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Instructions on use of GUI RMF data for Researchers 

 

Background and Legal Context 

Growing Up in Ireland (GUI): The National Longitudinal Study of Children in Ireland was designed to 

ensure the data collected is fully maximised and used by the wider research community. Access to 

microdata files by researchers is facilitated through: 

• Anonymised Microdata File (AMF) for each wave and for each cohort. 

• Researcher Microdata File (RMF) for each wave and for each cohort. 

Access to the AMF(s) is available through completion of an application to the public archive, currently 

the Irish Social Science Data Archive (ISSDA)  

https://www.ucd.ie/issda/data/growingupinirelandgui/.  

Access to the GUI RMF(s)  is governed by the CSO Policy on Access to RMFs.  Access to RMFs is strictly 

controlled by the Central Statistics Office (CSO) and subject to the approval of the Director General of 

the CSO. Access is available only to persons appointed as Officers of Statistics under Section 20(c) of 

the Statistics Act, 1993. 

The appointment of a researcher as an Officer of Statistics for the purposes of access to an RMF is: 

1. Personal to the named researcher 

2. For a specified research project 

3. Time-bound. 

The duration of appointment as an Officer of Statistics is a maximum of 1 year. Renewal of the 

appointment beyond the original stated timeframe of the project is subject to the approval of the 

Director General and will be granted only in exceptional circumstances.  

Applications for access will be assessed on a case-by-case basis, against the RMF assessment criteria 

as set out in the CSO policy (Access criteria). Such access will be granted only where the corresponding 

AMF(s) do not meet the requirements of the research. 

Access to RMFs is subject to the approval of the Director General of the CSO.  

  

Checking of outputs by GUI 

The GUI section will not peer review/quality check the outputs of researchers, i.e. the GUI section will 

not verify the correctness or otherwise of derived estimates by researchers. This will be the 

responsibility of researchers and they should ensure that their work is of a high quality and they 

understand what the variable represents prior to publication. Checking by the GUI Section is confined 

to that needed to identify any risk of statistical disclosure.  

From February 2023, researchers who are PhD/Masters degree candidates must submit output 

requests via their research supervisor who will be required to confirm that the data has been checked 

for SDC criteria prior to submission.  

https://www.ucd.ie/issda/data/growingupinirelandgui/
https://www.cso.ie/en/aboutus/lgdp/csodatapolicies/dataforresearchers/policies/
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To enable SDC verification, researchers will be required to provide the GUI section with the following 

when seeking approval for the release of outputs through ROSA 

1. All tabular outputs must show both weighted and un-weighted data.  

2. The thresholds listed above must be applied to the un-weighted tabular data with data 

suppressed as necessary 

3. All graphical outputs must be accompanied by the underlying data. 

Following receipt of the required data: 

• The GUI section will then check all output data to ensure statistical disclosure control (SDC) 

criteria have been correctly applied.  

• Files that fail this check will not be released.  

• If approved for release, the GUI section will then send the output files to the researcher 

through ROSA; 

• The GUI section should be sent a copy of all publications using GUI data prior to publication.  

It is important to note that repeated failure to apply GUI SDC criteria to output files will result in 

sanctions. Please refer to the supporting documentation located within your project folder for further 

reading on output checking and Statistical Disclosure Control. 
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