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Appendix 1 
 

2006 Census Questionnaire 
 
The attached extract is taken from the household form used in the 2006 Census. The household 
form covers 6 persons and consists of 24 pages. The attached extract covers persons 1 and 2 
only. The layouts for persons 3 to 6 are identical to that for person 2, apart from the relationship 
question (Q3). 
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Appendix 2 
 

Definitions 
 
Towns 
 
For census purposes towns fall into two types, namely those with and those without legally 
defined boundaries.   
 
Towns with legally defined boundaries consist of: 
 

(1)  five Cities; 
(2)  five Boroughs; 
(3)  75 Towns. 

 
Towns without legally defined boundaries are called "census towns".  Their boundaries are 
determined, for census purposes only, by the Central Statistics Office.  There were 664 such 
towns in 2006. 
 
(i)  Towns with Legally Defined Boundaries 
 

In the case of towns with legally defined boundaries it is necessary, for administrative 
purposes, to compile population figures for the areas within these boundaries. However, 
many of these towns have expanded beyond their legally defined boundaries. This report 
is concerned with the overall size of population clusters and not simply with areas within 
legally defined boundaries.  Consequently, where urban areas have extended beyond the 
legally defined town boundary, the Central Statistics Office has drawn up new boundaries 
defining the suburban areas of Cities/Boroughs and environs of other legal towns for 
census purposes. 
 
 Suburbs/environs are defined, in conformity with United Nations recommendations, as 
the continuation of a distinct population cluster outside its legally defined boundary in 
which no occupied dwelling is more than 200 metres distant from the nearest occupied 
dwelling.  New suburbs or environs are defined only where there are at least twenty 
occupied dwellings outside the legal boundary within the new limit.  In applying the 200-
metre criterion, industrial, commercial and recreational buildings and facilities are not 
regarded as breaking the continuity of a built-up area. 
 

 
(ii)  Census Towns 
 

As in censuses since 1971, a census town is defined as a cluster of fifty or more occupied 
dwellings, not having a legally defined boundary, in which within a distance of 800 metres 
there is a nucleus of either thirty occupied houses on both sides of the road or twenty 
occupied houses on one side of the road.  A complete review was carried out of the 
boundaries of existing and potential census towns as part of the processing phase of the 
2006 Census.  In this review the limits to existing census towns were extended where 
appropriate using the 200-metre criterion as described for suburban areas above. 
 

For the purposes of the present report legal towns have been combined with their 
suburbs/environs and no distinction has been made between legal towns and census 
towns. All towns with over 5,000 persons employed in April 2006 are profiled. 
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Industry 
 
The 2006 Census coded industry using NACE – the General Industrial Classification of Economic 
Activities within the European Communities. NACE Rev. 1 is a 4-digit activity classification that 
was drawn up in 1990 and is a revision of the version originally published by Eurostat in 1970.  
 
NACE is a hierarchical classification, with 60 2-digit codes, 222 codes at 3-digit level and 503 at 
4-digit level. For a detailed description of NACE codes used in Census 2006, please refer to 
Census 2006 Volume 7 – Principal Economic Status and Industries (see 
http://www.cso.ie/census/Census2006_Volume7.htm). 
 
The industry in which a person is engaged is determined (whatever the occupation) by the main 
economic activity carried out in the local unit in which he or she works. A manufacturing or 
commercial unit may employ persons with many different occupations for the purpose of making 
a particular product or for giving a particular service. A hospital is also a good example, with 
persons in medical occupations employed alongside persons of other occupations e.g. cleaners, 
management, clerical staff. Conversely, there are cases in which particular occupations are 
largely confined to a single industry. For example, the majority of persons with agricultural 
occupations are in the agriculture industry and most miners are in the mining industry. 
 
The term ‘industry’ used for Census of Population purposes is not confined to manufacturing 
industry. It is synonymous with the term “sector of economic activity”. The basis of the industrial 
classification is, in the case of employees, the business or profession of their employer and in the 
case of self-employed persons, the nature of their own business or profession. 
 
 
Socio-economic Group 
 
The entire population was classified to one of ten specific socio-economic groups (introduced in 
1996). In addition a residual group entitled “All others gainfully occupied and unknown” was used 
where sufficient details were not provided. The classification aims to bring together persons with 
similar social and economic statuses on the basis of the level of skill or educational attainment 
required. In defining socio-economic group no attempt is made to rank groups in order of socio-
economic importance. 
 
The detailed classification used for determining the socio-economic group of all persons at work, 
unemployed or retired is given in Appendix 6 of Census 2006 Volume 8 – Occupations (see 
http://www.cso.ie/census/census2006_volume8.htm). 
 
The socio-economic groups used in the census are as follows: 
 
 A  Employers and managers 
 B  Higher professional 
 C  Lower professional 
 D  Non-manual 
 E  Manual skilled 
 F  Semi-skilled 
 G  Unskilled 
 H  Own account workers 
  I  Farmers 
 J  Agricultural workers 
 Z  All others gainfully occupied and unknown 
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