Louise O’ Neill ‘Asking For It Fact or Fiction

Introduction

Our project’s aim was to investigate teenagers self-awareness
of the sexual culture they deal with today. As part of the project
we used west Cork author Louise O’ Neill's book ‘Asking For It’
to see if any relationship existed between peoples perceptions
of the fictional scenario in the book and their reality. We also
wanted to promote awareness of the sexual culture and
environment that teenagers deal with today. We want young
Irish people to be educated on the realities of sexual
harassment and consent in our country.

Method

The experimental methods that we used was surveying and
interviewing students.

Survey 1

1. We created a Student Survey using Survey Monkey.

2. We put our survey on our social media pages. A total of 327
responses were recorded once spollt responses were removed.
Interviews

1.We selected 4 people from Transition Year to do interviews.
2. We asked them 8 open questions and recorded their
responses. I

Results

The data below Is based on the 327 responses to our survey.

Are you male or female? What age are you?

~ Male

Female ~

Do you think alcohol affects peoples

decision making on nights out? Do you think how you dress affects how

you are perceived?

Yes

Do you feel situations such as the one in
LLouise O Neills book happen often in your
locality?

Do you think your parents are aware of how
sexually active people are at your age?

— Yes

NO —_

T~ Yes

No exceptions - No excuses
Permission is hot, Harassment is not

Scenario 1

You are out on a night out with your

friends and get separated from them. As
you are trying to find them you are
approached by a good looking stranger, he

poli

tely offers to help, he then becomes

uncomfortably close and tries to feel you
up. You make it clear this is unwanted but
he doesn't stop until you walk away.

above

Scenario 2

You are outside the local disco/pub waiting
to go in, your surrounded by a group of
your friends when someone comes up and
touches you inappropriately.

inend whe
this happe

Created by Elyse Dennehy Crowley, Suzanne Bateman and Alanna O’ Driscoll

Scenario 3

"The night of the incident, Dara showed up
at the house party with our friends and
offered me a drink. That is the last thing |
remember clearly. When | awoke, fear and
anxiety came over me in a thick haze. | was
fully clothed, confused, but the flashes of
memory were undeniable. | asked Dara to
leave and they apologized several times on
the way out. | turned the shower on, sat
down in the tub, and cried.”

None of the
abowve

Three of the five scenarios that students answered questions on are displayed here.

Analysis
1. Scatterplots were done to reveal if any relationship existed between students experiences
of the different scenarios, how frequent they believe scenarios might occur in their locality
and their comfortlevels in relation to each scenario presented.

2. Additional statistics were also done where possible which included central tendencies and
confidence intervals.
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Students Experiences of each scenario compared.
For this we created a grading system for the responses to our scenarios.
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scenariol v scenario 2

scenario 1

=0.86

scenariol v scenario 3

r=0.88

hey said none of the above and they didn’t believe it could happen they were given a 0.
ney said none of the above and said the did believe it could happen they were given a 1.
ney said they had witnessed it or heard of it happening they were given a 2.

ney said they had experienced it they were given a 3.
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Stats Scenario 2 Scenario 1 Scenario 3
Mean 443 3.02 2.98
Standard deviation {118 g1 B g [ [l
Median 4 4 %
Mode 3 4 3
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Student Uncomfort levels of each scenario
Stats Scenario 2 Scenario 1 Scenario 3
Mean 3.67 389 4.11
Standard deviation 1.07 1.08 1.16
Median 4 4 S
Mode 4 5 5
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95% Confidence Intervals on sample proportions

*+ Based on our sample of 94 for Louise O'Neill's book we are 95%
certain between 51.9% and 71.5% of the respondents feel
situations like the one in Louise O'Neill's book happen in our

locality.

¢+ Based on our sample of 367 for the factual scenario 3 we gave in
our survey we are 95% certain that between 66.5% and 75.8%
of participants feel the situation in scenario 3 happen in their
locality.

** No statistical difference was found to exist between the two
samples proportions as our confidence interval contains a zero.

“* The difference was tested in terms of students who believed
both the fiction and real scenario could occur revealing an

interval of [-0.2165,+ 0.0005].

% Additionally, the difference was tested in terms of students
who did not believe the fiction or real scenario could happen
producing an interval of [-0.00343, + 0.2134].

Conclusion . 4

A high proportion of students surveyed believed that scenarios
depicted in Louise O’Neill’'s book and/or scenario 3 happen in their
locality. We decided to design a campaign to promote awareness of
sexual harassment and consent in our locality. We designed the
poster seen above as part of this campaign.



