7¾ b 7¼ -0 0½
1 5¾ 1 4¾ -0 1 
1 O¾ 1 0./,- -0 0t
1 8¾ 1 6¾ -0 2
1 ')) 1 1 -0 l!-<l 

l �-} 1 3t + 0 Oi/: 
0 10{· 0 11¾ + 0 1:1
0 6!/- 0 6i/- No change
1 4 l 3¼ -0 0¾
1 3 l 2 -0 1 
1 7 1 8¼ + 0 Ii
1 10¼ 1 9¼ -0 l 
1 3.a. _, 1 4½ + 0 Q_;l_ ,,
1 4-¼ 2 iH ' 1 1 T

l 7} 1 11¼ + 0 3¾
1 6¾ 1 8¼ + 0 .·;t 

-4 

0 10¾ 0 11! + o o+
0 8¼ 0 Bi No change· 
1 IP -t 

1 7 + 0 Of-
1 0 0 11¾ -0 O¼
0 5,i- 0 5;\- + 0 0}
0 11± 0 11¼ No change 
0 5¼ 0 5¼ No change 
2 10 2 Bi -- 0 l¾ 
3 1¾ 3 6 -0 0�-
0 3:} 0 4 + 0 O;}
0 51· 0 5½ No.change
2 li- - -
0 10¼ 1 2� + u 4¾,I 

3 9½ 3 !Jil: + 0 O!
2 6 2 7 + 0 1 
0 H 0 7¼ -0 O¾
I 2{- 1 2¼ No change 

During the three months from July to October it will b·e seen· 
from the above Table that prices in the Food Group rose in the case 
of 14 out of the 36 articleJ; li:;ted. The prices of Meat showecl the 
u::;ual seasonal fall, but the corresponding seasonal increase in the 
prices of Eggs, Milk and Butter had a greater influence on the Index 



.. 
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l-urnber for food. The lnclex ?\umber for foocl alone, u,.. c:01npiled
al each of the enquiries, were as follows: -

DATE ll\DEX )l"O. 

July, 1914 100 
March, 1922 191 
June, 1922 185 

October, 1922 196 

January, 1923 198 
April, 1923 183 
July, 1923 182 
October, 1923 190 

'l'he fall in clothing price·, which n·as continuoui:: for ench enquiry 
ince Jun , 1922 was al'l'ested in October. 'l'he Inc1ex Number for 

·clothing (100 in July, 1914) 1·0 e -from 173 in July, to 177 in October,
H)23. Increases in prices in October as compared with July were
registered in 18 out of the 23 in'ticle Ji ted in the Clothing Group.
The increases, however, were .-mall ancl had the effect of increasing
the general Cost of Living Index Number b:v only three-fourths of a
point. 'lhe change in thi. group as recorded were: -From June to
October, 1922, a, fall of l.6 per cenl.; Erom October, 1922 to January,
1923, a fall of 2.1 per ce11t.; from Jnnuar.r to April. ]923, a fall of
2.5 per cent.; from April to July, f923, a fall of 2.9 per cent., and
from July to October, 1923, an incren ·e of. 2.4 ve1· cent.

It was not considered neces ary to make a special in.vestigation 
into changes in rents on the occasion of the Cost of Living enquiry for 
October, as that item was included in the . urve.v made for July last, 
and it may be taken for granted that there ,,·as no appreciable change 
in rents since that date. Accordingly, the arne Index Number for 
rents as obtained from the July enquiry has been used for the pur­
po es of calculating the general Co ·t of Living Index K umber. 

In the ]fuel and Light roup compared with July, October 
showed a slight decrease, amounting to 0. 7 per cent. The average 
prices for paraffin oil and gas were lower, while the prices of candles 
and coal showed a small increase. An increase in the price of coa] 
usually occUI'S at this time of the year. 

(1196·. Wt. 364!) !'!. fi00. 11 23. FAUJON�R U b 
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Cast of Living Index Number .. 

MID-APRIL, 1924. 

Increase from Mid-July 1914 to Mid-April 1924 = 78 per cent. 

The Cost of Living Index Number ha,s changed comparntively 
little in Saorstat .Bireann since mid-summer, HJ22, a.nd in Great 
Britain since October of the same year, as will be seen from the 
percentage decreases shown in the third and last columns of 
figures in the following Table. The decrea,se in Saorstat .Bireann 
since January, 1923, although small, has been from two to three 
times as great as the decrease in Great Britain. 

Co ·t of Living Index Number (ba-sis :-July, 1914, = 100). 

, 

0AORSTAT EmEXNK G�F.A'.l' J3RITAIN 
Month 

1922-23 1923-24 Decrease 1922-23 1923-24 Decrease 
% % 
--- ----

,Tuly ... 185* 180 2.7 184"j" 160 8.21" 
October , .. 189 186 1.6 

J 
178 175 1,7, 

January ... 190 188 I. I 178 l.77 o.6
April ... 181 178 1.7 174 173 o.6

The following Table shows larger changes when comparisons 
ar- made between the Index Numbers from one qllarter of the 
ye'.1r to the next, owing to seasonal causes affecting changes in 
pnces. 

Percentage change m Cost of Living Index Numbers. 

Month 

Jan. to April .. , 
April,, July ... 

JuJy" Oct. ... 
Oct. ,, Jan. ... 

SMiRS'.l.'AT EmEANK 

1922 

-
-· 

+2.2:� 
+0.5 

I 

1923 1924 
----------

- 4.7 -.,.3 
-0.6 
+33 
+1.1 

I 
GREAT BRI'.l'AIN 

1922 
----

-3.31" 
0.0 

_::'.:_' 
F

-2.2 -2,3 
-2,9 
+3.6 
+1.1 

These figures show that unless the purchasing power of mone, 
changes more seriously than it has changed since October, 1922, 
decreases in the Cost of Living Index Numbers ma,y be expected 
in the first aJ3cl second quarters of the yea,r, and increases in the 
third and fourth qua-rters. 

The :;i,�vve :figt�re� ,sh?w that the J)adex Num9er representing 
* This figure refers to June 1922, 
"t The figur!l, foI JulY, llt22 (18,4) ,ya_s highe_� tl,a,1:-. those_ for the' p�ecedin/! 

months-(June 180; May 181) and the succeeding m6nths�August 181/ ·September 179). 
+ This figµ:ue

1
refers to *e,J.jer-iocj. Ju)ie"jt,o O_ctober. 1 r, 

L, 
i\' 



the co ·t of living in the Saorstat fell by ten points from 188 iJ,i 
mid-J anuarv to 178 in mid-April. The decrease compared witb 
mid-J anuaf)' was mainly due to a decrease in the food group prin­
cip;:tlly caused by the seasonal fall in the retail prices of eggs and· 
butter. 

The following were the average retail price..; of the principal 
articles of food :-

-

Beef-Sirloin ... ... 
Shoulder ... . .. 

Corned Brisket ... 
Neck ... . .. 
Liver ... 

Mutton-Leg ... . .. 
Neck ... ... 

Bacon- Irish Strea,ky ... 
Jrish Shoulder ... 
American Streaky ... 
American Shoulder 
Pigs' Heads ... 

Fresh Pork -Shoulder ... 
Pork Sausages 

Fish-Red HeITings 
Fresh Herrings 
Cod Steak 

Eggs ... 
Butter-Irish Creamery 

Irish Farmers' 
Margarine-First Grade 

Second Grade 
Cheese-Golden SpraY. 
Lard ... 
Fresh Milk 
Condensed Milk 
Bread 
Flour-Household 
Oatmeal 
Rice-Rangoon 

Java 
Potatoes ...

Tea-Best 

Sugar 
Cheapest 

... 
Jam-Strawberry 

... 
... 
...

.. .  

... 
... 
. .. 
... 
... 

. .. 
... 

... 

... 
... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 
... 

. .. 
... 
... 
... 
... 
... 

. .. 
. .. 
... 
... 

... 

Per 

lb. 

" ( " 
" 
" 
" 
., 
" 
" 
" 
,. 
,, 
" 
" 

doz. 
" 

lb 
doz. 
lb 
,, 
" 
" 
" 
" 

quart 
l lb. tin 
2lb.loaf
14 lbs . 

" 
lb. 
" 

14 lbs. 
lb. 

" 
" 

llb. pot 

A VERA GE PRICES Change in aver-
age price in mid-
April, 1924, com-
pared with mid-

.:'.fal.-Jan. Mid-April Jan., 1924. 
Increase ( + )

1924 1924 Decrease (-) 

s. d. s. d. s. d. 
l

1 3½ 1 3¾ + 0 01
1 0t 1 O¼ No change
0 10½ 0 10½ No change
0 9,1;- 0 9¾ + 0 0¼ 
0 6¾ 0 7 + 0 0t 
1 5 1 t>J + 0 0¾;
1 O½ I 0¾ + 0 0¼
1 5t 1 4½ -0 0" �r
l 0½ 0 11¾ -0 0i 
1 Of 1 01, -- 0 Ot
0 10¼ 0 9¼ -0 1
0 5¾; 0 3j + 0 0t
1 2;l; 1 1i, -0 O¾ 
1 l¾ 1 F No change

4 

1 7i 1 7;,. , . + 0 O½
1 11 2 Ot + 0 H-
1 "*"· 1 31 -0 l¼
2 8¼ l 3¾ -1 4¾ 
2 3¼ 1 Sf -0 6½
1 lH 1 7 -0 4½ 
0 11¼ 0 llt No change
0 8¼ 0 8<'> No change 
1 6¾ 1 5!· - 0 It
0 11¾ 0 11¾ No change 
0 6 0 6 No change 
0 11{- 0 11-;} No change 
0 5 0 5 No ch&ngc 
2 7½ 2 7¾ + 0 0¼ 
3 5¾ 3 5¾ No change 
0 4 0 4 No change 
0 5} 0 5¾ + 0 0t
1 4;1. "- 1 7¼ +o 21
3 JO¼ 3 10 --· 0 01-
2 7¼ 2 7 ·- 0 O¼ 
0 7t 0 7¾; No change 
1 2¼ 1 2¼ No change 

During the three months from January to April it will be seen 
from the above Table that prices in the Food Group rose in the 
case of 11 and fell in 12 of the 36 articles listed, but as the in­
fluence of the expenditure '' weights '' was considerably greater 
in the articles which showed a decrease in price a fall of 16 points 
is noted in the Food Group. The prices of fresh meat showed 
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the usual seasonal in<.:rease, whilst prices of bacon were lower 
than in mid-January. The seasonal decrease in the price of eggp, 
a.nd butter had a marked influence on the Index Nnmber. 'l'he 
Inde,· � -umbers for food alone, as compiled u t each of the en­
q�riries were as foUows :-

DA'rE INvBx So. DATE 1:--;nEx So. 

July, 1914- 100 .-\pril, 19:23 183 
}[arch, 1922 J91 .July, 1923 18:3 
,June, 19Z2 185 October, 19:28 190 
October, J 92:2 196 J nm1 ary, 19Q-� J9G 
,Jan nary, 1993 rn .-\pril, 1924 180 

focr ase in priceK in April a,::; <.:om l:)ared with Janu:rry were 
rngistered in 14 out oE the 23 arti les listed in the Clothing Group. 
The increases, however, were small a.nd bad the effect of increa-s­
ing the general Cost of Living Index Numbers by less than half 
a point. The change· in this group as recorded wexe :-From 
Jnne to October, 1922, a fall of 1.6 per cent.; from October, 192:3, 
to January, 1923, a fall of ,2.1 per cent.; from Ja.m1ary Lo April, 
1923, a fall of 2.5 pe·r cent.; from April to July, ]923, a fall o[ 
�-9 per cent.; July to October, 1923, an increase 0£ 2.J per cent.;
from October, 1923 to January, 1924, a decr<:>asr. of 1.9 per
cent.; and from J anuacy to Ap1il 1924-, aD increa. e of 0. per 
cent. 

Oomparnd "·itb January, the Fuel and Light Gron p ju . \pcil 
1924, showed a decrease, amounting to 0.3 per cent. The 
�werage prices for coal and gas -were lmrnr, while the price of 
paraffin oil showed a ma.U increa,se. 

It ,1,as not considered necessary to make a special investiga­
tion into changes in rents on the occasion of the Cost of Living 
inquiry fot April, J924, as returns for that item wern c.:ollected 
ju January last, and it has been taken foi" granted that there was 
no a:Ppreciable change in rents since. that date. ·Accordingly, the 
same Index Number for rnnt as obtained from the .fanna,1·y 
inqu:u:y ha been used for the purpose of ca.lculating the g n ra1 
Cost of Living Tnclex 1Jurober. 

' .

'.579.) Wt. 665 :J. 375. 5124, FALCONER, U :J 
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Cost of Living Index Number.· 

MID-JANUARY, 1924. 

Increase from Mid-July 1914 to Mid-Jan. 1924 = 88 per cent. 

Th<' following ar the ('o::;t of Li.vincr tigur , · which have l,een 
c:onqJjled up lo the pre:;ent for tli lri.·I; Iiree ta,te :-

DATE 
Mid-July, 1914 
}.![id-March, Hl2:2 
}.l[ic1-,Tun , 19:22, 
�lid-October, L 922 
1\ifid-J ,M 1 ua,ry , L 923 

fid-April, 192H 
J\lf id-July, 1923 
Mid-October, 19:l 
;\Lid-January, 702,4 

INDEX I 0. 

100 
191 

185 
L H 
190 

The general baRi on which the figures have been colle ·ted 
a ncl compiled. )1af\ b · en explained in the reJ)ol'L on the Cost of 
J1iviJJ(:! for mid-Jm1c, L9:2:2. In the sull!;·l1uent •nquiri s in!o the 
C'of\t or Living new r tu11ns hru1 ol' cour,e, to 1 e obi.t1iined for tl1� 
i;everal dates mentioned a,bove. These returnf\ were compiled on 
the f\a,1n general basiR as the rel11rns obtained for Jone, 1922. 

It will be f\een from tbe above that the Index Number repre-
f-entin� the 'mit of Living in the Irish Fr e State in mid-
,lanuar. , 1924, was 2, points above the Index Number for mid-• 
October, but wa also 2, points below the Index Number for this 
time last year. The increase compared with mid-October was 
mainly clue to an increa e ju the Foocl 'roup principally ca,u ed 
by a ri, e in the retail prices of Eggs, Bntter, Milk. a11d Potatoes. 
Tbe corres])Onding figure for Great Britain and ortberu Ireland, 
as determined by the Ministry of Labom, London, for 1st 
October, Hl23, and 1st January, 19· 4, ,shich were 175 a11d 177 



resp ctively, also slw,, a, nse of 2 points, almost altogether attri­

butabJe to a rise in food prices. 

'l1he following were the a \'erage retail pn.ces of the princip�d 

arti ·les of food :-

� 

AVERAGE PRICES Change in a,ver-

n,ge price in mid-
Pe1· Jan., 1924, corn-

pared with mid-
l\ficl-Oct. l\[id.-JHU. Oct .. 1923. 

Increase (+)
1923 1924 Decrease (-) 
s. cl. s. d. s. cl. 

Bed-, irloin ... --- !b. 1 4' l :� \\ -0 OJ.• 
O}Shoulder ... . .. " L Of l - 0 0.\-

Corned Brisket ... "

!� 
11 0 ]()-.', - 0 0.\ 

Neck ... ... " !)�, 0 !)} -0 of Liver 7,t 0 li" - u 0� ... " ;, Mutton-Leg ... ... " 1 4¾ 1 5 + u Oi
Neck ... ... ., 1 OI 1 OI- No change 

Bacon- h-ish Streaky ... " 1 uJ 1 5,t - 0 H
Irish Shoulder ... " 1 1 1 (I-!, -0 of 
American Streaky 1 3¼ 1 O" -- 0 •) '· ... " ;

( 

it Amcrica-n Shoulder " 0 11¾ 0 10.\ -u
Pigs' Heads ... ., 0 6¾ 0 5f - 0 l} 

.Fresh Pork -Shoulder ... l 3¼ l ,,, - 0 1 " -4Pork Sausages " 1 2 1 l¾ - 0 Ot]'ish-Rcd Herring� ... doz. 1 s.: 1 7J; - 0 l
Fresh Herri11gs ... ,, l ut 1 11 + 0 1!1-
Cod Steak ... .11.J. 1 -t-J 1 -Jj No change 

Eggs --- ... doz. :l 5i 2 SI + u :l 
Butter-Irish Ureamery ... lb. l LI.'.- � :l¼ + 0 3i

Irish Farmers' ... " l HI 1 ll.\ + 0 3 
Margarine-First Grade ... " 0 l i.l 0 11¼ No change

Second Grade ... " 0 S;} 0 8.} + 0 0�
Cheese-Golden Spray ... " 1 7 1 u{ - u u�
Lard ... ... " 0 ll¾ 0 11¾ No change 
Fresh Milk ... qun,rt 0 5J 0 6 + 0 0<'. 
Condensed Milk ... ... l lb. tin 0 uf 0 11¼ No change 
Bread ... .. . 2 lb.loaf 5{ 0 5 - 0 Ot.Flour-Household ... 14 lbs. 2 tl{ 2 7J - 0 0" ... ;,Oatmeal ... ... ,. 3 (i 3 51- - 0 O¼
Rice-R,mguou ... ... lb. 0 4- 0 4 No change 

Java ... ... " u 51 0 51 No change·· 
Potatoes ... ... . .. 14 lbs . 1 2¾ 1 41; +o 2 
Tea-Best ... ... Jb. 3 9¾ 3 10\¼ +o O½

Cheapest ... ... " 2 7 2 7¼ + 0 OtSugar ... ... ... " 0 7¼ 0 7t No change 
Jam-Strawberry ... . .. lib.pot 1 2t l 2¼ No change 

During the three months from October to January it will be 

seen from the above Table that prices in the Foocl Gronp rose in 

the case of only 10 out of the 36 articles listed, bnt as the :influence 

of the expenditme '' weights '' w,as considerably greater in these 
10 articles than in the remaining 26 articles (17 of which sho,ved 

a decrease a,nd \1 no change) an advance of six point· is noted in 
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tl 1e Food Group. The pric:es of [ at ·ho"·ed the usual seasonal 

fa 11, but the corre:ponding s a. ona 1 i ncr ase in i.h l ri ·es of En-as, 

l\Tilk and B11tter had a greater inAuell(:"l-' on Lile Index 'umber for 

food. rr'he Tnclex .., Trnnhcrn f'or fornl almw, as (·rn11pilecl ,it t'ac-11 of' 

tlw t'IHjlliri(1S, 11'<'1'(' as f'o]Jo\\'s :-

I) \TJ.:

.11ily, 101 t 
)far<·l1, I 9:.B 
June, rn:2.:2. 
Odober, l \J:2.:3 

I ;,..rn,;:-. K1>. 
l()(l 

1\)1 
I, ':3 
!:Hi 

.r :111 Ha ry' I \):,.!:3 I \)t-, 

s\pril, ,nn lo:l 
.J II l X, L9:2.3 I :2. 
klober, 10:.:33 100 

January, ]924 196 

The Index �umber for Clothing (100 in July, 1914) fell from 

177 in October, 1923, to 17 4 in January, 1924. Decrease in 

prices in J anuar as compared with October were registered in 

1(i ont of the 23 article listed in tbe 'lothing roup. The de­

ncnse,;, however, were . wall ancl had the effed of de -rea ing tl1 

o·cneral Cost of ]Jiving Ind x Xurnber by only linlf a point.· The

change, in this group a rec:orcled w re :-Prom JuJ1e to October,

HJ:22, a fall o( J .6 pl'r cent.; from Oc-tob r, HJ:2.:2, to January,

10'23, a fall of 2.1 per cent.; from hnnary to . priJ, 1923, a fall

of :2.5 per cent.: from .April to .July, 1923 a fall f 2.9 per cent.;

July to ctober, 192:3, an increaRe of 2.J per ce11/:.; and from

October 7028 to ,Jant1ary. 19:3-!, a decrease of 1.\1 per cent.

Compared ,,·ith Oc:tober tl1e Fuel and Light Group in Januar.v 

·howed a decrei:rne, amounting to l. per cenl. 'l'be average

pric s for coal a ncl o·as ,,·ern lo,,·er, while the price of paraffin oil

sl 1owecl a small increa e.

){etm·nf; of c:omparative rent!:i are obtained only aL e\'ery second 

Cost of LiYing l1�nguir. , and those re ·eived f'or Jan11ar_v HH+ 

show u sliaht in ·rna. a111ou11ting to O . .J per c1•1lf. compared with 

Jnly, 19:28. From mid-June, Hl22 to micl-,Januar�·. lQ:23, ther 

,,·as an inc:reaF:e of 0. prr crnt.; from n.1i.cl-.January, 19-23 to 

n_1icl-J11ly, 19:23, ther was a, fall oJ' O.G per ce11t. 'l'hc ·hange 

between Jun , H):22, and January, 1924, was 0.6 per cent. 

rnnease. 

(�20. I \Vt. G37S :1. 500. 2 ':!4. FALC0)IER. u a. 
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Cost of Living Index Number. 

MID-JULY, 1924. 

Increase from Mid-July 1914 to Mid-July J 924 = 83 per cent. 

The following Table shows the ost of Living Inclex N umbeTS 
in Saorstat Ei:reaun ancl in Great Britain at quarterly intervals in 
1922, 1923 and 1924. 

(Basis :-July, 1914 = 100.) 

SAORSTAT EIREANN G�EAT BRITAIN 
Month* ----

1922 1923 1924 1922 1923 1924 

January . . .  t 190 188 192 178 177 
April . . . 191:j: 181 178 182 174 173 
July . . . . 185§ 180 183 184 169 170 
Oct.obe r ... 189 186 178 175 

The following Table which shows the percentage Annual 
Changes calculated from the above figures indicates that the 
Annual Movements in the Cost of Living have been in the same 
diJ:ection in the two countrie since the spring of 1922. 

Percentage Annual Changes in Cost of Living Index Number. 

SAORSTA'!' GREAT SAORSTAT GREAT 
- EmEANN BRITAIN - EIREANN BRITAIN 

1922 1923 %
o· 
/0 1923 1924 % % 

Jan. to Ja.n ... t - 7.3 Ja.n to Jan. ... - 1.1 - 0.0
April ,, April ... - 5,21'1' - 4.4 April ,, April ... - 1.7 - 0.6
July ,, July ... - 2.7tt - . 2 July ,, July ... + 1.7 + 0.6
Oct. ,, Oct. - 1.6 - 1.7

The following figures, ,�rhich also have been calculated from 
the fu: t Table, show that quarterly movements ha.ve not in­
variably been in the same direction in the two countries. 

Percentage Quarterly Changes in· Cost of Living Index Number. 

SAORSTAT EIREA.NN GRE�T BRI'J'A.IN 
Quarter 

1922 1923 1924 1922 1923 1924 

% % % % % Jan. to April t - 4.7 -5.3 - 5.2 - 2.2 -2,3
April ,, July - 3,111 - 0.6 +2.8 +1.1 - 2.9 - 1.7
July ,, Oct. + 2.2,r + 3.3 - 3.3 +3.6
Oct. ,, Ja.n._ +0.5 I 

+1.1 0.0 +1.l ' 

* The figures £or Saorstat Eireann refer to the middle of the .month,
those fot Great Britain •to the fi rst or the month. -j- Not available. ::: March, 1922. § June, 1922.

H March, 1922; to April, 1923. t! June, 1922, to July, 1923 
II March to Jnne. 1"i ,Tune to October. 
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The increa. e in the Cm,t of Living Index Number for Saorstat 
Eireann from 17 in mid-April, 1924, to 183 in mid-July, an 
increase of 5 points or of 2.8 per cent. resulted from an increase 
of 2.8 per ce11t. in the retail price of food, 4.2 per cent. in clothing, 
2.6 per ceiit. in fuel and light and 1.6 ver cent. in " sundries " 
and a decrease of 0.2 ,per cent. in rent. The m-0re important 
price changes were the increases in the retail prices of eggs, 
potatoes, butter and bacon, and the decreases in the retail prices 
of ruilk, sugar and tea. Boots increa. ed in price by 8.6 per cent., 
otber clothing by 3.1 per cent. The retail price of candles rose 
by 10 per cent., other articles in the fuel a11d light group by 2 per 
cent. The retail pri ·e -0f soap increased by 2.3 per cent., other 
articles in . the " Slmclries '· group by l. 6 per cent. 

,¥hile the increased prices of eo-gs, potatoes, butter and bacon 
tended to rai. e the ost of Living by 2.8 per cent. and the in­
creased prices of boots, soap and ·andles tended to raise it by 0.3 
per cent., the decreased prices of ea and sugar tended to lower the 
Cost of Living by 0.5 per cenl. and the decreased price of fresh 
ruilk tended to lower it by 0.H per cent. The resultant of these 
and other ·hanges in retail prices was as stated, an increase in 
tbe Co t of Living of 2.8 per cent. from mid-April to mid-July. 

The following -were the average retail prices of the principal 
a,rticles of food :-

-

Beef-Sirloin .. . . . .
Shoulder . . . ... 
Corned Bril:lket ... 
Neck -·· ... 
Liver . . .

Mutton-Leg , .. .. . 

Neck . . .  .. , 

Bacon- Irish Streaky . . .

Irish Shoulder . . .

American Strea.kv ...
American Shoulder 
Pigs' Heads . . .

Fresh Pork -Shoulder . . .

Pork Sausages 
Fish-Red Herring. 

Fresh Herrings 
Cod Steak 

Eggs . .. 

utter-Irish Creamery B 

Ma, 
Irish Farmers' 

rgarine-Firat Grade 
Second Grade 

heese-Golden Spray C 
L 
F 
C 
B 
F 

ard ...
•resh Milk 
ondenscd Ilfilk . .. 

read . . . 

'1our-Household ... 

. .. 

... 

... 

. . .

... 
. . .

. .. 

... 

. . .

. . , 

. .. 

. . .

. .. 

. .. 

Per 

lb. 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
., 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

doz. 
" 

lb. 
doz. 
lb. 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

quart 
l lb. tin
2lb.loaf
14 lbs. 

I 

A VERA GE PRICES Change in aver-
age price in mid. 
July, 1924, com-
pared with mid-

Mid-April }Iicl .. J uly. April, 1924. 
Increaije ( +) 

1924 192-1 Decrease (-) 

s. d. s. d. s. d. 
l 3¾ l 4 + 0 01
1 O¼ l O½ + 0 O¼
0 10¼ 0 10½ No change 
0 9¾ 0 9¾ No ch1L11ge 
0 7 0 7½ + 0 O½
1 5± 1 ,j -0 Ot
1 O¾ 1 O½ -0 O!
l 4,1. 1 6¾ + 0 l¼
0 11¾ 1 0,1. + 0 Ot
l O½ 1 o¾ + 0 Ot
0 9! 0 9¾ +o Ot
0 5¼ 0 5¾ + 0 Ot;
1 l! l 21 + 0 Oi·
1 I¾ 1 1,1. -0 O!
l 7¾ 1 7! No change 
2 Ot 2 1 +o Ot
1 3¼ 1 3¼ No change 
l 3¾ 1 9 +'O 5¼
l 8¾

I 
1 10¾ + 0 2

I 7 1 7½ + 0 O½
0 11¼ ! 0 11¼ No change
0 8½ 0 8{ +o Ot
1 5¼ 1 6 +o O½
0 11! 0 11¾ No change 
0 6 0 5 -0 I
0 11¼ 0 11½ +o Ol
0 5 0 J, No. change 
2 7¾ 2 7½ -·- 0 0!



4 

I 
I AVERAGE PRICE Change in aver 
I age price in mid 
I 

Per July, 1924, corn-- ! 
i pared wi t,h mi cl 
I Mid-April Mid-July April, 1924 

. Increase ( +)
1924 192-! Decrease (-) 

Oatmeal ... . . . " 3 5¾ 3 6 + 0 Ot
Rice-Rangoon ... ... lb. 0 � 0 4¼ +o Ot

Java . . . . . . " 0 5¾ 0 5¾ No change 
Pot.a.toes ... . .. . . . 14 lbs. 1 7¼ 2 o* +o 5¼
Tea-.Best ... .. , lb. 3 JO 3 t -0 l¾ 

. Cheapest ... ... " 2 7 2 Gt -0 Of
Sugar ... ... ... " 0 7¼ 0 6¾ -· 0 O½
Jam-Strawberry .. . ... lib. pot l 2t 1 2½ + 0 Ot

Dming the three month from April to July it will be. een from 
tbe above Table tlmt prices in the Food Group rose in the case 
oi 20 and fell in 8 of the 36 arti ·le. listed. The reRult was n,n 
increase from J O to 185 in the Tndex Number fm: the i ood Grnup 
from mid-April to mid-July. 

The Index J: umbers for food alone, as compiled at each of tLe 
enquiries, ,,ere a. follow. :-

DATE INDEX No. DA'rE I�DEX .J: 0. 

July, 1914 100 July, 1923 182 
l\Iarcb, 1922, 191 October, 19:23 rno 

June, 1922 185 January, J924 HJG 

October, 1922 196 April, 1924 J80 
January, 1923 198 July, 1924 185 
April, 1923 183 

Increase. in prices in July as compared witb .\pril were 
regi. ternd in 19 out of 23 articles li ted in the lothing Group. 
The ·banges in this group as recorded, were :-from NJ:ar ·h to 
June, 1922, a fall of 2.2 per cent.; from June to October 1922, a 
fall of 1.6 per cent.; from October, 1922, to January, 1923, a fall 
of 2.1 pe1· cent.; from January to April, 1923, a fall of 2.5 ve1· 
cent.; from April to July, 1923, a fall of 2.9 per cent.; Jnly to 
October, �923, au increase of 2.4 per cent.; from October, 1923, 

•: to January, 1924, a decrease of 1.9 per cent.; from January to 
April, 1924, an increase of 0.8 per cent.; from April to July an 
increase of 4.2 per cent. Fro1n April to July the price of boots 
increased by 8.6 per cent.; other clothing by 3.1 per c nt. 

,Returns of comparative-rents m:e obta.ined only at every second 
Co. t of Living Inquiry. The returns showed an increase of 0.8 
per cent.. from June, 1922, to January, 1923, a fall of 0.6 per 
cent. from January to July, 1923, then an increase of 0.4 per cent. 
to Januai-y 1924, followed by a. decrnase of 0.2 per cent. to July, 
1924. 

(911.) Wt. 2ll9 /850, 3. 375. 8/24. FALCONER. G. 5. 
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Cast of Living Index Number. 
MID-OCTOBER, 1924a 

Increase from Mid-July 1914 to Mid-Oct., 1924 = 93 per cent. 

There haR l>een a u1urk cl upwanl movement in , 'aorsMt, Eireann in the aYerage level of retail I rices during the . ix rnontlu, period 1\ pri I t October, 1924. From rn icl-A pril to mid-J nly tlie1·e ,rn, un increase of 5 po-i11Ls in tbe C'ost of LiYing lndex Knmber, and from mid-,July to mid-October there wnR a l'm1l1 1· ri,·e or 10 points or 5.5 per (·cnl. Thi. upward tendency ir-; ali-;o re,·eal ll in the British C'o. t of Living Jnclex Jumber wl1ich lias regiRtere<l a rise of 10 po·ints a between Lt July an 11 t Kove1uber, Hl:l�. The following Tables show (]) th C.'oRt of Living Index. Nnmbers, (2) the Pen;entacre ..:\nnual Clrnnge,-;, and (3) the Per­centao·e OiiarterJy Cbanges in 8aorstM l�u· ann anc1 in c: reat Britain at quarterly interval8 in Hl:J2, 10:l;3 n,ncl l0'2-.1. 

Month* 

(1) Cost of Living Index Numbers.

(Basis :-July, 19H= 100.)

8,\0RSTA'l' Enu:AXS GR�:.vr Bmt'.\L> 

--l;;;r---;;;--- --- Hl24 -· - 1!)22 �!23 -1-�92-! 
January April July October 

t ---
1- �-188- --- 192 --178-/- 177 ---19lt 181 17 182 17.J. ]73185§ 180 1 3 I 18-! ]61! I 170 189 186 193 17 175 170 

I I (2) Percentage Annual Changes in Cost of Living Index Numbet•,
--- '.\ORS'l'A'r Gm:.1·1· - 8.IOllSTA'l' (.: l!l,,lc 'J' 

EIBEANN BllITAIX Ernt:A:i-x BRl'UU-

1922 1923 0 0 HJ23 192+ 0 ll 

() ·n ,, 0 

Jan. to Jan ... 'i' - 7.3 Jan to Jan. ... - l.l - O.G April ,, April ... - 5.2H - 4.4 April ,, April ... - 1.7 - 0.6 July " July ... - 2.7H - 8.2 July ,, July ... + 1.7 + O.G Oct. ,, Oct. - 1.6 - 1.7 Oct. " Oct. ... +:i.8 I +o.o (3) Percentage Quarterly Changes in Cost of Living Index Numbe1•.
SaORSTA.'r EmEaxx Giu:.n· BRIT.11x Quarter -- ----- --1922 19.23 1924 1022 1923 1U24 

-
0/ 

'to '}o 0 0 0 
IQ ,, n Jan. to April t - 4.7 - 5.3 - 5.2 - 2.2 -2.3April " July - 3.111 - 0.6 +2.8 + l.l - 2.9 - 1.7July ,, Oct. + 2.2,r + 3.3 +5.5 - 3.3 +3.u + 3.5Oct. ,, Jan. +o.5 I +1.1 o.u +1.l* The figures for aorstat Ei reanu refet· to the middle oi the mon tli,those for Great Britain to the fo;;t of the month. + Not avai.lable.! March, 1922. § .June, 192.2.H March, 1922, to April, 1923. !t June, 1922, to July, 1923,

II l\Iarch to June. •· .June lo Oetober.
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There wa:a; ai1 inc:rease of .:l per ce11t. in the retail price of· 
food, J.O per c:e11l. in ·lathing, 1.1 vcr ce11t. in [u land light and 
1.1 µer cr•11t. in ·· sundries... Th more important price c:hanges 
were lhe inci-easeR in tlie retail pri ies of eggs, buttei-, fr sil milk, 
bread, fl.011r ancl bacon, �rncl the clecrea. e in the retail price of
potatoeR. Boots increa. eel in pric by 4.3 7Jer cent., other clothing 
by 1...J per cent. The retail price o[ candle. rn. e b�-- 4.S:J per cent., 
c·oa I by l.] 7Jer c·mt., other articles in the fuel and light group 1 y 
0.7 p<'r cent. The retail pric:e o[ soap increased by O.G ])<'1' cent., 
other article.- in the" i-lllnclri .- ·, group by 4.!5 J>C'r cent.

,Yhile the io.neaRed price:-. of eggs, lrntter, fresl1 milk, breac1, 
flour and hac:on tencle<l to rai, th ost of' Living by 5.G 7Jl'r c:e11t., 
:-wd tli irn·rea. eel pric s of boois, soap and candle,· tended to rai. e 
it b�1 U.� per ceul., the clecreasec1 price of potatoes tenc1ec1 to lo�ver 
the 'ost of Living by l.3 prr gent. The reR11ltant of these a ncl 
other chang s in retail pricesfaas, as ,-talecl, an increa:e in the 
Cost of Living of 5.5 eer cenf. from mid-July to mi.cl-October. 

During tlte thr>e months from , Jnly to O tober it will be seen 
frnm the 'l'able on the next page that prices iu the Food Group 
rose in the l•use of 2.4 a ncl l"ell in :1 of the 36 a rtieles list cl. The 
resnlt wa,-, an in(;J'eaRe froni 185 to :.WO in the lndex Kurnber for 
the l!'ood Oroup from rnid-,Ju ly to rnic1-October. 

Tile Lnd x Numbers for Food alone, as compiled at each of the 
enquirie,-,, \\'ere as follows:-

D.\TE l:XDE:X );o. DA'l'E l;-,;-oEx: _ro. 
J11ly, 191.J: 100 July, 1923 1 2 
March, 1922 191 October, 1923 190 
June, 1922 185 January, 1924 196 
October, 1922 196 April, 1924 180 
January, 1923 198 July, ]924 185 
_April, 192.3 183 October, 1924 200 

In the clothing group in ·rease.- in pri ·e.- in October u.- com­
pa-recl with July were registered in 18 out of -23 articles listed. 
The ·hanges in this grollp as recorded were :-from March to 
,June, ]92.2., a fall of 2 . .<i per cent.; from June to October, 1922, a, 
fall of 1.6 per cent; from O ·tober, 1922, to January, 1923, a fall 
of :2.J 71er cent.: l'rom January to April, 1923, a fall of 2.5 ver 
c 0nt.; from April to July, Hl:23, cl fall of 2..9 per cent.; JL1ly to 
Oc;tober, 19:23, an increa ·e ot J.4 per ce11t.; from O ·tober 1923, 
to January, 1924, a c1e ·rease of 1. 9 ver cent. ; from J anuar. · to 
April, HlJ4-, an increase of 0.' ver cent.: from April to July an 
increa.e of 4-.:2 ])f'r cenl.; from July to October, 1924, an increa.e 
of 2.0 per ce1d. From July to October the price of boots increased 
by 4.8 per <;ent.: other clothing by 1.4 per cent.



The following were 
articles of food : --

Beef- 'irloin Shoulder Corned Brisket Neck Liver Mutton-Leg Neck Bacon- Irish Streaky Irish Shoulder America,n Streaky America,n Shoulder Pigs' Heads .Fresh Pork -Shoulder Pork Sausages Fish-Red Herrings ... Fresh Herrings Cod Steak Eggs Butter-£rish Creamery Irish Farmers' lfarga,rine-First Grade Second Grade Cheese-Golden Spray Lard F1·esh Milk Condensed Milk Bread Flour-Household Oatmeal Rice-Rangoon Java Potatoes ... Tea-Best Cheapest Sugar ,Jam-Strawberry 

4-

the average retail pnc:e 

AVERAGE PRI E, Per Mid-July. l!J24 s. d.lb. 1 4 
1 O{0 10½ 0 O¾ 0 71� 
1 5 1 oi
1 6¾ 
1 O½ 
1 O¾ 0 9¾ 0 5�.

" 1 2;} 
" 1 H doz. 1 7j 

lb'. 
2 1 
1 3¼ doz. 1 9 lb. 1 lOJ 
l 7l
0 llf 
0 sa. 

.. 

1 6 
" 0 11¾ I qnart 0 5 l lb. tin 0 11{ 2lb.loaf 0 5 14 lbs. 2 7}lb'. 3 tj 0 4-} 
" 0 51 14 lbs. ,, o.�lb. 3 sf 

2 6¼ llb.'pot 0 e,1 
l 2½

I 

)Iicl -Oct. 1924 s. cl. 
l 3:i

f 

l O;l0 10), 0 9} 0 7¾
l ,) 

1 OA 
l 7{
I 1 
1 2 0 IOt 0 6 
I 3 
I l" 

l 

l 8 2 11 
l 4 

2 81 
2 2I 
l ll¼
0 11¼0 8¾
1 6 
1 0 0 6 0 ll'l 
0 5!.2 11� 
3 !1 0 41 0 6 
J 6 
3 9!/: 
2 7¼ 
0 6¾ 
1 2" 

.J 

(1288.) \V•U3 52-1546. 3. ;J75. 11/2.J.. F.11.COXEll. U.9. 

of the principal 

Change in ,�vcr-age price in mid-OcL., l!l2+, corn-pa,red with mid-Jul.v, l!l24-. IncreaRe ( +) D!'c1·case (-) s. cl. 
-0 O¼-0 O¼No l'liangeNo change 
+ 0 O¼No change 
No change
+ 0 ].\
+ 0 or
+ 0 l¼
+ 0 01
+o O;}
+o Of
+ 0 O!
+ 0 O¼
+ 0 0.\-
+ 0 0,;_ 

,,

+ 0 11!, 
+ 0 31
+ 0 3:i..,No change No changeNo change
+ 0 O¼
+ 0 l 
+o O¼
+ 0 0�
+ 0 4
+o 11 No change
+ 0 O}
-0 6½
+o 11·
+ 0 1 No c:hange
+ 0 O¼



SAORST AT EIREANN. 

DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRY & COMMERCE 

REPORT 

ON 'l'HE 

COST OF LIVING 

MID-JANUARY, 1925 

DUBLIN: 

PUBLISHED BY THE STATIONERY OFFICE 

To be pmchased through Messrs. EASON & SoN, LTD_ 
40 and 41 Lower O'Connell Street, Dublin. 

Price Twopence. 



.. 

Cost of Living Index Number. 

MID-JANUARY, 1925. 

Increase from Mid-July 1914 to Mid-Jan, 1925 = 95 per cent. 

J:"OLLOWING on the ma,rked upward movement in Saorstu,t Eireaun 
in the average level of retail prices during the three months perioJ 
July to October, 19:34, a farther increase is recorded in the period 
October, 19'24, to J auuary, ]925. From mid-July to mid-October 
there was an increase of 10 points in the Cost of Living Index 
lumber, and from mid-October to mid-January there was a 

further rise of 2 point. or 1.0 per cent. 'rhis upward tendency, 
which is seasonal, is also revealed in the British Cost of Living 
Index Number, which has registered a. rise of 10 points as betvrnen 
1st July, 1924, and. 1st January, 19'25. 

The following Tables show (1) the Cost of Living Index 
Numbers, ('2) the Percenta.ge Annual Changes, and (3) the Per­
centage Quarterly Changes in Saorstat Eireann and in Great 
Britain at quarterly intervals in 1922, 1923, 19:24 and 19:25. 

(1) Cost of Living Index Numbers.

(Basls:-July, 19111=100.)

SAORSTA'l' EIREANN GREA'r BRITAIN 

Month* --- --- --- --- -- --- ------

1922 1923 1924 1925 l 22 1923 1924 1925
--- ---- --- ---- --- ---- --

Janmuy , .. t 190 188 195 192 178 177 180 
April ... 19lt 181 178 l:;2 174 173 
July ... 185§ 180 183 [84 169 170 
October ... 189 186 193 178 175 176 

(2) Percentage Annual Changes in Cost of Living Index Number.

SAORSTAT GREA'l' SAORS'l'A'l.' GREAT -
EIREANN BRITAIN 

-

EIBEANN BRITAIN 

1922 1923 % % 1923 1924 % 
Jan. to Jan ... t - 7.3 , Jan to Jan. ... - 1.1 - 0.6
April ,, April ... - 5.2tt - 4.4 .A April ,, April ... - 1.7 - 0.6
July " July ... - 2.7H - 8.2 y July ., July ... +1.7 + 0.6
Oot. " Oct. - 1.6 . - 1.7 Im. Oct. ,, Oct. ... + 3.8 + 0.6

lit. 1924 1925 
I Jan. to Jan . ... + 3.7 + 1.7

(3) Percentage Quarterly Changes in Cost· of Living Index Number.

SAORS'l'A'l' EmEANN 
I 

GRliA'l' BlU'l',\IN 

Quarter ---
1922 1923 1024 1922 1923 1924 

-

% % 
0/ 

%
0/ 

% /0 /0 

Jan. to April t - 4.7 -5.3 - 5.2 - 2.2 -2.3
April ,, July - 3.111 - 0.6 +2.8 + 1.1 - 2.9 - 1.7
J'uly ., Oct. +2.2� + 3.3 + 5.5 - 3.3 + 3.6 + 3.5 

Oct. ,, Jan. +o.5
I 

+ 1.1 + 1.0 0.0 +1.1 + 2.3
* The figures for Saorstat Eireann refer to the middle of the month,

thotie for Great Britain to the first of the month. + Not ava.ilable.
! March, 1922. § June, 1922.
tt March, 1922, to April, 1923. H June, 1922, to July, 1923. 
II March to June. 1 June, to October. 
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ln January, 19:25, as compared ·with October, 19:24, there ·was 
a.n increase of 1.5 per cent. in the retail price of food, 2.8 per cent.
in clothing, and 0. 7 per cent. in .. sundries." On the other hand 
a decrease is recorded in the fuel and light grnup of 1.4 per ceHt.
and in the rent grnup of 0.2 ver cent. 'rhe more im.J_)ortant price 
changes were the increases iu the retail prices of butter, freRli 
milk, bread, flour and potatoes, and the decrna,,es in tbe retail 
prices of suga,r and eggs. Boots increased in price by 2 .4 per cent.,
other clothing by 2.3 per cent. The retail price of candles fell by 
4.4 per cent., coal by 1.5 per cent., other articles in the fuel and
light group by 1.0 per cent. The retail price of ,;oap decrea. ec1 
by l. 7 per cent., whereas otber articles in the " sundrie. " group 
increased by 0.9 ver cent.

\�l.hile the increased prices of butter, fresli milk, bread, flou1· 
c1,nd potatoe tended to raise the Cost of Living by l. l per cent.,
and the increased prices of boot and other clothing tended to L·aific 
it by 0.4 per cent., the decreased i:i.ricer-. of sngar and eggs temlec1 
to lower the Cost of Living by

�
.3 per cent. The resultant oi' 

�hese ::m;l oth�r C?,�nges _in retail )ri ··es was, as _::;tnted, un increUfil'
rn the Cost of L1vmg of 1 .0 pe · cent. from m1d-Octol>er to 1md­
J anuary. 

During the three months from October to J amiary it will IJe­
seen from the Table on the ue�t page that pri es iu the Food 
Group rose in the case of 18 and f.ell in 10 of the 36 articles Ii. ted. 
The result was an increase from '200 to :203 in the Tndex Number 
for the Food Group from mid-October to rnid-J anuary. 

The Index �umbers for Food alone, as compiled at each of the 
enquiries, were as follows:-

DATE INDEX No. DATE lNDEX No. 
July, 1914 100 October, 19:23 rno 

March, 1922 191 January, 19:3.J 196 
June, 1922 185 April, 1924 180 
October, 1922 196 July, 1924 185 

January, 1923 198 October, 1924 200 
April, 1923 183 January, t9:25 �03 
July, 1923 182 

In the clothing group increases iu prices in January as com­
pared with October' were registered in 2:Z out of \:l3 articles listed. 
The changes in this group as recorded were :-from March to 
June, 1922, a fall of 2.:2 per Gent.; from "June to October, 1922, Ui 

fall of 1.6 per Gent.; from Oc:tol.ier, 19:2\:l, to January, 19:23, a fall 
of 2.1 ver cenl.; from January to April, 1923, a fall of 2.5 ver
cent.; from April to July, 19:23, a fall of '2.9 pe·r cent.; July to 
October, 19'23, an increase oI 2.4 per cent.; from October, 19:23, 
to January, 1924, a decrease of 1.9 per cent.; from January to 
\pril, 1924, an increase of 0.8 ver cent.; from April to July an 

increase of 4.2 tJer cent.; from July to October, 192,4, an increase 
of 2.0 per cenl;., and from October,· 1924, to January, 19:25, an 
increase of 2.3 per cent. From October to January the price of 
boots increased by 2.4 ver cent.; other clothing by 2.3 ver cent.
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Returns of comparative rents are obtained only at ever· second 
Cost of Living enquiry. The return. showed an increase of 0. 
per cent. from Jnne, l922, to Jannary Hl23; a fall of 0.6 per 
ceiit. from January to Jul, , 19g3; an increase of O . .J per cenl. 
from July, 1923, to January, HJ:2-1: then a fall of O.:?r per ce11/. 
f'rnm January to July, J924, follo,Yed h)· a !'all of O.l per cent. 
l'rom ,Tuly, 19:24, to January, l92i5. 

'I'be folJon-ing were the average reta i I price. of the principal 
articles of food :-

-

Beef-Sirloin ... ... Shoulder ... ... 
Cornetl Brisket ... 
Neck ... ... 
Liver .. .  

Mutton-Leg ... ... 
Neck ... ... 

Bacon- Irislt Streaky ... 
Irish Shoulder ... 
American Streaky ...
.American Shoulder 
Pigs' Heads ... 

.Fresh Pork -Shoulder ... 
Pork Sausages 

Fish-Red Herrings 
Fresh .Herrings 
Cod Steak 

Eggs ... 
Butter-J1-ish Creamery 

It·ish Farmers' 
ai·garine-First Grade M 

C 

]! 

Second Grade 
heese-Golden Spray 

Lard ... 
rresh Milk 
Condensed Milk ... 
Bread ... 

lour-Household ... F 

R 

p 

Oatmeal 
ice-Rangoon 

Java 
otatoes ...

rea-Best 
Cheapest 

ugar ... s 

J am-Strawberry 

... 

... 
... 
... 
... 
... 
... 
... 

... 

... 
... 
... 
... 
... 
... 
... 
... 
... 
... 
. .. 
... 
... 
... 
. .. 
... 
. .. 
... 
... 
. .. 
... 

Per 

lb. 
" 
" 

" 

" 
"
., 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
,, 

doz. 
..lb. 

doz. 
lb. 

,,
.. 

,, 

" 

" quart 
l lb. tin
2lb.Ioaf 
14 lbs. 

lb'. 
" 14 lbs. 

,]b. 
" 

llb.'pot 

I 

AVERAGE PRICES 

Mid-Oct. Mid-Jan .. 

1924 1925 

s. d. s. d. 
l 3,1 1 4 
1 O¾ 1 O¼
0 ]0! 0 10£-
0 Of 0 9¾ 0 7l 0 7¾ 
1 5 1 5¼ 
l Ot 1 0:i_ 
1 7¼ 1 7:l1 l 1 lj 
l 2 l l¼
0 lOJ 0 10¼ 
0 6 0 6{ 
l :l I 3J 1 ll- 1 lf
l 8 I 7¼
2 l½ 2 l? 1 4 1 4¼ 2 8! 2 81• 
., u :l 2?, 
l 11-i 1 11{ 
0 11.} OlU 
0 s,i 0 s{
l 6 I 6 
1 0 I Oi0 6 0 6!-
0 11¾ 0 11{ 
0 ijl 0 5} 2 11¼ 3 Oi3 7f- 3 8� 
0 4i 0 4 
0 6 0 5¾ 
l (j 1 -6A 
3 9¾ 3 of
2 7i 2 7J 
0 6¾ 0 61 1 2,1 I 2! 

(73). \\'r. 5153. �- 375. 2/2:i. FALCO�ER. G.9. 

Cha.nge in aver-
age price in mid. 
Jan., 1925, corn-
pared with mid• 
Oct., 1924. 
Increase ( +)
Dem·ease (-) 

s. d. 
+o O¼
No change
+o Ot 
No change 
No change 
+ 0 Ot
+ 0 Ot No change 
+o 0:1-
-0 O"
-0 Oi
+ 0 Ol
+o O¼
No change
-0 O¾
+ 0 Ot
+ 0 Ot
-U U! No change 
+ 0 Q,1-
+ 0 ofNo change 
No c·hange 
+ 0 O,t 
+ 0 oi-0 O¼+ 0 O¼
+ 0 li+ 0 1 
-0 O.}
-0 Ot
+ 0 O¼
-0 of
+o OJ 
-0 O!·
-0 of



SAORSTAT EIREANNo 

DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRY & COMMERCE 

REPORT 

COST OF LIVING-

MID-APRIL, 1925 

DUBLIN: 

PUBLISHED BY THE STATIONERY OFFICE 

To be purchased through Messrs. EASON & SON, LTD. 

40 and 41 Lower O'Connell Street, Dublin. 

Prier- Twopence. 



Cost of Living Index Number. 
MID-APRIL, 1925. 

Increase from Mid-July 1914 to Mid-April, 1925 = 88 per cent. 

The folJowing are the Co tof Living lndex Jumbers for Saorstat 
1':ireann and Great Britain and Northern Ireland:-

Month* 
1922 

January ... t 
April ... 19lt 
July ... 185t 
October ... 189 

(Basis :-July, 1914= 100.) 

SAORS'l'A 1• ErnEANN 
-------

1923 1024 1925 
---------

190 18 195 
181 178 188 
180 183 
186 193 

GRlsA1' Blll'l'A.IN AND 
NORTKERN !BELAND 

---,-_!022 1�_1924 1925 

192 178 177 180 
182 174 173 175 
184 169 170 
178 175 17G 

The above index numbers being mainly dependent on food 
price , . bow regular sea. anal change , decrea, ing from January 
to July and incrnasing from July to January, as wiJl be seen from 
the next table, which hows the percentage change. in each quar­
ter of tbe year. 

, AORSTAl' ElREANN GREAT BRI'fAIN Mm 

Period* ------------ I_� OR'l'HERN __!=LAKD

1922 1923 1924 1925 1922 1923 I 1924 1925 
---- --- ----

% % % % % %
QI 

% 
I 

/0 

Jan. to Ap1·iJ ... t - 4.7 - 5.3 - 3.6 - 5.2 - 2.2 - 2.3 - 2.
April to July ... - 3.lt - O.ti + 2.8 I + 1.1 - 2.9 ·- 1.7 
July to Oct. ... + 2.2t + 3,3 + 5.5 - 3.3 + 3.6 + 3,5
Oct. to Jan. ... + 0.5 + 1.1 + 1.0 0.0 + 1.1 + 2.3 

The index numbers foT food [alone] were:-

Month* 

SAORS'J'AT EIRlMNN G1rnA1' BnrrAIN ,, "D 
N 0R'l'HERN IRELAND 

1922 I 1923 _1924 __1 025 1922 I I 023 _1924 _1925 

January t 108 106 203 185 175 175 178 
April 191 t 183 180 191 173 168 167 170 
July 185t 182 185 180 162 162 
October 196 190 200 172 172 172 

These index numbers for cost of living and for food [alone] must 
not q.e taken as indicating th(Lt retail prices are ]Jigber in Saorstat 
:£iJ:eann than in Great Britain; tbey how only tbat retail price. 
have risen more in the former than in the latter COlmtry since 
July, 1914. 

The prices of some of the commodities influencing the ·ost of 
living index number show no seasonal changes. The retail 
price of bacon decreased continuou ly from Mar ·b, 1922, to pril, 

* The figurns for Saorstat Eireann refer to the middle of the mouth, those for 
Great Britain and Northern I1·eland to the first of the month. 

t The first two cost of living index numbers compiled for Saorstat Eireann 
referred to M:arcb [not April] and to June [not July], 1922, 
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1924, and then increased to April, 1925; bread and flour fell to 
July, 1924, and then increased to April, 1925. Sug(l!J· and tea
increased to April, 1924, and then dropped to April,, 19:25. Retail 
prices of boots and other cloth-ing moved in the other direction, 
decreasing to April, 1924, and then increasing to April, 19'25. 
Candles fell to January, and soap to April, 1924, and afterwards 
increased in price to April, 1925. 

'l'he retail prices of other commodities fluctuate more or less 
violently with the sea,sons, but the underlying movements clue to 
other causes can be observed eithf\r by considering· the averages 
for four consecutive inquiries or by comparing prioes at the same 
date in each year. The latter method is adopted in the following 
table, which shows that there was a downward trend in beef
prices to October, 1924, and then a change upwards; in rnutton
an upward movement to October, 1923, then downwards to July, 
1924, and then another movement upwards, and so on for the 
other articles. The ta,ble shows that the Saorstat and British cost 
of living index numbers moved continuously in the same direction 
-downwards to April, 1924, an then upwards.

Percentage changes in retail pr�es and in rent (figures in ordinary type 
represent increases, figures in itali,cs decreases):-

Beef ... 
Mutton ... 
Bacon ... 
Eggs ... 

Butter ... 

Milk ... 
Bread ... 
Flour ... 
Potatoes ... 
Sugar ... 
Tea ... 

Boots ... 

Other Clothing 
Candles ... 
Soap ... 
Rent ... 

Cos·.r OF LIVING 

INDEX No.: 
Sa.or tat Eireann 
Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland 

1922-1923 
--------

Mar. 
'22 to 
April 

'23

5.5 
3.0 

11.0 
22.5 
3.5 
7.0 
4.5 
6.2 

28.8 
24.0 
2.2 
9.3 
7.8 

22.4 
10.3_ 
* 

5.2 

4.4 

June Oct. 
'22 to· '22 to 
July Oct. 
'23 '23 

----

3.9 I 0.1 
0.3 3.2 

19.1 19.4 
6.4 I 16.4 
8.7 8.2 
3.6 3.6 
4.6 4.3 
6.2 5.1 
8.4 42.6 

23.5 17.3 
12.1 10.2 
11.9 8.6 
8.0 4.2 

18.5 12.3 
5.5 I 10.1 
0.2 I * 

' 
-----

2.7 1.6 

8.2 1.7 

1923-1924 1924--1925 -------
Jan. April July Oct. Jan. April 

'23 to '23 to '23 to '23 to '24 to '24 to 
Jan. April July Oct. Jan. April 
'24 '24 '24 '24 '25 '25

-- -- -- --- ----

4.4 6.4 4.7 3.4 1.9 4.2 
0.8 4.8 2.9 1.4 2.1 12.6 

22.7 22.0 13.3 0.8 8.4 18.6 
8.5 7.3 27.l 9.6 0.7 7.8 
3.9 12.4 12.5 13.1 0.9 14.2 
5.3 3.1 1.2 8.1 8,7 3.8 
5.7 6.0 5.6 6.4 12.4 19.1 
6.9 5.8 7.2 10.3 16.9 17.3 

69.1 96.5 36.4 21.7 10.5 12.8 
16.8 2.5 9.2 8.3 14.5 19.8 
6.6 2.0 1.3 1.2 0.6 1.3 
8.8 2.1 11.7 15.1 20.4 16.6 
3.9 1.5 4.1 2.7 7.0 7.9 
9.1 16.3 31.7 35.0 31.1 6.5 
7.3 2.9 1.2 2.6 0.6 0.3 
0.2 * 0.1 * 0.4 * 

------ ---- --

1.1 1.7 1.7 3.8 3.7 5.6 

0.6 0.6 O.li 0.6 1.7 1.2 
* Returns of rents are obtained only at every second �ost of living inquiry.

�he following table hows perhaps more s�tisfa.ctoril:i the imi­
lanty of the movements of the cost of living in the two countries. 
The figures represent the average oo t of living index num­
°?er for each four consecutive dates at which inquiries were made 
m the S1ao;rstat, and accordino-ly are influenced by high winter 
as well as by low summer prices. (T4e Briti b figures do not represent aver�ges of 12 consecutive monthly index figures, but of the 4 r<;ifernng to same dates as those for Saorsta,t Eireann.) 



�. 

4 Average index number for 12·ruonths _and including:
I 1923 � 1924 1925 

________ !, Jan. April July Oct . .!_�a1 . .April �uly �� Jan. 
1
�prilSaorstat Eireann 18 ¾ 186¼ 185 184¼ 1 3J 183 I 183i 1 5½ 187¼ j 189:tGreat Britain and NorthPrn Ireland ... 180½ 178;} 174!] 174 \ 173/} 173½ 173¾ 174 174¾

! 
175¼From the 12 months ended January, 1923, to the 12 months ended April, 1924, the Saorstat co t of living fell by 3.0 per cent., the British by 3.9 per cent.; but from the latter period to the lQ month · ended April, 1925, the Saor �nt figure increa ed by 3. 7per cent., the Briti ·h by 1.0 per cent. The following table shows average retail pri ·es in the to\\·ns (laTge and. mall) of , aorntat Eireann of the prin ·ipal articles of rood:-

I AVERAGE PRICES Change in aver-age price in mid. 
- Per April, 1925, com-pared with mid-Mid-Jan. Mid-April January, 1925. Increase ( +) ' 1925 1925 Decrease ( -) . 

s. cl. s. d. s. d.Beef-Sirloin ... ... lb. 1 4 1 4.¾ + 0 0iShoulder ... ... " 1 0¼ 1 0½ +o 0!Corned Brisket ... " 0 l0i 0 10¾ No changeNeck ... . ... " 0 9¾ 0 JO;!, + 0 Ot Liver . .. " 0 7¾ 0 7¾ No changeMutton-Leg ... ... " 1 5¼ 1 7¾ + 0 2;1,Neck ... ... ., 1 Oi} l 2 + 0 l¼ Bacon- Irish Streaky ... " 1 7¼ 1 8 + 0 01hish Shoulder ... " 1 l¼ 1 li + 0 OJ,.American Streaky ... " 1 l¼ 1 l¾ + 0 oJ.American Shoulder " 0 10! 0 10½ + 0 ofPigs' Heads ... " 0 6! 0 6¾ + 0 0½Fresh Pork -Shoulder ... " 1 :l,l, 1 4 + 0 0¾Pork Sausages " 1 l¾ 1 2 + 0 0¼;Fish-Red Herring . . . doz. 1 7¼ 1 7 - 0 0!-Fresh Herring ... " 2 q. 2 1 - 0 0¾Cod Steak ... lb. 1 4:1- 1 3�- - 0 0!
Eggs ... ... doz. 2 8¼ 1 5 - 1 3¼,-Butter-hish Creamery ... lb. 2 2½ 1 11¼.- - 0 3iIrish Farmers' ... ,, 1 ll,} 1 10 - 0 l¾Margarine-First Grade ... " 01n 0 lli- + 0 OiSecond Grade ... ., 0 Bi 0 8¾ No changeCheese-Golden Spray ... .. 1 6 1 6 No changeLard ... . .. " l Di 1 0½ + 0 0,tFresh Milk . . .  quart 0 6* 0 6¼ - 0 0¼Condensed Milk . . . ... l lb. tin o ui. 0 11¾ +o 01Bread · · ·1 ... 2lb.loaf 0 5¼ 0 ti + 0 0¼Flour-Household ... . . . 14 lbs. 3 0¾ 3 l¼; + 0 0½Oatmeal ... . .. " 3 ! 3 8¾ No change Rice-Rangoon ... ... lb. 0 4 0 4 No change Java ... ... 14 iiis . 0 5i/: 0 5¾ No change Pot.a.toes ... . .. ... 1 6} J 4i1: - 0 l¾Tea-Best ... . .. lb. 3 9½ 3 9 - 0 0½Cheapest ... ... 

., 
2 7-;\- 2 7 - 0 0?tSugar ... . .. ... " 0 6¼ 0 6 - 0 oi Jam-Strawberry ... ... lib. pot 1 2½ 1 2½ No thange(:119). \\ t. 61/2264. 3. 375. 5/25. FALCONER. G. 9. 
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Cost of Living Index Number. 

MID-JULY, 1925. 

··Increase from Mid�July 1914 to Mid-July, 1925 = 88 per cent.

'rhe following are the Cost of Living Index N umbern for Saorstat 
Eireann and Great Britain and Northern Ireland :-

(Basis :-July, 1914= 100.) 

i:,,\ORS'J.'A'P EIREAlOi Gm,.\'l' BRI'l'AIN AND 

NOR'l'l·U:1n, IBELAND Month* I ______ , 1922 ,_ 1923 -�92+ _1925 . _rn22 1923 I 1924 1925 
' January ... 
I 

t I 

HlO 18 195 l!J2 17 177 180 April , .. 19lt 181 178 188 182 174 173 175 July ... l 185t 180 183 188 18! 169 170 173 October I 189 186 193 178 175 176 
The above index numbers being mainly dependent on food 

prices, show regular seasonal ·hanges, decrnasi:ng from January 
to July and incre�si:ng from July' to January, as will be seen from 
the next table, which shows the percentaae cbanges in each quar­
ter of the year. 

Pe1'iod'' 
SAOHSTA'l' Eruli:AX� GREA'l' Blll'l'AIN AKD 

�Oll'l'HERK lRt!LAND 

1022 1923 I 1024 
I 

1925 19�2 1923 l!:)24 1925 
% % % % % %'%1% Jan. to April... t - 4.7 - 5.3 - 3.G - 5.2 - 2.2 I - 2.� - 2.8 ApriltoJuly ... 11 -:ut -0.61 +2.8 0.0 +1.1 -2.9 -l.1 -1.1July to Oct. .. . + 2.2-t + 3.3 + 5 . .i - 3.3 + 3.G I + 3.5 I Oct. to ,Tan. . .. I + 0.5 + 1.1 + J.O I 0.0 + l. l 2.:{ ----

The index numbers for food [alone] were:-

llfonth* 
G1mNt' Rnrr.u,, AND 

NOR:rt[l(R); !HEl,AXD 

rn22 1923 192i j 1925 i 1922 I rn23 1924 rn25 
.January t 198 19G , 203 I l 5 ! 175 l.75 178 April 191 t 1 3 180 · 19) 173 I 168 1G7 170 .July 185t 182 J 85 J 188 . 180 162 1G2 l G7 October -196 I 190 · 200 I 172 172 172

'rhese index numbers for cost of living and for food [alone] must 
not be taken as i11dicating that retail prices are higher in Saorstat 
Birea,nn than in Great Britain; they show only that reta,il prices 
have risen more i:n the former than in the latter country since 
July, 1914. 

The prices of some of the commoditie. inflnencing the cost of 
living index number show no seasonal changes. Tl-1e retail 
price of bacon decreased co11tinuou. ly from March, 1922, to April, * The figures for Saar tat Eireann r.efer to the middle of the month, those forGreat Britain and Northern Ireland to the first of the month. 

t The first two cost of living index numbers compiled for Saorstat Eireaun referred to llfal'Ch fnot April] and to June [not July], 1922. 
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1924, and then increased to Jnly, 1925; bread fell to July, 
1924, and then increased to July, ]925. Sugar and tea increa ·ed 
to April, 1924, and then dropped to July, 1925. Reta,il prices 
of boots a.ncl other clothing moved in the other direction, 
decreasing to April, 1924, and then increasi:pg to July, 1925. 
Candles fell to January, and soap to April, 1924, and afterwards 
incr ased in price. 

The retail prices of other commodities fluctuate more or less 
violently with the seasons, but the underlying movements due to 
other causes can be observed eithflr by considering the :werages 
for fom consecutive inquiries or by comparing_ prices at the same 
date in each year. The latter method is adopted in the following 
table, which shows that there was a downward trend in beef
price.· to October, 1924, and then a change upwa,rds; in mvtto1i
an upward mqvement to O ·tober, 1923, then downwards to July, 
1924, and then another movement upwanls, and so on for the 
other a,rticles. The taNe shows that the Saorstat and British cost 
-0f living index numb_ers moved continuously in the i:;ame direction 
-downwards to Apnl, 1924, and 1en upwards. 

Percentage changes in reta.il prices and in rent :-
1922-.:;!___ 1923-1924- _____ 1924-1925 __ Oct. Jan. April July Oct. Jan April July '22 to '23 to '23 to '23 to '23 to '24 to '24 to '24 to Oct. Jan. April July Oct, Jan. April _July '23 '24 '24 '24 '24 '25 '25 '25 

---------·-------------------

Beef Mutton Bacon Eggs Butter l'IIilk Bread Flour Potatoes Suo-ar 
Te: Boots Othei: Clothing Candles Soap Rent 

% % % % % % % % ... - 0.1 - 4.1 - G.4 - 4.7 - 3.4 + l.9 ! 4 .. 2,+ 2.0 ... --1- !:l.2 - 0.8 - 4.8 - 2.9 + 1.-1- + 2.1 +12.6 + 7.0 ... -Hl.4 -22.7 -22.C -18.:'l - 0.8 + 8.4 +l _,; + 14-.5 ... -Hi.4 - 8.5 --l- 7.3 +27.l + O.(i - 0.7 + 7.81- 3.2 ... 
I
- 8.2 ' ::i.ri -12. 4 + 12 5 + 13.1 - 0.!l + 14.2 + 6.6 .. . - 3.n :;_a+ 3.1 - 1.2 + 8.1 + 8. 7 + 3. 8 1+ 0.6 ... - ,u 5.7 - 6.0 - 5. f; + H.4 -J-12.4- +HJ.I + 15.7 ... - 5. J 6.9 - 5.8 - 7.2 +10.3 -!-lo.9 + 17.3 +I-t0 ... +42.6 +69.1 +M.5 +36.4- +21.7 +10.5 -12.8 + 1.8 

.. . + 17.3 + 16.8 + 2.51- 0.2 - s.:ci -14.5 -J n.8 -+3.S ... +10.2 + G.6 + 2.01- 1.3 - 1.2 - 0.6 - 1.3 - U.8 ... - 8.6 -- 8.8 - 2.1 +n.7 +1:u +20.4 +16.6 +10.4 .... - -!. 2 - 3.9 - l.5 + -1-.l + '!..7 + 7.0 + 7, P ,-J-]2.0 ... -1'!..3 - O.l +IG.3 +31.7 -!-::l5.0 +:iu + 6./i ,- +.6 ... -10.1 - 7.3 - 2.0 + 1.2 + 2.n + o.n + 0.3 - :3.2 .. . * - 0.2 * + 0.1 * - 0.4 * � 0.2 
__________ ,I___ ------Cos:r m' LIVING INDEX No.: Saorstil,t Eireann Great Britain aucl Northern Ireland 

- LG - J. I - l. 7 + 1.7 + 3.8 -l- :u + 5.(i + 2.7 
- l.7 - O.G - 0.61+ 0.6 + O.li + 1.7 + l.2 + 1.8,:, Retums of rents are obtained only at every seconrl co. t of living inquiry. 

�he following table hows perhaps more satisfactorily the simi­
lanty of the movements of the cost of liviner in the two countries. 
The figures represent the average cost �f living index num­
ber for each four consecutive dates at which inquiries were made 
in the S-aorntat, and accordingly are influenced by high winter 
as well as by low summer prices. (The British figures do not
represent averages of 12 consecutive monthly index :figures, but
of the 4 referring to same dates as tho, e for Saorstat J.tireann.) 
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Average index number for 12 months and including : 

1923 1924 1925 ! _________________ ------
-------! Jan. April July Oct. J"an. April, July O t. Jan. April: July 
Saorstat Eireann 18 ¾ 186¼ 185 184:} I 183� 18:1

1
183.\'; I 185½ 187:f 189f i 19l Great Britain and N01·thPrn Ireland! 180} 178½ 17-J,¾ 174 173¾ 173?, 173{ i 17-! 17-!J 175¼ 1176 

From the l'2 months ended January, 1923, to the 12 months 
ended April, 1924, the Saorstat cost of living fell by 3.0 per cent., 
the British by 3.9 per cent.; but from the latter period to the 
12 months ended July, 1925, the Saorstat figure increased by 4.4 
per cent., the British by 1.4 per cent. 

The following table shows average retail prices in the towns 
(la,rge and small) of Saorstat :mirea,nn of the principal articles of 
food:-

Beef-Sirloin .. . Shoulder .. . Corned Brisket Neck ... Liver Mutton-Leg .. . Neck .. . Bacon- Irish Streaky Irish Shoulder American Streaky ... American Shoulder Pigs' Heads .. . .Fresh Pork -Shoulder .. . Pork Sausages Fish-Red Herring .. . Fresh Herring .. . Cod Steak .. . Eggs ... Butter-Irish Creamery Irish Farmers' Margarine-First Grade Second Grade ... Cheese-Golden Spray Lard ... Fresh Milk 

Per 

lb. 

" doz. 
" lb. doz. lb. 

" quart Condensed Milk .. . Bread .. . Flour-Household .. . 
... llb. tin ... 2lb.loaf 14 lbs. Oatmeal .. . Rice-Rangoon .. . Java. .. . Pot.a.toes ... . .. Tea-Best ... Cheapest ... Sugar ... . .. Jam-Strawben·y ... 

" lb. 
14 lbs. lb. 

" lib. pot 

AVERAGE PRICES Ch&nge in aver-age price in mid­----11----1 July, 1925, com­pared with mid. Mid-April Mid-July April, 1925. Increase ( +) 1925 1925 Decrease {-) 
s. d. 1 4-i1 0½ 0 10¾ 0 10¼ 0 7i 1 7¾ 1 2 1 8 1 1-i 1 l¾ 0 10½ 0 6¾ 1 4 1 2 1 7 2 1 1 3} 1 5 l 11¼ 1 100 11¾0 8¾l 6l O½0 6¼0 11¾ 0 (i 3 l¼3 8£0 4 0 5¾ 1 4¾ 3 9 2 7 0 6 1 2½ 

s. d. 1 4-! l O¼ 
o u·0 10!0 8 1 6¼ l H­I 8¼ l 2¼ 1 2¾0 10¼ 0 6¾ 1 4¼ 1 If l 6¾2 1 1 3!0 1 sf 1 11½ 1 9¼ 0 11¾ 0 8¾ 1 6 l O½0 5¼ 0 11¾ 0 5¾ 3 0 3 8½ 0 4 0 5¾ 2 l 3 (i!-2 3¼ 0 3¾ l 2¼

s. d. - 0 0¼ No change 
+ 0 01- 0 01
+ 0 0! - 0 I½ - 0 O,l-+ 0 O½
+ 0 O! 
+ 0 1· - 0 Ot No change
+ 0 O¼
- o of- 0 O!
No changeNo change
+ 0 ;{!.-
+ 0 O¼- 0 OtNo changeNo change No change­No change - 0 l No change - 0 O¼- 0 li- 0 O¼ No changeNo change
+ O 81- 0 2,l- 0 3-i- 0 2¼- 0 O} 

- - - ------------------------
(527). Wt.2-256. 3. 375. 8/25. FALCONER. G. 9. 
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Cast of Living Index Number. 
MID-OCTOBER, 1925. 

Increase from Mid-July 1914 to Mid-Oct., 1925 = 88 per cent. 

The following are the Cost of Living Index Numbec for aorstat Eireann and Great Britain and orthem Irelauc1 :-

Month* 
(Basis :-July, 1914=100.) 

I 8AORS'l'A'l' EmEA:x:x U1rnAT B1U'n1� ,u.n NOH'l'Ul(R:\' IR�:LAND 
1--------·--
I 

1922 1923 1924 1!)2,3 1922 192:3 I 1924 1925 
------!·----------- -------------

January April July October 
··· I t 190 ... ' 19lt 181 
••• I 185t 180 ••• I 189 18(j 

1 178 183 193 
]!)J 188 188 188 

1()2 [82 JS-! 
178 

L7' 177 180 17+ 173 175 
HHl 170 173 17,i 17H 170 

The a,bove Index Nnmhen; being mainly clepenclent on food prices, show regular : a..:ona I c·hangc., decreasing from January to July and increasing fronii July to .January. lrnt Budget influences in 19:25, betwe 11 .\pril and J ul. · \\·l1icl1 lielpecl to stop the do-wnward trend in July, together \\·it h the ver_v low price of potatoes rec'onled in October, re8ultecl in there being no change in the Index Number for aorskit Eire::tnn from 1\pril to O ·tob r, 1925. The, next table sho,Y,. the perc-entage changes in each quarter of tbe year. 
Periocl* 

'AOH 1'A 1' EI!l£.l::-1.', UREAT 13.Rl'l'AL"I AND . NoRTKt:RN 1Rr'1f,AN"D 
1922 1923 I 1924 ]!)25 1!)22 I Hl23 I 1 !124 I l !B:j 

---------------------,---------
--
0' 

% 
0' 

% % /0 Jan. to April ... t - 4.7 - 5.3 - 3.6April to July ... - 3.lt - 0.6 + 2.8 0.0 July to Oct. ... + 2.2t + 3.3 + 5.5 0.0 Oct. to Jan. ... + 0.5 + l.l + LO The inclex numbers for food (alone 
SaORSl'A'l' EDrEANN 

llfonth* 

I 

,, 
01 01 0/ 

0 /0 .. 0 - 2.- 1.1
+ 1.7

- 5.2 - 2.2, - 2.3
+u - 2.9 - l.7- 3.3 + 3.6 + 3.50.0 + 1.1 + 2.8were:-

G RE.\'r BRI'l'.IIN' A�-:0 
NOR'.l'lfEJL'\' IRELAND 

1922 ,�-10241926
1 1922 1-1023 1924 1925 

------1 -------------January t 19 l!J6 203 1l185 1175 17G ]78 April 191 t 183 1 O 191 173 lo Hl7 170 July 185t 182 l 5 188 I 1 'O 162 ]{i2 J 67 October l !l6 19 200 188 , 172 l 72 J i2 172 These index numbers for c-ost of living ancl for fooc1 (::lion ) mu. t not be taken as indicating that retail prices are higher in aorstut Eireann than in Great Britain· they show only that r tail prices have risen more in the former than in the latter rountrv since July, 1914. The prices of some of the commodities influencing the cost of living index number show no seasonal cbange. . The rebiil price of bacon decreased continuously from March, 1922, to April, * The figures for Saorstat Eireann refer to the middle of the month, those fmGreat Britain aml Northern Ireland to the first of the month. t The first two cost of living index numbers compiled for Saorstat EireanIJ referred to March fnot Ap 1·il] and to Juno [not July], 1922. 
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1924, and then incre:1sed to ,October, 19:35, bread fell to July, 
1924, and then increa.sed to April, 1925, since when dee:reaRe� 
have been noted. s,ugar and Tea increased to April, 1924, and 
then dropped to October, 1925. The abolition of the Tea duty 
u.nd the reduction in the Sugar duty would account for pa1t of this
fall in the period from April to October in this year. Retail
prices of boots and other clotl1ing moved in the other direction,
decrea. ing to April, 1924, and then increa ing to October, 1925.

The retail prices of other commodities fluctuate more or less 
violently with the seasons, but the underlying movements due to 
other causes can be observed eithBr by considering the aNerages 
for four consecutive inquiries or by compa,ring prices at the same 
date in each year. The latter method is adopted in the following 
table, which shows that there was a downward trend in beef
prices to October, 1924, and then a change upwards; in mutton

an upward movement to October, 1923, then downward. to July, 
1924, and then another movement upwards, and so on for the 
other articles. The table shows that the SaorsUt a,nd British 
Cost of Living Index Numbers. :q1ovec1 continuously in the sa-me 
direction-downwards to April, ,J.924, and then upwards to Jnly, 
1925. In October, 1925, the British figure shows no ch:rnge com­
pared with 12 months previously, while tbe figure for the Raorst.-\.t 
shows a decrease of 2.6 per cent. 

Percentage changes in retail prices and in rent :-
1923-1924 1924-1925 

----,------ ------ ---- ---

Ja.n. April July Oct. Jan. April July Oct. '23 to '23 to '23 to '23 to '24 to '24 to '24 to '24 to Jan. April July Oct. Jan. April J\1ly Oct. '24 '24 '24 '24 '25 '25 '25 '25 

I % % % % % %%-% -Beef ... 1- 4.-1 - G.4 - 4.7 - 3.4 + 1.9 !- 4.2 + 2.0 + 3.0 Mutton ... - 0.8 - 4.8 - 2.9 + 1.-! + 2.J + 12.6 + 7.0 + 4.�Bacon ... 1-22.7 -22.C -13.3 - 0.8 + 8.4 +HU,i+l4.5 +ll.0Eggs ... - 8.5 + "7.3 +27.1 + !l.6 - 0.7 + 7.8 - 3.2 - 5. 2 Butter ... + 3.0 -12.4 + 12.5 + 13.1 - O.D +14.2 + 6.6 - 2.3Milk --- - _q + 3.1 - 1. 2 + 8.1 + 8.7 + 3.8 + 0.6 - 1. 2 Bread ... - 5.7 - 6.0 - 5.G + G.4 +J.2.4 +19.1 +15.7 - 0.2 Flour ... 1- G.9 - 5.8 - 7.2 +10.3 +16.9 +17.3 +14.0 - 3.5 Potatoes ... +69.1 +96.5 +36.4 +21.7 +10.5 -12.8 + 1.8 -41.5 Sugar ... '+16.8 + 2.5 - !l.2 - 8.;"l -14.5 -J9.8 -43.8 -48.0 Tea ... + G.6 + 2.0 - 1.3 - I.2 - 0.6 - 1.3 - 0.8 -10.8 Boots ... I- R.8 - 2.J +ll.7 +15.1 +20.4 +16.6 +10.4 + 6.8 Other Clothing ... 1- 3.9 - l.5 ..L 4.1 + 2.7 + 7.0 + 7.9 +12.0 +11.3 Candles ... 
1
- 9.1 +16.3 +31."i +:!5.0 +31.l + 6.5 - 4.6 - 9.6 Soap ... - 7.3 - 2.!1 + l.2 + 2.fi + O.fi + 0.3 - 3.2 - 2.!l Rent O 2 * ' 0 1 * 0 4 * 0 2 * 

________ -_ .. _:I ___ · 
T . 

=---:.:... __ - . Cos1: oF LIVINGINDEX No.: Saorstat, Eireann Great Britain and Northern Ireland
- l.J - l.7 + 1.7 + 3.8 + 3.7 + -5.G + 2.7 - 2.G
- 0.6 - 0.6,+ 0.6 + 0.H + 1.7 + l.2 + l.S 0.0

* Retums of renfa are obtained only at ever_v ·econcl cost of living inquiry.
The following table shows perhaps more satisfactorily the simi 

larity of the movements of the cost of living in the two countries. 
The figures represent the average cost of living index num­
?ers for each four consecutive dates at which inquiries were made 
m the Sa-orstat, and acoordino-ly are influe11ced by high winter 
as well as by low summer prices. (The British :figures do not 
represent averages of 12 con. ecutive monthly index figures, but 
of the 4 referring to same dates a .. those for Saorst{Lt :8ireann.) 
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Average index number for 12 months and including : 

]923 1924 1925 

Ap,il J.,1_, O<>t. [ J,n. Ap,iU J<>ly, Oet. '""·: Ap,ni July I O<t. 
----

1 
-7-- 1-1--1-,--

, aorstat b:ir<',urn 
I 

h!G,J· l 5 l .J.}
l 

l 31 183 
,
. l 3i 185,!- 187¼ 189f I 191 189¾ 

Grei.t Britain and -
I 

I 
I North�rn .Trcl,md 178J 17.J.J 174 ; 173} 173� 173} lU 117.J.t 175¼! 176 170 

Prom the 1Z month. ended January, 1923, to the 12 months 
ended April, 1924 the, aorstat cost of liYing fell by 3.0 per cent .• 
the British by 3.9 per cent.; but from the latter periocl to the 
1'2 months ended October, 1925, the Saorsh\.t figure increased l1y 
8.7 p 0 1· cent., tlie Briti. h by 1.4 per ce1Jt. 

The follmving table shows aYerage retail prices in the towns 
(large :rncl small) of SaorsMt Bireann of the principal articles of 
food:-

( 

AVERAGE PRICES 

- Per

Mid-July 

1925 

8, d. 
Beef-Sirloin ... ... lb. l 4* 

Shoulder ... ... " 1 O½ 
Corned Brisket ... ,, 0 lJ 
Neck ... ... " 0 10¼ 
Liver ... " 0 8 

Mutton-Leg ... . .. " 1 6¼ 
Neck ... ... ., 1 I} 

Bacon- Irish Streaky ... " 
1 8�. 

Irish Shoulder ... " 1 2± 
American Streaky ... " l 2¾
American Shoulder " 0 JO¼ 
Pigs' Heads ... " 0 6} 

l!'resb Pork -Shoulder ... " 1 4l· 

Pork Sausages 
do';_ 

1 l¾ 
Fish-Red Herring ... 1 O¾ 

Fresh Herring ... " 2 1 
Cod Steak ... lb. l :l½ 

Eggs ... ... doz. 1 8¾, 
Butter-frish Creamery ... lb. 1 Jl{-

lrish Farmers' ... " 1 9! 
;\Ia,r�11.rine-First Grad ... " 0 11! 

Second Grade ... " 0 8¾ 
Cheese-Golden Spray ... " l 6 
Lard ... . .. " 1 O½ 
Fresh Milk ... quarL 0 5¼ 
Condensed l,Iilk ... ... I lb. ti11 0 Ill 
Bread ... ... 2lb.Joaf 0 5i 
.IJ'lour-Household ... ... 14 lbs . 3 0 
Oatmea,I ... ... " 3 8} 
Rice-Rae goon ... ... lb. 0 4 

Java ... . .. " 0 5� 
Pot,atoes· ... ... . .. 14 lbs. 2 1 
'fea-BesL ... . .. lb. 3 6½ 

Cheapest ... ... " 2 3¼ 
8ugat· ... ... ... " 0 3¾ 
Jam-Strawberry ... .. 

I 
lib. pot 1 21 

\527). Wt.2256. 3. 875. 8/25. FALCONllR. G. 9. 
(720). \Vt.HJO. 3. 375. 11/25 

l\fid-Oct. 

1925 

s. d. 
l 4¼
l O½ 
0 10¾ 
0 10¼ 
0 7l 
1 5¾ 
l ll
1 9! 
l :3 
1 3 
0 Il¼. 
0 6¾ 
1 ·4:t .. 
1 2 

1 H 
2 01.. 
l 3i
2 ti¾ 
.:l 2 
l 101,-
0 ll¾ 
0 8{ 
1 6¼ 
l 1 
0 6 
0 llt 
0 5{· 
:., 101 
3 i¼ 
0 4 
0 5¼ 
0 10½ 
3 Iii 
2 l!¼ 

0 ::!½ 
1 2¼ 

Cha11ge in aver-
age pr,ice in mid. 
Oct., 1925, com-
pared with mid-

Ju.ly, 1925.
IncreaRe ( +) 
Decrease (-) 

6. d. - 0 01
No change 
- 0 0¼ 

o change 
- 0 0,1; 
- 0 O½- 0 Ot
+ 0 1 
+ 0 0¾-
+ 0 o+

+ 0 l 
No change 
+ 0 O¼
+ 0 O¼
+ 0 O}i,
- 0 Olt 
+ 0 oi
+o 10{·
+ 0 Ol· 
+ 0 If
No change 
No change 
+ 0 O¼ 
+ 0 0.1-

+ 0 oi
- () 0! - 0 O¼- 0 1-1/; 
- 0 l¼

No change 
No change - l 2!-
+ 0 of 
- 0 Oi·- 0 01
No rha.nge 
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