
Place of Work, School or College Anonymised Records (POWSCAR) 

Guidelines 
 

Background of Survey 

Collection of information relating to persons and households and dissemination of Census of 

Population statistics through a range of specialised publications, releases and other media.  

Checking of outputs by Census Dissemination  

The section will not be verifying the correctness or otherwise of derived estimates by researchers. This 
will be the responsibility of researchers and they should ensure that their work is of a high quality and 
they understand what the variable represents prior to publication. Instead, the Section will be 
checking for the risk of statistical disclosure. To do this, researchers will be required to provide the 
section with the following when seeking approval for the release of outputs from the RDP:  
 
A completed Output Request Template must accompany all requests for outputs to be approved. This 

template is available from the project Outputs folder. 

 
 

1. Email eoin.whelan@cso.ie or powscar@cso.ie with an output request, making sure to include 

the name(s) of files for approval, filetype and their exact location on the RDP, for example 

\\VDI\Research_Projects\_Projects\POWSCAR_001_2018_Project\output 

2. The section will check the data to ensure that the output does not appear disclosive and that 

the SDC procedure has been applied correctly. In the case of GIS files, the section will examine 

the shapefiles and databases.  

3. Once approved for release, the section will send the requested output files to the researcher. 

4. All research project outputs must be accompanied by the following footnote: 

 

“Results are based on analysis of strictly controlled Research Microdata Files provided by the Central 

Statistics Office (CSO). The CSO does not take any responsibility for the views expressed or the outputs 

generated from this research.” 

 

5. If there are many files, the section will release a zipped folder of the data.  

6. If the combined file size of the requested outputs is very large, the section will contact CSO IT 

to setup the researcher to receive the files via secure ftp, using the filezilla software (open 

source, free).  

The section should be sent a copy of all releases/publications using POWSCAR data prior to 

publication. 
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