
Guidelines for researchers for Q2/2014 QNHS Environment module 

Rules to apply to outputs  

Users of the QNHS Environment Module Research Microdata Files (RMFs) should observe the 

following thresholds when disseminating data whether via releases/publications or the issue of ad-

hoc tabular data.  

1. Due to the possible disclosure scenarios that may occur with the outputs, tabular cells where 

there are less than 30 households in a cell should be presented with a <30 in all data tables 

released.  

2. If a cell is suppressed, and a total is present which would allow the suppressed cell to be 

derived the next smallest cell value must also be suppressed.  

3. Researchers should consider further grouping of data if the original tabulated data contains 

too many cells which must be suppressed.  

4. If maps are used, please ensure that the <30 threshold is maintained as the smallest possible 

category displayed.  

Checking of outputs by the Environment and Climate Division  

Researchers will be required to provide the Division with the following when seeking approval for the 
release of outputs from the VDI:  
 

1. Email environment@cso.ie with an output request, make sure to include the names of files for 
approval, file type and their exact location 

2. The Division will check the data to ensure that the output does not appear disclosive and that 
the SDC procedure has been applied correctly. In the case of GIS files, the Division will examine 
the shapefiles and databases.  

3. Once approved for release, the Division will send the requested output files to the researcher. 
4. If there are many files, the Division will release a zipped folder of the data.  
5. If the combined file size of the requested outputs is very large, the Division will contact CSO IT 

to set up the researcher to receive the files via secure ftp, using the filezilla software (open 
source, free).  

6. The Division should be sent a copy of all releases/publications prior to publication.  
 
Please refer to the supporting documentation located within your project folder for further reading 

on output checking and SDC. 
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