
Census of Population from an Environment Perspective (COPENV) Guidelines 
 

Access to Census Environment Guidelines  

The purpose of this RMF is to provide information on the socio-economic situation of households and their 
interaction with environment-relevant household characteristics. There is a particular focus on the use of 
central heating fuels and how it varies by the type of household (detached, apartment, etc.) , location, period 
of construction etc. By combining both Censuses, it is possible to examine whether households changing from 
solid fuel central heating are more closely associated with a change of occupants. 

CSO Environment Division added three variables to the Census files. The first was whether the same family 
lived in the household in both Censuses. This was defined as at least one person with the same sex and date of 
birth being present on Census night. Please note that this does not mean that all persons living in the 
household in 2011 were still living there in 2016. The second was if the reference person was the same 
(defined on same sex and date of birth). The third was to add a variable containing Dublin postal district. To 
create these three variables, we used information that is not in the RMF file e.g. date of birth and Eircode. 

 

Checking of outputs by Environment and Climate Division  

Environment and climate Division will check for the risk of disclosure in outputs created by researchers. To do 
this, researchers will be required to provide the the following when seeking approval for the release of 
outputs:  

1. A completed Output Request Template must accompany all requests for outputs to be approved. This 
template is available from the project Outputs folder.  

2. Email environment@cso.ie with the name and location of the output file for approval 

3. Once approved for release, the output files will be sent to the researcher  

4. All research project outputs must be accompanied by the following footnote:  

· Results are based on analysis of strictly controlled Research Microdata Files provided by the Central 
Statistics Office (CSO). The CSO does not take any responsibility for the views expressed or the 
outputs generated from this research.  

5. Environment Division should be sent a copy of all releases/publications prior to publication. 

 


