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SAORSTAT EIREANN. 

CENSUS OF POPULATION, 1926. 

VOLUME I. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 
. 

In accordance with the Statistics (Census of Population) Order (Statutory 
Rules and Orders 1926, No. 76) made on 22nd March 1926 by the Minister for 
Industry and Commerce under the ,Statistics Act, a Census was taken of the 
Population of Saorstat Eireann on the 18th April 1926. A Preliminary Report 
which contained unrevised totals of the males and females in Saorstat Eireann, 
in each Province, County, Ul"ban and Rural District ,vas publ•ished in August 
J 926. The present volume contains inter alia corresponding final :.figures for 
these areas and for all areas used :for official administrative purposes down 
to the District Electoral Division, the unit from which official administrative 
areas are as a rule ,built up. 

Table 11, the principal table in the present volume, while mainly intended 
to present particulars of District Electoral Divisions and to indicate how these 
areas build up into the larger administrative units, also shows the population 
of every town down to the smallest " cluster of 20 houses or more "-the 
definition of a Census town-and indicates precisely the locality in which 
these towns are situated. In this table and in other tables relating to the 
1926 Census the Rural Districts ( as constituted at the date of their abolition as 
administrative areas in 1925 or, in the case of the Rural Districts in County 
Dublin, at the date of the 1926 Census) have been retained as convenient 
statistical units of areas. 

T,he District Electoral Division is composed of a number of complete 
townlands, the smallest territorial units of area used for administrative 
purposes. Particulars for 1891, 1901 and 1911 for each townland were shown 
in- Table VII of the Census volumes for 1911 and corresponding totals were 
published in connection with each previous Census. As townland figures 
have to be consulted very seld-om and by very few persons, and as the 
particulars of the 51,158 townlands in Saorstat Eireann covered 1,307 foolscap 
pages of the 1911 Census Volumes it is considered that publication of these 
particulars at each Census could not 1be justified and would tend to needless 
complexity. It is, accordingly, not proposed to publish any particulars of 
townland.s in connection with the 1926 Census but figures corresponding 
exactly to those contained in the Reports of previous Censt1ses will, on applica­
tion, be supplied to .any persons who may require the information regarding 
particular townlands. 

BOUNDARIES. 

In connection with the Censuses of 1851, 1871 and 1901 a complete topo­
graphical index was issued of all townlands and other territorial units in use 
in Ireland. Each of these publications contained over a thousand foolscap 
pages. A supplement to the 1901 Volume was published after the Census of 
1911 and it is proposed to issue in connection with the present Census either a 
:further supplement showing the few changes in boundaries made since 1911 or 
a completely new topographical index. Since that year no alterations were 
made in the boundaries of Counties (or of Provinces) and no alterations were 
made in the boundaries of the Urban Districts existing in 1911 or of the Towns 
constituted U!lder the Towns Improvement (Ireland) Act 1854. Four new 
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Urban Districts were constituted-Passage West, Co. Cork, Buncrana and 
Bundoran, Co. Donegal, and Ho,vth, Co. Dublin and consequential changes 
,vPre made in the boundaries of the Rural Districts in which these towns 
,vere situated. Other changes made in the boundaries of Rural Districts 
are fully described in the footnotes to Table 9. Changes in the boundaries 
of Superintendent Registrars' Districts, Dispensary Districts and Registrars~ 
])istricts can be inferred from the reference column in Table 10. 
Since 1911 alterations were made in the boundaries of only eight 
District Electoral Divisions, four of these area.:; were <li vided each into two, 
a Rural and an UI'lban District Electoral !Division in consequence of the 
creation of the four new Urban Districts referred to above; the boundaries of 
only four others were altered, 12 townlands being transferred from the 
District Electoral Division of Lackan South, County Mayo, to the adjoining 
I>istrict Electoral Division of Ballycastle in the same County and 9 towi1lands 
being transferred from the District Electoral Divisio11 of Killinagh, Co. Cavan 
to the adjoining District Electoral Division of Eskey in the same County i11 
exchange for one townland transferred from Eskey to Killinagh. 

In most of the tables in this volume comparisons are made only bet,veen the 
years 1911 a11d 1926 and in these tables the boundaries of the administrative 
areas compared are the same-those existing at the date of the 1926 Ce11sus. In 
only Tables 1 and 2 and in the two deduced Tables 3 and 4 are numbers given 
for years previous to 1911. These tables refer only to Counties and Provinces 
and although the changes in the boundaries of these areas were small it is 
considered at the present stage safest to follow the 'Procedure of previous 
()ensuses by sho-\ving in Tables 1 and 2 the populations at each Census for 
the boundaries as existing at the date of that Census. 

POPULATION. 

The figures for population published in this volume represent the numbers 
of persons who resided on the night of Sunday, 18th April 1926 in the District 
referred to or who arrived in that District on the morning of Monday, 19th 
April not having been enumerated for Census purposes elsewhere in Saorstat 
Eireann. The population for each area thus represents all persons (including 
military, etc.) actually present within its boundaries whether as permanent 
residents or temporary visitors; persons on board ships or boats in port, etc., 
,vere included with the population of the adjacent area. 

AREA AND VALUATION. 

The particulars of area and valuation published •in this volume were 
extracted from the records, and with the assistance of the officials of the 
General Valuation Department. The areas are in all cases exclusive of the 
areas under the tideways, larger lakes and rivers. The valuation is the rateable 
valuation after appeal in 1926. 

MARRIAGES, BIRTHS AND DEATHS. 

The figures for marriages, births and deaths in Tables 1 and 12 were 
extracted from the records, and with the assistance of the officials of the Registrar­
General's Office. Large numbers of births and very large numbers of deaths 
take place in institutions ( county homes, hospitals, etc.) at a distance from 
the 11ormal place of residence, and are registered in the areas in which the 
institutions are situated. Up to and including 1922 the numbers of births a11d 
deaths recorded and published for each area represented only those registered 
in the area. From and including 1923 in addition to the numbers reg1istered 
in each area the numbers of births and deaths properly attributable to the 
area have al~o been published. The latter figures ,vere calculated by adding 
to or subtracting from the numbers as registered in each area the appropriate 
numbers of births and deaths in inst,itutions; as the corrections thus made 
form considerable percentages of the numbers f-0r some small areas, especially 
for those containing hospitals, etc., Table 12 shows for Superintendent 
Registrars' Districts, ,Counties and Provinces, both sets of figures for the 
period 1st January, 1923, to 31st Decem,ber, 1926 (the numbers registered and 
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the nutnbc1·N attl'ibuted to eacb oE these dist1·iets), a11cl the bii,th and death 
• l'atcs shov.rn for each district in that table arc those calcttlatccl 011 the latter 

co L'rected figt1rcs. 
• 

1VlE'rHOD OF PuBLICA'.1.,ION. 

1'hc proeedtu·c adopted in issu,ing thC' 1·csults of pl'cvious Censuses in thiR 
cou11t1·y wai:; in the fil'st place to p1·el:,cnt con1plctc figures for each County a11d 
1->rovincc in a sepal'ate volun1e 1'01· that County or l?rovincc, and the 
.figures for the count1·y as a ,vhole in a Clcneral Report. This n1ethocl of 
publication, ,vhile having so1uc advantages for those specia11y interested i.n 
the p1·oblcn1s of a pa1ticular county, docs not pl'ovidc in a conven~e11t fo1·tn 
the n1atc1·ial f 01· con1parisons bct,vccn counties, and i11volves rel'.ercncc to a 
]a1·ge nt1mbcr or volumes ,,vhe11 dealing tho1·oughly ,vith any problcn1 f.1·on1 
the 11ational point of vic,v. It has acco1·dingly bce11· considered that f.or thii:; 
Census the best procedure is to issue f.cvver but large1· volun1cs, eac,h contain,ing 
jn respect of a p.articular su,bject as con1plctc in f orn1ation as possible l:01· the 
country as a ,vho]e and ror each or the districts i11to which the countt·y is 
divided. .l\1ost oi' the tables have been con1pi1ed in respect or a11 
subjects except " Dependency " and "J;,ertil,ity ol: Marriage." 'rho results 
,vill be issued in sepal'atc volun1cs relating to Occupations, Tnclustrics, 
Uncn1ployi11cnt, l-Iousing, the l1·i~,h Lianguage and the Clac1tacht, Ages, Conjng,al 
Conditions, 'Birthplaces, Religion,:;, Dependency and l71e1tility ol: .l\1.111Tiag·e. 
rJ'hcNc volumes, which will contain explannlol'y prefaces hnl no analyscH ol' 
tables, ,vi1l be follo,vcd ,by one 01· n101·c volun108 analysing the rcsnlts and 
including a General Report. 

Departn1ent of Industry and Con1n1crcc, 
l\1ay, 1928. 

JOTlN l-lOOP.PJR, 
l)irccto1· or Statistics. 
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