
Introduction 

The main aim of this project is to survey teenagers 

within our school on their literacy skills and habits. We 

have done this through various surveys and back-

ground research from both the internet and English 

teachers. We want to highlight the growing changes of 

teenagers reading habits throughout secondary school. 

Why did we choose this topic? 

 We chose this topic as we have a common interest 

in reading and literacy. 

  We wanted to gain an insight into the reading 

patterns of teenagers. 

 We were both curious to find out if teenagers pre-

ferred reading from and e-reader or a traditional 

book. 

Surveys 

 The aim of our survey was to find out:  

 How many books teenagers read on average each 

month. 

 How can teenagers be encouraged to read more. 

 Is there a correlation between being read to as a child 

and reading habits as a teenager? 

 What is the most popular e-reader used by teenagers? 

 Do teenagers prefer reading from e-readers or physical 

books. 

 How popular the local library is with teenagers. 

Who did we survey? 

Our sample was 100 students from first year to fifth year 

and we gave an equal amount of surveys to each year 

group and gender. 

 

    Male         Female 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From our studies, we can gather that overall girls read more books in a month 

than boys. Most girls read from 1-2 books each month whereas most boys do 

not read any books in an average month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As shown on the graph above, 78% of people prefer reading from physical 

books than e-readers. We found that the most popular reason for this is that 

physical books are easier/nicer to read which is sown in the second graph 

above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When we asked students how often they visit the local library, we 

were shocked to find out that 0% of people visit their local library 

on a weekly basis and that 36% of people never visit their local li-

brary. 

 Recommendations 

After completing our investigation, we recommend that all 

schools try to implement a class dedicated to reading a 

week. We would also recommend that teenagers utilise 

their local library and school library as it is a free service 

and one of the main reasons as to why teenagers read is 

because they find 

books too expensive. 

 

 

Conclusion 

After completing our investigation, we found evidence that within our 

school girls read more than boys. The main reason as to why teenagers 

don’t read is due to their lack of time. We also found that 78% of teen-

agers prefer physical books over e-readers, and for those who owned e-

readers the kindle was the most popular. 80% of students feel that 

reading regularly improves their school/exam performance. 

 

Through our studies, we found that there is a correlation between be-

ing read to as a child and ones reading habits as a teenager. From the 

graph above we can see that although a few people no longer read as 

frequently, the majority of teenagers kept up reading as a past time. 


