
 
       
      

    
 

  
 

     
      
      
       

    
   
      

     
     

     
      

       
     

    
      
 
      

     
      

      
    

Irish Public’s Opinion of Brexit 

Investigation 

We wanted to investigate the opinion of the Irish 
public to various issues associated with Brexit. 

Procedure 
 We set about gathering our information by going out around Dublin and surveying people 

at random. 

 We had 5 questions about: the public’s general level of anxiety regarding Brexit; their level 
of awareness; their opinion on the standard of media coverage; the predicted effect on 
Irish employment and the predicted effect on the Irish working in Britain. 

 In total we surveyed 200 people. 176 people gave clear and useable responses. 

 We worked to convey our findings in as coherent a way as possible. 
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Irish people were quite anxious about Brexit. The modal 
response was worried (5 out of 10) but there were no hysteric 
(10 out of 10) responses. The Irish public are worried that 
Brexit will negatively effect them but not catastrophically. 

Level of Awareness of the Topic 

Standard of Media Coverage 

Predicted Effect on Employment in Ireland 

Predicted Effect on the Irish Employed in 
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People were much more 
worried about the Irish 
employed in Britain. The modal 
choices were a minimal 
decrease and a slight decrease 
(35 people respectively). Very 
few people thought there would 
be a very large increase in 
employment. It rose steeply 
until its peak at a slight 
decrease.  

Correlations 

Conclusion 
From our survey, we discovered that the majority of people from the greater Dublin area are 
worried, and even scared, about Brexit. This could be because Britain, our closest trading 
partner, is cutting international ties with the EU and probably the European Single market. 

The Irish people feel that they were not well informed about Britain’s exit from the EU. It was 
felt that the media coverage was unsatisfactory. This is worrying, as Brexit has the potential 
to affect us greatly. Due to the public’s perceived lack of knowledge on this issue, their 
opinions have the potential to greatly change if further knowledge is acquired. 

Uncertainty definitely added to people’s level of anxiety as Brexit, one way or the other, will 
most likely have a massive effect on both the Irish and the European economy.  
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1. The modal result was 
that people were poorly 
informed (4 out of 10) 
about Brexit. 

2. This suggests that the people in Britain 
may have also been uninformed about 
this topic. This is worrying, considering 
the importance of this issue. 
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People thought the media 
coverage of Brexit was poor 
or fairly poor (between 3 and 
4 out of 10). This correlates 
with people feeling that they 
did not have sufficient 
information.  

People were positive about employment in 
Ireland, with it peaking at 4 out of 10 
(minimal increase in employment). It drops 
steeply, with only 4 people opting for 10 out 
of 10 (very large decrease in employment). 
This shows that the opinion is largely 
positive about Irish employment.   

While conducting our survey, a few clear patterns began to emerge.  

 There were obvious correlations between the population’s level of awareness on Brexit 
and their general level of anxiety towards it. The surveys showed people who claimed to 
have an okay to excellent understanding of Brexit usually lay somewhere in the middle 
(slightly worried to quite worried), people who admitted to being poorly informed usually 
lay in the more extreme categories (don’t care to unconcerned or scared to very scared).  

 Quite obviously, people who were scared of Brexit thought that it would have a negative 
effect on Irish employment both at home and in Britain.  

 Young people definitely saw Brexit as a poor idea as they believed that it could infringe on 
their prospects in the future. 

 People’s level of awareness nearly always equalled how well they believed the media are 
covering the topic. This gives the impression that some people were using poor coverage 
as an excuse for their lack of knowledge. 

 
 

Hypothesis 
Following the recent Leave vote in Britain from the EU, Ireland’s future is uncertain.  
We wanted to find out the Irish people’s opinion on: 
 Employment. 
 The media. 
 The general anxiety of the public . 
 How informed they believed they were. 
 
We predict that:  
The population will have a high level of worry regarding the effect of Brexit. 
The media will have had provided sufficient coverage to the public about Brexit, its details 

and its ramifications. 
The nation will feel well informed about the aftermath of Brexit and its consequences on 

Ireland. 
Employment in Ireland will not suffer significantly but Irish employment in Britain will be 

more negatively affected.  
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