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CENSUS OF POPULATION, 1926. 

VOLUME. II -OCCUPATIONS. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

The difference between Statistics of Occupations and Industries has 
to be kept clearly in view when using this publication. A person's occupa­
tion is defined by the operations he performs in earning his living-grain 
miller, jam boiler, tram driver, packer, watchman, clerk. A person follows 
his occupation within a certain industry or service. Some occupations 
are peculiar to a single industry or service-grain miller, jam boiler, tram 
driver; others are found in very many industries and services-packer, 
,vatchman, clerk. . • 

In the scheme of occupations adopted in this volume the occupations 
peculiar to or habitually associated with the more important industries 
and services, are grouped together and, if the above considerations are 
not kept in mind, there is a danger of the totals for such groups being 
1nisread as the totals for all engaged in the industries and services, whereas 
they represent only occup&,tions peculiar to such industries or services. 

* * * 

The Occupational Statistics presented here will be found much n1ore 
satisfactory than those published at previous Censuses. The improvement 
is almost entirely due to the splendid work done in recent years in Great 
Britain in connection with the collection and compilation of statistics of 

- this kind. 

At the collection stage of the Saorstat Census of 1926 great attentio11 
,vas paid to the occupational enquiry, especially in the Memorandum of 
Instructions (A) issued to householders with the Census Schedule. That 
1\'Iemorandum and the Census Schedule have already been published in the 
Statistics (Census of P~pulat,io11) Order (Statutory Rules and Orders, 1926, 
No. 76) n1ade under the Statistics Act, 1926. It ,vill, ho,vever, be con­
venient to' repeat here the following two colu1nns from the Census Schedule, 
as it was practically entirely from these two columns that the particulars 
published in this volume ,vere compiled. 

• 
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OCCUP1-Vl 1lON AND li:MPLOY.M ENT. 

PERSONAL Occui>ATION. 

Stu.to ho1·0 tho precise branch of PJ1'oiession, 
Trade, Manuia9ture, Service, &c. 

Fur port:ions working iu connuction with 
Agriculture, such clesc1·ipLion1:1 tt-:; 
" Assisting on Father's Farm·," " Farm 
Labourer," " Farmer," " Assisting on 
Neighbour's Farm," " Land Stuward," 
&c., ,vill bo sufficiont. 

\Vhuro tho occupu.tion is connociiocl ,vith 
Trade or Manufacture, tho reply should 
bo sufficiont to show tho pal'tieular kinu 
of Work dono, tho Material ,vorkocl in, 
n.ncl tho Article 1nado or clcnlt i11, if any. 
Tho roply should bo suf'ficiont, to cli1:1-
tinguish Doalors fl'o1n Maker-:;. 

I 

lf at prosont Out of Work, ttclcl '• Out of 
Work for-," stating period of lJu­
ornploy1nont. 

' 
(Soo instrnctions 1 to \) and gxn,n:iploi:l 

in Mo,nol'anchun A) 
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t<;M P L0YMl~NT. 

(1) Ii working ior an Employer, stato uu,nu 
ancl businosa of J~1nployor ( porson, 
public body, &c.). lf 01nployocl in con­
noction with en1ployu1·'1:1 flu·,n, stn,tu ltlso 
tho area oi farm in statute acres.* 

(:!) lf at prosonl, Out of Wol'k, givo 1:1nrno 
pu.rticulars a:; abovo for last 01nployo1· 

(3) Ii employing paid persons fur puq10F1es 
of tho pl'iucipal busino1:1s1 ,vrito 
" Employer." 

( 4) Ii working on own account nncl not 
ornployiug ptt,icl porsons for purpo1:1os of 
businoss, write "Own account." 

NO'l'E :-Fol' Do1nestie Sorvnuts u.ncl othors 
in p1·ivnto porsonal sorv1co, writo 
" Private." 

(Soo instructio111:1 1 tu !) t~nd rnxnruplos.) 

(1) 

......................................................... 

·······••·••··••••·•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
0 I O • 0 o o O o o o o o o I o O O o O O o o O o O o o o O o O O O O O O O O o o O o o O o O O f O O O O O O o 0 

At the compilation stage it was decided to use the same method of 
classifying occupations as was adopted at the British Census of 1921. 'l'he 
clerical staff were thus ablo to make full use of the " Classificatio11 of 
Occupations " published by the Stationery Office, Londo11, in 1924, which 
contains about 30,000 occupational terms fully a11d scientifically classified 
in a form co11venient for reference; later on advantage was tak.en of the 
still more volumi11ous "Dictionary of Occupational Tcr1ns " issued by 
the Ministry of Labour, London, in 1927. The occupational code numbel's 

• in Table 2 of the present publication show how the 011 occupational des­
criptions for England and 'Nales were condensed into 266 occupational 
descriptions for Saorstat J~ireann. 

When at the publication stage the figures for the country as a whole 
were put together it becan1e obviously desirable to subdivide 1nany of 
the larger a11d illdefincd occupations 011 a purely industrial basis (not 011 
an occupatio11al basis). Thus it appeared desirable to break: up the large 
number of " Other Malrers of :Food" into seve11 industrial groups (" Other 
Malrers of :Food ivorlcing in (':/rain Mills," ctc.)-see page 4. Sin1ilarly, it 
seemed an improvement to subdivide " Sl1opkecpers" i11to fi.ftcc11 groups 
(see pages 9-10). Agaii1, it was considered useful to shovv clerlrs in 
thirtee11 sepal'aic groups (Bank Clerks, Rail'way Clerks, Shippin,rJ Clerk:i;, 
etc.)-see page 12. The figures give11 for "General a11d U11definecl 
J ... abourcrs" wore distributed an1ongst ten smaller classes-those cn1ployecl 
in the Coal 'l'racle, in J)nblic I-louses, etc., etc. (sec page 13). Hero n,11 ii11portn,nt 
11ote on the treatn1ent of "Labourers" n1ust be given. 

* ·* * 
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Any person described in column (k) as a11 "agricultural labourer," a 
"quarry labourer," a "brewery labourer," a '.' dock labourer," etc., was 
allotted immediately to his appropriate class as an u11skilled worker in a 
particular group. But when in column (k) a person was called merely ::t, 
"labourer" or a "general labourer," particulars in column (l) were 
exan1ined. If the latter proved that the employer was a " producer, maker 
or repairer ''-a brewer, for instance-then the labourer was classified to 
his appropriate place amongst the groups I to IV, e.g., "Other (unskilled) 
makers of drink employed in breweries." All other "labourers" and 
" general labourers " about whom no further information was given in 
Golitmn (k) were classified under the heading "general and undefined 
labourers." This procedure appears to go somewhat further than the 
British instructio11s on this matter \Vhich appear 011 ·page l!l,5 of the 
"Classification of Occupations '' (1924). 

The above remarks on labourers explain why none of the persons in 
the occupational group "general and undefined labourers" are shown as 
in a producing or making industry; all appear in "services." Still, 
probably nearly all of the 3,460 " general and undefined labourers " employed 
by Local Authorities (see page 13, code 11umber 258) were quarry labourers 
or road labourers and accordingly, the figures, especially in Group III (B) 
and also in Group IV (J) must be correspondingly short. These labourers 
had to be thrown into the classification" general and undefined labourers" 
because the name of the employer was entered as "Co. Council," and there 
was no reference to the work being done in a quarry or on a road, notwith­
standing specific references to these matters in the " Memorandum of 
Instructions " issued to householders. 

* * * 

Only the principal occupation was recorded for each individual on the 
Census Schedule. As a result the number of farmers recorded was much 
smaller than the actual number of persons controlling and farming land in 
the Saorstat. One of the principal reasons was that very la1·ge 11umbers of 
persons holding small farms work: as labourers on larger farms and were 
correctly described at the Census. as agricultuz:al labourers-the principal 
occupation. Similarly other persons farming land hut whose principal 
occupatio11s were non-agricultural described themselves on the Schedule not 
as "farmers" but as "publicans," "doctors," etc. In a later volume 
the numbers of persons in each occupation as well as in each industry who 
also farmed land will be given. The numbers ascertained at the Census 
for any particular occupation would, of course, be smaller than the number 
actually following that occupation, whether as a principal or subsidiary 
occup~fun. • 

* * 
Q 

In the present volume the number recorded in a particular 
occupation in a particular district represents the number of persons 
living in that district at Census night who followed that occupation 
and not the persons engaged in that occupation in that district. The 
place of work (or the place at which children atte11ded school) was 
not asked for ; only the place where each person was actually in residence 
had to be stated. 

* * * 

The figures for each occupation include all persons described on the 
Census Schedules as following that particular occupation ; thus are included 
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under each occupational heading persons who at the date of the Census 
were unemployed, persons temporarily confined to hospitals and other 
institutions, persons temporarily resident in this country, etc. But 
where - a person was described as "retired" from an occupation suc11 
person was not included under the occupation stated, but the "retired" 
perso11s for all occupations were grouped together and shown u11der 0110 
general ·heading, " lietirecl from Gainful Occupations," at the end of the 
lists of occupations in Tab]es 2 and 5. 

.. 
* * 

At the Saorstat Censu8 of 1926, as already stated, tl1e same scheme of 
classification of occupations was adopted as at the British Census of 1921. 
Occupations peculiar to or habitually associated with eacl1 of the principal 
industries and groups of smaller industries were k:ept together, each group 
representing the numbers in occupations peculiar to that industr-y, not all 
persons working in that industry. The former are, in almost all industries, 
much fewer than the latter. It is feared that there is a distinct danger 
that many readers will assume that the figures represent all employed i11 
each industry-the clerks, carpenters, motor drivers, etc., etc., in that 
industry as well as those in occupations peculiar to that industry alone. 

* * * 

County Corh: has, in this volume, been divided into a11 Eastern and a 
Western Division for statisliical purposes. The Eastern boundaries of the 
Rural Districts of Kanturlr, Macroom and Bandon form the Easter11 boun­
daries of the Western Divisio11 and the Western boundaries of the Eastern 
Division. 

* * 

In conclusion, it should be pointed out that in the present volume 
Occupations are shown classified by sex and locality alone, but that h1 later 
volumes dealing with Ages, Conjugal Conditions, Industries, Unemployment, 
Industrial Status, the Irish Language a11d the Gaeltacht, Birthplaces, 
Religions, Housing, Fertilit3r, etc., occupations will be plassified in accordance 
with eael1 of these subject n1atters. 

J OT-TN T-IOOPl~li, 
Director of Sta,t1'.st?·cs. 

0 

September, 1928. 
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