
Trade Guidelines 
 

Survey Background 

The Trade RMF is based on extra-EU trade in goods statistics as derived from administrative data of 

Revenue Commissioners (via the Single Administrative Document) and  intra EU trade in goods 

statistics which are collected by Revenue Commissioners (via the Intrastat Survey).   

For extra-EU trade the statistical population is every transaction/consignment over EUR 254 from 1996 

onwards. For intra-EU trade all traders (identified by VAT number) whose annual imports exceed 

€500,000 or annual exports exceed €635,000 must complete the Intrastat survey. VAT returns are 

used to estimate the Intra-EU trade of traders who fall below these thresholds.   

The number of consignments each month is approximately 80,000 including imports and exports for 

non-EU transactions and approximately 7000 traders for EU transactions/ These comprise some 6,000 

importers and 2,000 exporters some of which are involved in both importing and exporting of 

merchandise goods. 

The principal variables are date, company VAT number, trade flow (import/export), commodity code 

(CN), invoice value, net mass and/or supplementary units, country of destination/consignment for 

exports/imports respectively, country of origin for imports, statistical value, delivery terms, mode of 

transport, nature of transaction. The Trade RMF contains a subset of these variables aggregated to an 

annual level. The CSO business enterprise number is used as the unique identifier.  

RMF Variable Description 

YEAR Annual aggregated data 

ENT_NBR Enterprise Number (CSO Unique Identifier) 

NACE_RMF NACE Rev2 

NB_EMPLOYEE Firm size (categorised by number of employees) 

FLOW Trade flow: Import/Export 

COUNTRY Trading partner country 

CN CN Commodity code 

VALUE Statistical Value EUR 

QUANT1 Mass in Tonnes 

QUANT2 Quantity in supplementary units 

SOURCE Data source : Intrastat/Extrastat/Estimates 

 

Checking of outputs by Section 

The Trade section will not be peer reviewing the outputs of researchers, i.e. the Trade section will not 

be verifying the correctness or otherwise of derived estimates by researchers. This will be the 

responsibility of researchers and they should ensure that their work is of a high quality and they 

understand what the variable represents prior to publication. Instead, the Trade Section will be 

checking for the risk of disclosure and the reliability of estimates presented. To do this, researchers 



will be required to provide the Trade section with the following when seeking approval for the release 

of outputs from the RDP: 

A completed Output Request Template must accompany all requests for outputs to be approved. This 

template is available from the project Outputs folder. 

 

 
1. Email Ciaran Counihan at ciaran.counihan@cso.ie with the name(s) of files for approval and 

their exact location on the RDP, for example \\VDI\Research_Projects\_Projects\Example 

001_2018_Project\output 

2. All tabular outputs must show both weighted and un-weighted data. The thresholds listed 

above must be applied to the weighted tabular data with data suppressed as necessary. 

Failure to do so will result in delays in approval of researcher outputs. 

3. The Trade section will then check the un-weighted tabular data to ensure that the thresholds 

have been applied correctly.  It may also make recommendations for further grouping of data 

as deemed necessary. 

4. Once approved for release, the Trade section will then send the output files to the researcher. 

5. All research project outputs must be accompanied by the following footnote: 

 

“Results are based on analysis of strictly controlled Research Microdata Files provided by the Central 

Statistics Office (CSO). The CSO does not take any responsibility for the views expressed or the outputs 

generated from this research.” 

6. The Trade section should be sent a copy of all releases/publications using Trade data prior to 

publication.  

Checking of outputs by Revenue Commissioners 

As the data contains administrative data obtained from the Revenue Commissioners, they must 

approve the initial RMF application and also be sent copies of all releases/publications for approval 

prior to publication. The Statistician responsible for the RMF should forward all project outputs to 

Sean O’Connor (sean.oconnor@cso.ie) in the ADC section prior to publication. Sean will act as point 

of contact between the relevant Statistician and Revenue. 
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